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Simcha Announcements
Mazel Tov to…

Gayle Bette Calderon and her husband,
Tom Coughlin (below), on their wedding
in Washington D.C. on August 14, 2021.
Gayle is the daughter of Steve and
Marlene Calderon and the granddaughter
of Betty Calderon.

Mendy and Mushka Grossbaum as
they welcomed a daughter, Leba (below
with Dad), on Oct 28, 2021 (Cheshvan 22).
Paternal grandparents are Rabbi Avi and
Nini Grossbaum and maternal grand-
parents are Rabbi Simcha and Shterny
Backman of Glendale, Calif.

Shelley and Joe Robinson. on the birth
of their daughter, Lucia Eloise Robinson
(right with Mom), born Oct. 29 in Terre
Haute, Ind. Shelley is the daughter of
Myrna Gray of Indianapolis and grand-
daughter of Alice Yalowitz, z”l, from Terre
Haute, Ind. Joe is the son of Pat Richardson
and Jim Robinson, of Chesterton, Ind. Lucia
has older siblings Athena and Marcus.

Andrea and Michael Kruszynski on
the birth of their son, Bennett Michael
(middle, top), on Oct. 29, 2021. Maternal 
grandparents are Daniel and Cindy

Hirsch and Debra Hirsch and paternal
grandparents are Evangeline and Mark
Krusznyski.Andrea is the Communications
Manager at the Jewish Federation of
Greater Indianapolis.

Rabbi Sandy Sasso on
her latest children’s book,
The Raven and the Dove,
the Big Fish, and the
Stubborn Donkey. A great
gift for Hanukkah, it is
available at Congregation Beth-El Zedeck
gift shop, children’s bookstores, and
Amazon. Her pre-
vious book, Judy
Led the Way was
chosen as a PJ
Library book.

“Sandy Eisenberg
Sasso has a gift for
sparking religious
imagination in
children – and in
the rest of us. In
her new book,
three iconic biblical stories are told from
the animals’perspectives and new life and
meaning is breathed into them. The
unwilling raven, the whale who describes
Jonah as a ‘bitter pill,’and the donkey who
knows herself to be her master’s ‘greatest
asset’are a delight. Fresh, funny, and wise,
this book is a treat.”

~ Jennifer Grant, author of Maybe God
Is Like That Too and A Little Blue Bottle

Chabad of Indiana as we welcome
their newest colleagues, Rabbi Levi and
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Leah Danow who will serve the Jewish
community in Ft. Wayne.

Dr. Roger Hurwitz and Francine
Hurwitz, z”l (below), for being honored
by Newfields with the Distinquished
Service Award for decades of service and
commitment to the Museum.

Gracie Cohen, daughter of Jeffrey
and Jennifer Hutchison Cohen, for 
making the National Honor Society at
Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory High School.

Dr. John Abrams for
being named as a “Top
Doc”for ophthalmology in
Indianapolis Monthly as he
has been for many years,
about as long as the mag-
azine has been keeping
track. He is proud of being selected by his
peers each time.

Rabbi Bruce Pfeffer
on being chosen as the
Director of Spiritual
Services at the new ARN
Hospice at Hooverwood
Living. He was ordained
from Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion in Cincinnati in 2000
and became a Board-Certified Chaplain in
2007. His work has included chaplaincy
research, and hospice and hospital chap-
laincy. He has been working at IU Health
for the past five years. Besides leading reli-
gious services, he also teaches Hebrew at
Congregation Beth-El Zedeck.

Jill Weiss Simins on recently receiving
two honors: The Dorothy Riker Hoosier
Historian Award presented by the
Indiana Historical Society and The 2021
University Graduate
School Distinguished
Master’s Thesis Award
from IUPUI. Jill has
worked for the Indiana
Historical Bureau since
2008 and she is a member
of Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation.

Her next published article will appear in
the Indiana Jewish History journal at the
end of the year. (The journal is a benefit 
of membership in the Indiana Jewish
Historical Society.) Her research examines
the activism of Sara Messing Stern (1879-
1972) who became a leader in Indiana’s
suffrage movement.
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with opposing points of view and help
them to see both sides of the situation so
they can resolve to make an effort to
understand each other. Maybe a solution
will eventually be worked out after that.

Sixth night: The bright lights from the
candles are filling up the room. Are there
challenges in your country? Let’s see. No
shortage here: the economy, the stock
market, the bailouts, adjusting to the new
administration, gays and lesbians strug-
gling to get equal rights, racial prejudices,
to name a few. Let the bright lights shine
over these very difficult obstacles and
bring with it the needed patience and
compassion to work through them.

Seventh night: Even brighter lights are
just in time for the planet’s woes. What
about the challenges facing the world that
we all share together? Again no shortages:
the environment including safe drinking
water and global warming, wars in Iraq,
Afghanistan, ongoing conflict in the
Middle East, just to list some of them.

Below is my editorial for Hanukkah
from 13 years ago with a few minor
changes. As you can see, we are facing a
lot of the same challenges now so these
eight meditations are apropos, especially
after experiencing these past couple of
very difficult years.

I decided to create the meditations for
Hanukkah because in my part of the world
it is very cold and dark. A good time to do
them is after the blessings and songs are
sung when the candles are burning down
or even after they go out.

First night: Imagine bringing the light
from the one candle to any place in your
body where there may be a health concern
or simply little aches and pains. Let the
warm sensation from the light relax the
tight muscles around the pain. Feel the
area improving from the healing glow of
the light and all stiffness and soreness is
releasing.

Second night: Feel free to repeat the
first night meditation knowing that the
light is double in strength. Now think of
any emotional pain you are feeling. Are
you missing a close friend or relative who
had been celebrating Hanukkah with you
every year? Were you expecting a raise or
simply a holiday bonus but did not get it?
Let the light from the candles whirl
around in your mind dissolving all of the
sadness and bitterness replacing it with
the thought that something good is just
around the corner.

Third night: One can repeat any previ-
ous night’s meditations knowing that the
light is even brighter than it was on that
night. Now that you are feeling stronger
think about any concerns with your fami-
ly or close friends. Is one of them in
harm’s way? Grieving a loss? Not getting
along with a spouse? Shine the light all
around them bringing with it a sense of
love and peace.

Fourth night: Are there challenges in
your neighborhood, your synagogue or
the city where you live? Some congre-
gants want to allow women on the bimah
and others do not. Some Jews want a
menorah in a public place and others are
opposed to that. Let the light swirl around
the dark places where differences of opin-
ion are. Imagine it shining brightly over
the situation bringing new ideas to
encourage a solution or compromise.

Fifth night: As the lights continue get-
ting brighter, think about the state where
you live. Are there challenges in your
state? Some citizens want prayers before
the legislative sessions and other want
separation of church and state. Let the
bright light swirl around those citizens
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Let’s all shed some light on these ordeals
and see what becomes visible when the
darkness is dispersed. Maybe some fresh
insights will come. Hopefully it will
encourage us to take action.

Eighth night: Tonight the lights are very
bright! We have experienced how the
warmth and glow of the lights have been
a source of comfort and joy during this
dark time of the year. This is how it was
when God was creating the world and it
was very dark. Then God said, “Let there
be light!”That same powerful light is avail-
able to us now in this dark, cold season
and in this difficult time to help us heal
ourselves and heal our world.

Happy Hanukkah!
Jennie Cohen, November 19, 2021 AAAA

Tree of Souls
By Dara Zuckerman

In previous bodies of
work Dara Zuckerman 
has explored her cultural
background through the
illumination of Yiddish
folklore – with Tree of Souls, a multimedia
illustration, she continues to do so, depict-
ing a flowering tree of souls in paradise.

Pomegranates hold a special place in
Jewish tradition. On Rosh Hashanah, they
symbolize rebirth, as we start the year anew.
Pomegranates also stand for rededication.
On Chanukah, we are reminded of one of
the many times our people have overcome
annihilation. We celebrate our people’s
vitality to take up arms in defense of our
existence, and we honor the rededication
of our Holy Temple, raised to the brink of
destruction in our struggle. Eitz chayim hi
l’machazikim ba – “it is a tree of life to
those who hold it fast,” and with the
rededication of our Temple came the
rebirth of our people out of a turmoiled
oppression, grown stronger through the
roots anchoring us within Torah, and
flourishing from the flame of fabled oil
that has burned eternally lighting our way.

Zuckerman is an artist and designer 
currently working on a small-scale regener-
ative practices produce farm in the greater
Indianapolis area, who channels artistic
engagement through cultivating the earth
while maintaining her personal pursuit of
the arts. Inquiries regarding commissions/
future work can be directed to: thatcarrot-
girl.studio@gmail.com AAAA

About the Cover

Dara Zuckerman

j   i 
Read recent digital issue online at:

www.jewishpostopinion.com

Follow us on Facebook at:
Jewish Post & Opinion, newspaper
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Happy Hanukkah!
from

Perfect Touch 
Cleaners

8435 Ditch Road
259-7837

Serving your community 
for over 25 years.

The Jewish Federations
of North America (JFNA)
are pleased to announce
that Debra Barton Grant,
an accomplished leader 
in the Jewish communal
sector, has been named Associate Vice
President, LiveSecure as of Nov. 1, 2021.

LiveSecure (jewishfederations.org/about-
jfna/ communal-security) is the largest
philanthropic push to secure the Jewish
community in North American history,
which aims to ensure that every Jewish
community has a centralized security 
initiative to keep it secure. The initiative
seeks to raise $126 million over three
years, starting with a $54 million matching
fund at JFNA that will be used to leverage
community donations.

“Ensuring the safety of Jews and the Jewish

community are top priorities for Jewish
Federations,” said Jewish Federations
President and CEO Eric Fingerhut. “We
could not be more pleased that a leader
with the breadth and depth of experience
Debby brings to the table will be spear-
heading LiveSecure.”

Barton Grant comes to JFNA after 
serving as a Jewish Federation CEO &
Executive Vice President for over 16 years.
Her most recent leadership position was
as CEO & Executive Vice President of the
Jewish Federation of Greater Indianapolis
(JFGI) since 2013. In addition to raising sig-
nificant funds on behalf of the community,
she elevated the Federation’s reputation
on both the local and national stage,
created innovative local initiatives that
improved the community’s security,
enhanced services for the most vulnerable
and expanded the Federations work within
the areas of Jewish engagement & education.

“One thing that’s clear after working in
the Jewish community for so many years is
that there cannot be community without
safety,”said Barton Grant.“The Federation
system is the only organization in the Jewish
world that could pull off an initiative on
the scale of LiveSecure, and I cannot wait
to get to work on this crucial cause.”

Barton Grant developed Indianapolis’s
Secure Community Initiative following a
2018 act of antisemitic vandalism against 
a local synagogue, which took place just
months before the deadly Tree of Life
shooting in Pittsburgh. In that capacity, she
worked closely with the Secure Community
Network, a key LiveSecure partner organ-
ization that provides security know-how
to local communities.

“When antisemitism struck our commu-
nity, I understood that we needed to be more
proactive in keeping every Jewish communal
institution safe and secure. That shift in
thinking is precisely what LiveSecure is
about: making sure that every Jewish
community across the continent is pre-
pared and protected from the onslaught of
antisemitism,”Barton Grant said.

Prior to her time at JFGI, Barton Grant
served as Executive Vice President of the
Jewish Federation of St. Joseph Valley in
South Bend, Ind.; the Director of Institutional
Advancement at the Community Foun-
dation for Jewish Education (CFJE) in
Chicago, where she focused on adult
Jewish education; and Assistant Vice
President/Midwest Regional Director of
Birthright Israel as a member of the

Debra Barton Grant is
Assoc. VP of LiveSecure

On Dec. 9, 2021 from 7-8:30 p.m. EST,
the 40th GLHRC is pleased to host a 
virtual discussion with Jordan Steven
Sher, author of And Still We Rise: A Novel
about the Genocide in Bosnia. This event
will be held via Zoom.

Genocide is not, sadly, a phenomenon of
the distant past. The cycle of repression,
exclusion, elimination, and denial – and
the refugee experience of the survivors –
has been repeated in many countries
around the globe since the Holocaust.
During the conflict in Bosnia from 1992 to
1995, an estimated 100,000 people were
killed. Approximately 80 percent of the
civilians killed were Bosnian Muslims.

Sher’s book is a fictional account of one
family’s experience of the horror and 
brutality of the 1992-1995 genocide
against the Bosniaks. Sher will outline the
history of the former Yugoslavia and the
genocide in Bosnia in a slide presentation.
A conversation with Nick Schenkel, Dir-
ector of the West Lafayette Public Library,
and a Q/A session led by Rebekah Klein-

The 40th Greater
Lafayette Holocaust
Remembrance
Conference (GLHRC)

(see Barton Grant, page IN 7)
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Pejsová, Professor of History and Jewish
Studies at Purdue University, will follow.

To join the Zoom presentation, please
register here: http://glhrc.org/. A link to the
Zoom event will be sent a few days before
the event to everyone who has registered. AAAA



A previous Blog by Weiss Simins titled,
Walking with Dr. King: The Civil Rights
Legacy of Rabbi Maurice Davis with photos
can be viewed at https://blog.history.in.gov/
tag/indiana-jewish-history/ You can follow
her other posts at: http://blog.newspapers.
library.in.gov/

Lori Katz and Donald Katz on the
recent birth of their granddaughter, Golda
(Goldie) Sloane Rourke, daughter of

their daughter and son-in-law Haley and
Gavin Rourke. Goldie, born on Sept. 3,
2021, has an older sister Josephine Mazal
Rourke age 2 (left with Golda). AAAA

November 19, 2021 The Jewish Post & Opinion – IN 5

On Nov. 9, 2021, Hasten Hebrew
Academy of Indianapolis was 
honored to receive the 
Never Again Ambassador 
award from the State of 
Indiana’s 23rd Annual 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Program for its role in promoting 
ongoing communal Holocaust education
through their student-generated interac-
tive museum.

The award was richly deserved by their
team of educators – Michael Voskoboynik,

MAZEL TOVS
(continued from page IN 2)

State Honors HHAI for 
Its Holocaust Museum

Tricia Berg, Sarit Linkon, Matt Tucker,
and Tzuriel Gluck who spearheaded this
unique Design Thinking initiative synthe-
sizing Technology and Engineering with
research, writing, and history. Significantly,
students Naomi C., Megan F., and Tehilla
R, were chosen to represent the Middle
School students at this moving ceremony
for their passionate roles and reflections 
in the museum creating process.

As it is a “living museum”, new exhibits
are added annually including the Scratch
Art Windows depicting the lives of local
survivors and their families featured at the
recent JCRC Sweet Lorraine program.
They expressed their gratitude to the
Indianapolis Jewish Community Relations
Council and Indiana Civil Rights Commis-
sion for this meaningful honor.

Visit the museum via vitural tour at:
cdhhai.weebly.comvirtual-tour.html AAAA
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Hooverwood Living Friends & Family: 
With Hanukkah quickly approaching,

skip the stress of cooking for the holidays
and pick up a delicious meal for you and
your loved ones from Hooverwood Living!
Prepared by our wonderful team of chefs,
Hooverwood has a variety of dinner
options available to choose from to serve
any size party (menu items to the right).

Simply fill out the order form and turn 
it in to the Hooverwood front desk to sign
up today! Download a PDF of the Order
Form at: https://mcusercontent.com/de8f0
3daacb147fa266b9b137/files/6c555a89-7b
45-6fd1-a6d7-ebb185ebc669/Catering_
Order_Form.pdf

All orders must be submitted at least 24
hours prior to your desired pick-up time.
Pick-Up is available between 11am-6pm
for all 8 days.

Have any questions? Email us at info@
hooverwood.org and we will get back to
you as soon as we can. Happy Hanukkah! AAAA

Needing a Special
Hanukkah Dinner?
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begins this year at sundown on Sunday, November 28, at which time
we begin lighting the candles of our Hanukkah menorah (or chanukkiah, in
Hebrew) for eight consecutive nights. The shamas (leader) candle is

placed in its elevated or unique position on the menorah each
night and the other candles loaded from the far right to the left
in the quantity corresponding to the night (first night-one, sec-
ond night-two, etc.). The shamas is lit, the blessings are recited,
as stated below, (include the third one – the Shaheheyanu prayer
– on the first night only), then the other candles are lit in
sequence of the new night first in reverse order (left to right). All
the candles should be allowed to burn down completely each
night and fresh ones placed for each new night. AAAA

Hanukkah

“Shabbat Shalom and Happy early
Thanksgiving and Hanukkah”, wrote Alla
Weisz in her Facebook post on Nov. 19,
2021. She baked these beautiful and 
festive challot for her son, Martin, who is
on the Yale football team and hoping to
beat Harvard in their next game.

j   i 
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My Kosher
Kitchen

Pumpkin – 
Besides the Pies

November arrives and I think pump-
kin. Here in Israel, the d’la-at is amazing.
Whole they are huge in size and weight,
cream color with stripes all around. People
tend to buy chunks in the markets.

Pumpkins are a variety of winter squash
that belongs to the Cucurbitaceae (cucur-
bits) family. Melon, watermelon, and
cucumber also fall into this crop category.
Technically, pumpkins are fruit, and
they’ve got seeds which people also pre-
pare to eat. They’re often eaten in savory
dishes, so people refer to them as vegeta-
bles. Just about every part of the pumpkin
is edible, including the seeds, fleshy shell,
the leaves and the flowers. Pumpkins are
superfood and are high in iron, packed
with vitamins and minerals and are con-
sidered natural antioxidants. Forget the
pies and try these uses.

Pumpkin Spice Snickerdoodles
(20 cookies)
This came to me on the Food & Wine web

site, but snickerdoodles were less familiar to
me. Probably German in origin, the name of
these sugar cookies could be a corruption of
the German word schneckennudel but
notice the word schnecken, popular among
Jewish cooking. Joan Nathan, well known
American cookbook author, tells us that
“Schnecken – the word means snail in
German – are made of a rich and sweet yeast
dough enriched with egg, sour cream, and
butter. The dough is pressed out in a large
rectangle shape, sprinkled with sugar, 
cinnamon, raisins, and ground nuts, and
rolled up like a jelly roll. Cut on the cross
section, the roll is sliced, baked, and served
open-side up in small coiled rounds.”

Here’s my pareve version with slight changes.

1 3/4 cups sugar
2 Tbsp. cinnamon
1-1/2 tsp. cardamom
1/2 tsp. nutmeg
1/2 tsp. cloves
2-3/4 cups flour
2 tsp. cream of tartar
1 tsp. baking soda
1 cup unsalted butter or pareve margarine
2 large eggs
1-1/2 tsp. orange blossom water or

3/4 tsp. orange extract
1 tsp. vanilla

BY SYBIL KAPLAN

Preheat oven to 350°F. Line 3 baking
sheets with parchment paper. In a bowl,
stir together 1/4 cup sugar, cinnamon, car-
damom, nutmeg, and cloves. In another
bowl, stir together flour, cream of tartar
and baking soda. Beat margarine and 
1-1/2 cups sugar until light and fluffy (4
minutes). Add eggs one at a time, then
orange extract and vanilla. Add flour in 2
additions. Shape dough into 20 balls. Roll
balls in spice mixture until coated. Arrange
on baking sheets. Bake in oven 6-7 
minutes, move pans to opposite rack,
continue baking 10 minutes. Let cool.

Baked Pumpkin Wedges
(6 servings)
This came from an old newspaper, more

than 40 years ago, which had come from a
1976 cookbook, Pumpkin Happy.

1 4-pound pumpkin, cut into wedges,
strings and seeds scraped out

1/2 to 3/4 cup pareve margarine
1/4 cup brown sugar or honey
1 tsp. Cinnamon

Preheat oven to 350°F. Oil a glass bak-
ing dish. Make shallow cuts in each
wedge. Melt margarine in a saucepan. Add
sugar and spices. Brush over wedges. Bake
in oven 35 to 45 minutes until tender.

Pumpkin Butter
(2-1/2 cups)
This is great on toast with cream cheese,

according to Kelsey Youngman, food writer,
in Foods & Wine online recipes.

1 3-pound pumpkin, stemmed,
halved lengthwise and seeded

1 Tbsp. vegetable oil
1/4 cup apple cider

1/2 cup brown sugar
3 Tbsp. honey 
1 tsp. apple cider vinegar
3/4 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 tsp. ginger
1/4 tsp. nutmeg
pinch cloves

Preheat oven to 350°F. Line a baking
sheet with parchment paper. Brush cut
sides of pumpkin halves with oil. Arrange
cut side down and bake in oven 50 min-
utes until tender. Scoop flesh to food
processor. Discard shell. Add apple cider,
process 1 minute. Add brown sugar,
honey, apple cigar vinegar, cinnamon, gin-
ger, nutmeg and cloves. Process 20 sec-
onds. Transfer to a saucepan. Bring to a
simmer, stirring occasionally. Reduce heat
and cook until mixture is reduced by one
third and turns slightly darker in color,
about 25 minutes. Remove from heat, cool
and spoon into jars with lids. Store in
refrigerator.

Sybil Kaplan is a journalist, author,
compiler/editor of nine kosher cookbooks 
and food writer for North American Jewish
publications, who lives in Jerusalem where
she leads walks of the Jewish food market,
Machaneh Yehudah, in English. AAAA

BARTON GRANT
(continued from page IN 4)
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Midwest Regional UJA office.
Barton Grant was honored to receive

the coveted Samuel A. Goldsmith Award
for Professional Distinction in a Jewish
Communal Agency from the Jewish
Federation/JUF of Metropolitan Chicago.

Hailing from South Bend, Ind., Barton
Grant received her B.A from Indiana
University and her M.S.W. and Jewish
Non-profit Management degree from the
University of Michigan. She has been
married to her partner Scott Grant for 
21 years, and together they have three
children; Jonah (19), Benjamin (16) and
Sam (12). AAAA

(Mazel Tov, Debby!)

See Historical Digital Issues of 
The Jewish Post & Opinion since 1930 

at https://go.usa.gov/xn7ay,
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An Interview with Evan Lubline, Chief
Executive Officer of Hooverwood Living by
Michelle Bridges of Senior Options, L.L.C.,
in Virginia Beach, Va.

Michelle: What does bringing on hospice
into your service offerings mean to you and
your organization?

Evan: Hooverwood Living has strategi-
cally brought hospice to our service offerings.
We have partnered with Aaron Rubin
Nelson (A.R.N.) [funeral serices] to develop
the first Jewish hospice in the Indianapolis
area to offer critical end-of-life care to
both Jewish and non-Jewish individuals.
The A.R.N. Hospice is an exceptional
offering as we have seen a need for addi-
tional hospice offerings in our area.

We are so excited to have collaborated
with a national brand like Senior Options.
Senior Options is a network of home health
and hospice agencies. Senior Options,
L.L.C., provides everything from guidance
to licensure, electronic medical record 
system, clinical expertise, marketing, and
billing. This partnership allows the team 
to continue to focus on the services we
already supply.

We have strong connections to the
Jewish Community Center (JCC) and the
Jewish Federation of Greater Indianapolis
(JFGI) here at Hooverwood. We think that
adding hospice to our continuum of care
brings our community together for the
individual at the most critical time of their
life – the end of life. Hospice allows us to
ensure that their values continue, and we
support them during this crucial period for
both the individual and their loved ones.

We want to educate people that we are
much more than just a hospice organiza-
tion. A.R.N Hospice has a palliative
approach to the end-of-life journey and
can be a relaxed and reflective time for all
parties involved. We collaborate with the
individual, their family, and our compre-
hensive hospice team to achieve the best
outcomes.

Michelle: How does this fit in with your mission?
Evan: We have developed a continuum

of care. Hooverwood currently offers a
Skilled Nursing Home, Assisted Living,
Adult Day Care, transportation, and 
community services. We know hospice
will be a tremendous help for both our
residents and those individuals in the
greater Indianapolis community. This is 
a precious time where loved ones can be
at the bedside and prepare themselves
through our hospice team. It is the full
continuum to take care of someone at the

A.R.N. Hospice Added
to Hooverwood Living
Continuum of Care

(see A.R.N. Hospice, page IN 9)

I received an email Chanukah card today
from a long-time friend. It is always 
special when my non-Jewish friends take
the time to send me Chanukah cards rather
than “holiday” cards with mistletoe or
Christmas trees or a Santa. “Janice” and 
I have had many conversations about 
our different faiths and she has asked
thoughtful questions about Judaism.

But it was not always this way.
Janice and I had become fast friends, our

husbands both university professors and
professional musicians. She ran a business
and I was in graduate school. Despite the
small Jewish population, I loved living in a
Midwestern university town and raising
my children there. We were always doing
each other favors and one day, after I had
helped Janice, she called me to thank me.

“You were great to help me out, Susan.
That was such a Christian thing to do,”
she told me. I felt an icy depth in my 
gut. Making some non-committal remark,
I quickly got off the phone. I paced 
back and forth. I was furious. We were
friends. She knew I was Jewish. How
could she think you had to be Christian to
do a good deed? 

I knew we would no longer be friends. I
was never going to speak to her again.

When my husband came home, I
poured out the entire story to him, my
anger evident with every word. He was
thoughtful for a few moments. “You’ve
been good friends with Janice, and I think
you should give her another chance.”

“No way!”I felt my blood boiling.“How
can I forget what she said?”

“Oh, I wasn’t saying that. Call her and
tell her how you feel.” I shook my head.
“She deserves that and so do you.”

“What do you mean?” I couldn’t figure
out why my husband was taking her side.

“Janice should have a chance to explain
herself and so should you. You might be
surprised how this turns out.”

“I’ll think about it.” Janice had betrayed
me and I felt put down. Deep down, I 
didn’t want to admit I was scared to call.

The next morning, I was still nervous.
My husband gave me a hug as he left for
work.“You’ll do the right thing.”

I decided to call before I left for class. My
hands were sweaty and my mouth felt dry.
Finally, I picked up the phone. Janice
answered right away. “Susan! So nice to
hear from you.” She didn’t have a clue 
how I felt, I could tell. It was hard to open
my mouth.

“Janice.” I cleared my throat.“Yesterday
when we were talking, you hurt my feelings.”

“Susan – I am so sorry. What did I say?”
Here was my chance. I took a deep

breath. “Do you remember when you
thanked me for helping you?”

“Of course,”she responded, a bit puzzled.
“You said it was a Christian thing to do.”
“Yes,” she replied, still uncertain about

what I meant.
“Don’t you think I can be Jewish and 

do something good? Do you think only
Christians can do good things?” I had
finally said what bothered me.

“Why it’s just an expression.” She
paused. I could almost hear her thoughts.
“Oh, Susan.” She stopped, clearly not
knowing what to say. “Of course, I think
you can be Jewish and do good things.
It’s something I have always said. I didn’t
think how you might feel or about what 
you might think. It’s just what we say.”
I remained silent. “I guess I was pretty
thoughtless. Will you forgive me?” I of
course forgave her, not knowing that this
was not the end of this episode.

Janice began asking me about Judaism.
We invited her to our synagogue and 
to many Shabbat meals. She asked me 
to recommend books on Judaism and 
read novels with Jewish characters. More
than that, we talked about Judaism, our 
traditions and holidays. She watched us
light candles on Chanukah and came to
Passover meals and ate matzah. We visited
her house to see its Christmas decorations
and heard about her family traditions
growing up.

Our friendship not only continued but
strengthened. Now even though we are
now many miles apart, I wasn’t surprised
to see a Chanukah card from Janice. Every
Rosh Hashanah, Chanukah, and Passover,
we hear from her in a card, an email or
phone call. And I send her Christmas and
Easter cards or give her a call.

We do more than respect the other’s
religious choices. We gain from knowing
each other and our diverse religious 
traditions.

While I wasn’t surprised to see Janice’s
Chanukah card, I was pleased. It reminded
me of what we had learned in our journey
together over the decades. My husband
had been right when he said I might be
surprised how my conversation with
Janice would turn out.

Our sages teach us that even one candle
can dispel the darkness. Friendship is 
also like a candle, spreading its light in
joyous as well as dark times. Janice lit a
candle for me that day, allowing me to see
past my fears and continue a valued
friendship, from which both of us learned
and grew. Friendship, like Chanukah,
grows from just one light.

Weintrob is a retired educator who writes
full time in Charleston, S.C. She can be
reached at srweintrob@gmail.com. She wrote
a regular column for The Jewish Post &
Opinion from 1995–2002. AAAA

One Candle
BY SUSAN WEINTROB



A.R.N. HOSPICE
(continued from page IN 8)

when patients receive medical, emotional,
and spiritual support for at least a month.

Remember that hospice care can be 
provided anywhere the patient calls home.
Hospice does not accelerate the dying pro-
cess. Hospice tries to maximize the quality of
life before the patient passes. Studies sug-
gest that hospice patients live longer than
patients seeking aggressive treatment for
their primary illness. By choosing hospice
over aggressive life-saving treatments, the
body focuses on comfort. Hospice does
this by providing medical, emotional, and
spiritual care and support. AAAA

L-R: Hooverwood Living CEO Evan Lubline
and ARN Hospice staff Director of
Volunteers Shelley Kahn, VP of Hospice
Operations Shannon Durham, Director of
Social Services Patricia Parham, and Director
of Hospice Kristin Allison.
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most vulnerable time of his or her life.
Hospice also supports the family after
death with support programs, social work
guidance, and grief counseling.

Most importantly is our ability to offer 
a full range of options for individuals.
Hospice allows us to bring the end of life
care to everyone regardless of where they
live or what faith they practice.

One of the most significant areas that make
A.R.N. Hospice unique is the education
that we will provide to the Indianapolis
community.This education will be delivered
to the community well before hospice is
even needed. Hospice, at times, is some-
times looked at as a negative component,
but with our education, we are looking at
the positive aspects of what hospice can
provide months and weeks prior to death.
There are so many positives to signing up
with hospice to receive the full benefit for
the individual and their loved ones. This
gives A.R.N. Hospice a whole different
look and feel to the service and lets people
experience the full hospice benefit at such
a precious time in life.

A.R.N. Hospice is a smaller agency, and
it gives us the nimbleness to do what is
best for the individual hospice recipient

and their family. We have hired a fantastic
team to lead this part of the organization.

Michelle: When it comes to hospice, what advice
do you have for individuals considering hospice?

Evan: First, hospice is not about giving
up. It is about giving the gift of physical,
emotional, and spiritual support that
ensures the quality of life until the end.
Also, remember hospice is not only for
people who have a few days to live. In fact,
after experiencing hospice’s quality and
comfort care, many families wish they had
started hospice sooner.You are eligible for
hospice if you expect to pass in the next six
months. Hospice care is more beneficial

L-R: ARN Mortuary President Jennifer
Nelson Williams with her mother Donna
Nelson and brother Miles Nelson.
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Posting 
the Past

Hanukkah – The
Strangest Miracle
of History

This issue of The Voice arrives between
Thanksgiving and Hanukkah, which is also
a time to think about being thankful. And
so I’ve been thinking…

I am thankful that there is an Ultimate
Reality in the universe that creates and
sustains life, and without which nothing
else could exist. I know that the whole
world could have been a gigantic accident,
but that does not explain the love we
know, the families we adore, and the 
heritage we share.

I am thankful for the people I love and
who love me. I know they do not always
meet my expectations, but neither do I
always meet theirs. Yet they make my life
so worthwhile. They inspire me and fill 
my life with meaning. These are no small
blessings nowadays in a world where trust
and comfort and inspiration and stability
are so difficult to find.

I am thankful for being a Jew. Especially
during this season of Christmas, I know it
is not always easy or popular, but that’s
what makes it so special. I belong to the
most extraordinary people the world has
ever witnessed. Our very survival, which
Hanukkah celebrates, is the strangest 
miracle of history. But we exist for much
more than survival. We exist to perpetuate
the sanctity of human existence and 
conscience, coupled with an obsession for
goodness, justice, freedom and peace.

I am thankful for the country in which I
live. America is a nation in which injustice,
inequality, and insecurity still exist, but it 

BY RABBI MICAH D. GREENSTEIN

(see Greenstein, page IN 12)

HappyChanukah!
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Each year the Indiana Historical
Society (IHS) recognizes extraordinary
Hoosiers for their contributions on the
local, state and national level. In 2019, Eva
Kor was to receive the Living Legends
Award at their annual Gala but passed
away three weeks before the event took
place. That is when IHS President and
CEO Jody Blankenship got to know her
son Alex Kor who accepted the award on
her behalf.

At about that time the IHS began thinking
about doing an exhibit on Eva Kor’s life
because they believed this is a story that
needs to be told. They were then honored
that her son Alex wanted to put his mother’s
personal collection with them. What an
exciting opportunity this has been for 
IHS to work with CANDLES Holocaust
Museum and Education Center in Terre
Haute, Ind., Indianapolis Opera, WFYI
and Ted Green Films, and the Shoah
Foundation at the University of Southern
California (USC ).

The exhibit will continue for at least 18
months with new events added periodically
so it will be worth coming to see it more
than once. The IHS intended to open the

exhibit on the 75th anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz in January 2020, but
had to postpone because of the pandemic.
This gave them an opportunity to reflect
on what to include because they felt they
were far from the experts on Eva’s story,
the Holocaust, survivorship and bearing
witness. Many museums around the world
are already dedicated to these subjects.

While the exhibit itself is limited in
space, the IHS is preparing to do virtual, in
person, and partnership programs, tours,
and discussions with school children and
the general public. This exhibit will not
have actors but it will have docents. They
hope it will provide a more holistic view of
the subject and be a gateway for people
who want to find out more on their own,
to work with the many resources in the
community that can provide additional
information and expertise.

In 2018, WFYI and Ted Green Films 
produced a compelling documentary
about Kor’s life titled, Eva: A-7063. As part
of the partnership with them, the IHS is
going to utilize a virtual tour experience of
Auschwitz with Eva which they had made.
One will be able to put on goggles and it
will be like walking around with her on a
tour of Auschwitz and hearing about her
experience there. Also CANDLES is loaning
Eva’s hologram testimony to them. It is life

size, three dimensional and is calibrated so
it feels as if one is sitting and talking with her.

The IHS also worked with the Shoah
Foundation to bring depth to Eva’s testi-
mony. Since every Holocaust survivor’s
experience was different, the Foundation
is providing three dimensional holograms
of 13 other survivors. This will give the
viewer the benefit of seeing the breadth 

Eva Kor Exhibit at the
Indiana History Center

(see Eva, page IN 12)

CANDLES Holocaust Museum and
Education Center in Terre Haute, Ind., has
been awarded an Operating Support Grant
of $20,000 from Indiana Humanities with
funds from the American Rescue Plan.
These funds are critical to ensuring they
keep their doors open and continue 
supporting the community’s COVID-19
recovery efforts.

Troy Fears, Executive Director of CANDLES,
said,“During the past 18 months, we have
had limited engagement opportunities
with our constituents, and this grant
allows us to reengage with those we 
serve. As we all continue navigating these
challenging times, sharing our message of
hope, healing, respect and responsibility is
more important than ever.”AAAA

CANDLES Receives Grant

j   i 
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of different situations and to put Eva’s
experience in context.

The IHS is hoping the exhibit will also
give the visitors an opportunity to tell their
own stories and to talk to family members
and neighbors to hear their stories. Under-
standing how we dealt with various situa-
tions in the past is valuable, even if what we
are experiencing now is a little different.
Studying our history, helps us to cope with
our challenges. Whether this inspires us 
or provides us with some sense of caution,
it is so critical to have this information.

If you want to keep informed of the 
different events related to the exhibit, sign
up for the IHS newsletter and also look on
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to find
the most current information.The IHS will
make sure that they follow all of the county
requirements for public safety regarding
the pandemic.The IHS has 8 million items
in their collection and if you want to know
something about almost every time period
in history, you can check it out.

About the Indiana Historical Society (IHS)
The Indiana Historical Society collects

and preserves Indiana’s unique stories;
brings Hoosiers together in remembering
and sharing the past; and inspires a future
grounded in our state’s uniting values and
principles. IHS is a Smithsonian Affiliate
and a member of the International
Coalition of Sites of Conscience. Eugene
and Marilyn Glick Indiana History, 450 
W. Ohio Street, Indianapolis, IN 46202;
Phone: 317-232-1882; Website: indiana
history.org AAAA

EVA
(continued from page IN 11)

Denburg composed nine of the 18 selec-
tions on the discs. He is a talented composer
who keeps the listener thinking because
of his use of rhythm and lyrics. “Moishe’s
Freylakh,”another of Denburg’s tunes, has
the style and spirit of traditional klezmer.
Saul Berson, clarinet, improvises brilliantly.

The second CD,“Liturgy Lane,”has nine
songs from Jewish liturgy. Denburg created
original melodies for the Shabbat candle
blessing (“L’hadlik Ner’) and “Shalom
Aleichem.” I hope these are published,
as they would be great additions to the
congregational repertoire. “Adon Olam”
is another Shabbat text, this time set by
Tzimmes musician Myrna Rabinowitz. It
is beautiful and original with its blending
of verses 2/3 and 4/5 sung together as
counter melodies. Portions of psalms 16
and 121 were set to music by Denburg and
are fresh approaches to very old texts.
“Vechitetu” is a text from Isaiah and was
originally recorded in 1993 and remixed
this year. It features the late Adel Awad on
the daf (a type of drum).

The last selection on both discs is The
Beatles’ “In My Life.” On the second CD 
it is sung in Hebrew. Denburg explains 
in the liner notes that it is a song which
Tzimmes uses to close their live perform-
ances. By the way, the liner notes are
excellent and are filled not only with
explanations, but also with pictures of
members of Tzimmes past and present.

Though many of us listen to our music from
streaming services or on our phones, it is
well worth the effort to find a CD player and
get The Road Never Travelled. The music is
a real tzimmes of culture, language, rhythm
and tune – and a well-seasoned one at that.

Janice Roger is the Cantor Emerita of
Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation, which
she served from 1979 until 2017. Now
retired, she serves as chaplain for Jewish
Family Services and volunteers with
Indiana Reading and Information Services
(IRIS), The Great American Songbook
Foundation, and Classical Music Indy. 
She is married to Brandon Roger and they
have two sons, Eddie and Miles. AAAA

A Tzimmes of
Culture, Language,
Rhythm, and Tune

Fans of Tzimmes take note – Moshe
Denburg and his family of musicians have
released their first album in 23 years. The
Road Never Travelled is their latest album,
two compact discs
filled with music
old and new.

For those readers
who are not famil-
iar with the group,
Tzimmes has been
performing since
1986. “Tzimmes” is
an apt name for the ensemble. Why? As the
liner notes explain,“Tzimmes: Noun, from
Yiddish – A sweet, cooked dish of mixed veg-
etables and fruits; a mash up.”That definition
describes both the band and the new album.

Moshe Denburg’s philosophy is that
music can unite the world and The Road
Never Travelled connects Jewish music 
old and new in a variety of styles and 
languages. It is a well-blended collection
which is sensitively spiced with touches
from a variety of cultures that Denburg
and his musical family have experienced.

The first disc features folk and secular
music. It begins with Sephardic songs
“Cuando El Rey Nimrod” and “Ahavat
Hadassah” and moves to “Oyfn Veg,” from
the Ashkenazic repertoire.These selections
use fresh harmonies and instrumentations,
mixing the culture of the songs with other
cultures that Denburg has encountered
through his education and travels. The
next two cuts feature songs that Denburg
composed, “The Road Never Travelled”
and “Sweet Melissa.”

Music Review
REVIEWED BY

CANTOR JANICE ROGER
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GREENSTEIN
(continued from page IN 10)

is also a nation that will not conceal its
faults. This nation was born in a vision of
freedom and dignity for all people, and
that ideal remains our greatest distinction
as a country.

Finally, I am thankful for the big things
and little things we take for granted –
from cool breezes and the smile a child in
our preschool just gave me, to health and
simply being alive to enjoy this new day.
These, along with a kind word or gentle
touch, are life’s greatest gift – ones you can’t
buy but can always give this time of year!

Chag Hanukkah Sameach – a bright and
Happy Hanukkah to you and all whose lives
you touch! 

Rabbi Greenstein has been senior rabbi
of Temple Israel in Memphis for more than
30 years. (We published this from their 
bulletin, The Voice, in one of our previous
Hanukkah editions.) AAAA
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established “Mickey’s Camp,” that has
raised more than $3 million for charity. In
2006 he was appointed Indiana Secretary of
Commerce. He served in this capacity for
$1.00 per year. In 2008 Mickey won an
Emmy for “Mickey’s Corner” in which he
interviewed Indiana luminaries. Mickey is
married to Janie Maurer. They have three
children and nine grandchildren. AAAA

REVIEWED BY SIDNEY MISHKIN, z”l

Maurer’s protagonist decides to use a
virus to neutralize the Progeria cells.
Maurer tells us that there are more viruses
on earth than there are stars in the Milky
Way. Which virus to use and what to do
ethically if the virus produces a potentially
fatal illness are interesting subjects Maurer
explores. Medical treatment of the virus
will destroy the material that is intended
to neutralize Jimmy’s affected cells. Failure
to treat the virus could be fatal to Jimmy.

In Book 2 the author builds on the 
fictional successful cure of Progeria and
explores the use of similar techniques to
prolong human life. Maurer thoroughly
explores the subject from all angles.

He writes “Ageism is as pervasive as 
sexism and racism.” That will probably
surprise younger readers but older readers
know whereof he speaks. What effect will
a prolongation of life have on ageism?
Maurer deals with a host of questions 
as he explores the pros and cons of the
prevention of aging.

How will we deal with the overpopulation
that results from prolonged life for every-
one? How will we share resources? Will
we win a biological victory or cause the
death knell of the human race? If elders
can’t reproduce, will there be too few
young people to care for elderly? What
will happen to our health care system if an
aging population becomes a decrepit pop-
ulation? Can society afford a substantially
longer life for all of the inhabitants of
earth who want it? What are the risks to
the individual who seeks longer life?

These questions are important, but
equally important is the question of 
how do we test the anti-aging cocktail.
The author provides one answer to this
question which has devastating and far-
reaching consequences. Perhaps it’s a
warning of what can happen when we try
to play God.

The Methuselah Gene is a good read.
Let’s hope it isn’t Maurer’s only book of
fiction, scientific or otherwise.

Reviewer’s Note: This reviewer is one of
many people who consider Mickey Maurer a
friend. This review has not been influenced
in any way by that friendship.

Sidney Mishkin was a retired Indianapolis
lawyer. He authored two books, The Unvarnished
Torah: Observations, Questions and Answers
of a Jewish Lawyer and Memories of
Donora: Growing Up Jewish in a Western
Pennsylvania Steel Town. (This review was
received on October 15, 2021, 14 days before
Sid passed away.)

Michael (Mickey) S. Maurer has authored
six other books besides The Methuselah Gene
which is available on Amazon or by contacting
him at mmaurer@ibj.com. In 1967, Mickey
graduated from Indiana University School of
Law, now named Indiana University
Maurer School of Law. In 2001, Mickey

When a Doctor 
Attempts to Play God

The Methuselah Gene. By Michael S.
Maurer. Published by IBJ Publishing.
Indianapolis. 2021. 201 pps. Hardcover
$24.95. Paperback $19.95.

Michael “Mickey” Maurer’s first work 
of fiction is an enjoyable
and informative read.
Most of the novel is set 
in Indianapolis, Carmel,
and Bloomington, Ind.
The book is actually two
books. Both books deal
with a doctor who attempts to play God
and who thereby pushes up against a 
violation of the criminal law. He succeeds
in that attempt in the first book.

What this Reviewer considers the first
book deals with
Progeria and its
scientific but nev-
ertheless fictional
cure of the disease.
Progeria is acceler-
ated aging that
usually kills people
who have the gene
by their mid-teens.
An Indiana kid
named “Jimmy”
suffers from the disease, and Maurer’s
hero tries to save him as he seeks a cure
for Progeria for everyone. This doctor is a
brilliant, but stiff-necked person who
believes that the end justifies the means.
Jimmy’s life is put at risk as a result.

Maurer tells us the difficulty of finding a
cure for Progeria and other genetic defects
is compounded by the fact that before the
responsible gene can be neutralized it
must be identified, and there are 50,000
genes in the human body. There are in
addition, 100 million cells. A scientist
could spend several lifetimes in the quest
for the rogue gene without some consid-
erable skill and a lot of luck. Maurer’s 
doctor hero, fortunately, has a lot of both
and he is fortunate to have a likeable
young Pakistan-trained doctor to help him
try to find a cure for Progeria.

But the quest for a cure is far from over
after the problem gene is identified. A
means must be found to transport the
material that neutralizes the affected cells.
Maurer is at his best when he writes about
this subject. He has a sure understanding
of the subject matter and writes about it in
gripping manner.

Book Review

j   i 
(see Obituaries, page IN 14)

Obituaries
James “Jim” Fleischer, 52, passed

away on Oct. 9, 2021, after
a three-year battle against
cancer. He was born Sept.
6, 1969. At the end, he was
where he was always hap-
piest, surrounded by his
loving family and friends.

Jim is survived by his loving wife of
nearly 26 years, Alison Braun Fleischer; his
sons, Ethan and Spencer, his daughter,
Madison “Madi”; his father, Frank Fleischer
of Canton, Ohio; his brother, Richard
“Rick” of South Euclid, Ohio; and his 
in-laws, Roberta and Shepherd Casden 
of Saugerties, N.Y., and Robert and Ruth
Braun of Coram, N.Y.; his brother and 
sister-in-law, Scott and Andrea Braun of
Great Neck, N.Y.; and his loving nieces
and nephews. He was predeceased by his
mother, Barbara and brother, Randy.

A Canton, Ohio native, Jim was an avid
JCC basketball player and a member of
the marching band. He matriculated at
Kent State University and, after experienc-
ing antisemitism in his freshman dorm,
walked down the street and joined Alpha
Epsilon Pi (AEPi), the Jewish fraternity.
This began a lifelong passion which
inspired and shaped him, both personally
and professionally.

Following his 1993 graduation from Kent
State, Jim began his career as a chapter
consultant for AEPi, traveling the country
to strengthen the Fraternity he had grown
to love. It was during those travels, while
starting an AEPi chapter at Washington
University in St. Louis, that he met his
true love, Alison (Ali) Braun.

The love story that Jim and Ali wrote
together was one of mutual respect and
adoration. Their love for each other was
apparent in every shared look, private
joke, or hand held. After marrying in 1995,
Jim and Ali began a life together in Long
Island where they owned a successful
printing business while Jim continued his
involvement in AEPi as a volunteer. He
was elected to the fraternity’s board of
directors in 2006.

Jim’s passion for Ali and AEPi was only
matched by his love for his children,



to Indianapolis. Igor was extremely devoted
to his wife and attentive to her needs even
to his last day.

He is survived by his wife of 57 years,
Klara; daughter, Natalia (Mark) Rekhter;
grandsons, Ilya (Stacy) Rekhter and
Michael “Misha” Rekhter; great-grand-
child, Ellie Rekhter; and nephews,
Alexander and Yakov Mazyar.

Graveside services were held October 13th
in the Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation
North Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions can be made to the Indiana Jewish
Discovery Center. Arrangements by
Aaron Ruben Nelson Mortuary.

Charlene Sabetay Tuchman, 88,
passed away peacefully at
her San Francisco home
on Oct. 12, 2021. She was
born in Barberton, Ohio
on Nov. 7, 1932. She
moved to Indianapolis
until 1988 when she and
her husband Sid began splitting their time
between there and San Francisco.

She was a life force, a forward-thinker, and
an inspiration to many, especially women.
She had a vivacious spirit and epitomized a
person who eternally searched for meaning
and personal growth. She inspired us all –
to think, to act, to do things differently
than we might have thought otherwise.
Ingratiating herself to everyone, she dove
right in to find common ground with
whomever she encountered. She could
converse freely with people of all ages –
teenagers, adults, peers.

She thrived on family and friends. She
would connect with those near and far
and found such satisfaction and joy from
hearing what everyone she loved was up
to. She took particular pride in hearing
what each grandchild was involved in and
extended that pride to many others as if
she were a grandmother for hundreds
instead of seven.

She went back to college in her 40’s and
got a Masters in Social Work. She was an avid
reader, knitter, and baker, plus she loved
playing games especially bridge. An athletic
person her entire life, she enjoyed golf,
tennis, Pilates, and long walks. With an eye
for style, she had exquisite taste in clothes
and a flair for fine furnishings and art.

She loved to write and would begin
each day by journaling. She was in the
process of writing a memoir about her
experience with losing a beloved spouse.
The book she planned to finish, which she
titled, The Mourning After, was intended
to help others by sharing her experience
and offering coping strategies that she
cultivated. She even took an intensive
continuing education memoir writing
class through Stanford.

If she could write her own last chapter

of life, it would be an altogether satisfying
ending. She visited Indianapolis this past
summer and had an incredible time, she
returned to the Bay Area and resumed her
life there with gusto. When she died 
suddenly and unexpectedly, she did so
without any regrets and felt the peace of
mind that her loved ones are all fine and
flourishing.

Her absence feels hollow, but we will
move forward stronger and wiser because
her teachings and wise words are tattooed
in our hearts and embedded in our minds.
We find comfort knowing she is with dad
and other loved ones. There is a strong fan
club somewhere waiting for her with
widespread arms to welcome her zealously.
They might even be playing a showtune
for her grand entrance.

She is survived by her family: Mitch
Tuchman and his wife Daren and their
children Jack, Leo, and Lucy of Menlo
Park, Calif; Ellen Tuchman Rothmann and
her husband John and their children
Samuel and Joel of San Francisco; and
Kathy Tuchman Glass and her husband,
Mike, and their children Marshall and
Kimmie of Woodside, Calif.

A private family service was held on
October 14th. The family requests that
memorial donations be made to: Pitt
Hopkins (www.pitthopkins.org), Congre-
gation Emanu-El (www.emanuelsf.org),
or National Organization for Women
(www.now.org).

Michael “Mickey” Kor, 95, passed
peacefully on Oct. 19,
2021, surrounded by
friends and family. He was
a Holocaust survivor,
Purdue University’s great-
est fan, and husband to
Eva Mozes Kor, founder
of CANDLES Holocaust Museum and
Education Center. Mickey was born in
Riga, Latvia to Scholom and Mirka Kor on
Oct. 24, 1925, and was the youngest of
four boys. Because his father was a shoe-

(see Obituaries, page IN 17)

The Jewish Funeral Home of Greater Indianapolis

317-873-4776
11411 N. Michigan Road

just north of I-465
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OBITUARIES
(continued from page IN 13)

Ethan, Spencer and Madi. No matter how
busy he was or how sick he felt, he always
had time for them and showered them
with his love. If you wanted to make Jim
smile (and that was rarely difficult to do),
all you had to do was to get him to talk
about his children.

In 2013, Jim fully committed to AEPi’s
executive staff as its Assistant Executive
Director and Chief Operating Officer. Jim
and Ali moved their family to the Indianapolis
area where they were beyond fortunate to
make many great and special lifelong
friends, Linda and Todd Maurer and
Aimee and Aaron Carroll who, along with
their children, quickly became their family.

In 2018, Jim was named AEPi’s Chief
Executive Officer and assumed the
responsibility of leading the world’s lead-
ing Jewish fraternity. His calm demeanor,
welcoming personality, and strong vision
for the future were immediately apparent,
and the fraternity flourished under his
leadership, even during the COVID 
pandemic. If you asked Jim, though, what
accomplishments he was most proud of
during his tenure as CEO, he would tell
you that it was a tie between seeing his
daughter Madi at her Bat Mitzvah and
being present at the initiation into AEPi of
his sons, Ethan and Spencer.

Even while fighting a three-year battle
against cancer and dealing with unimagin-
able pain, Jim’s commitment to his family
and fraternity never wavered. His biggest fear
was never death; it was letting those he loved
down. He never needed to worry, of course.

It is said that the ones who love us never
really leave us, and Jim’s legacy will last 
for generations. And though our hearts
are broken, and we will miss his presence
terribly, we are comforted in the knowl-
edge that Jim Fleischer made a difference
in his life and in ours. HE WAS THE BEST!

Donations to support Jim’s family can be
made to the Alpha Epsilon Pi Foundation:
https://www.aepi.org/jim-memorial/.

A service was held at Congregation 
Beth El Zedeck, followed by burial at 
the cemetery. The service is also available
via livestream on Beth El’s website at
www.BEZ613.org. Arrangements by
Aaron Ruben Nelson Mortuary.

Igor P. Mazyar, 86, of Indianapolis,
passed away Oct. 11, 2021. He was born
in Slavuta, Ukraine on Aug. 8, 1935 to the
late Peysach and Shaindel Mazyar. Igor
earned his PhD from Moscow State Textile
Institute in mechanical engineering. He
was a very intelligent man, not only in his
studies but also as an engineer with over
100 patents. Igor immigrated in 1997 to
Ann Arbor, Mich., and in 2017, he relocated
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After years of thought, preparation,
and purposeful collaboration with local
Jewish organizations, Indianapolis Opera
is thrilled to present a double-bill of
Brundibar & Vedem. This project is pre-
sented in remembrance of the Holocaust
and the 77th anniversary of the liberation
of concentration camps across Europe.
These magnificent works revolve around
the Theresienstadt (pronounced: tuh-RAY-
zee-uhn-shtat) camp and the children’s
lives affected therein.

Connected with this important project
are various outreach events in the com-
munity which also seek to educate and
inspire, including documentary screenings,
discussions with survivors, art exhibits,
and more. The Opera is proud to collabo-
rate with the Indianapolis Children’s
Choir for this production which will run
from March 18-20, 2022 at The Toby
[Theater] at Newfields. This is the
Indianapolis debut of Brundibar & Vedem
and marks the first collaboration between
Indianapolis Opera and the Indianapolis
Children’s Choir.

Written by Jewish Czech composer Hans
Krása and librettist Adolf Hoffmeister in

1938 in the ghettos of Prague, the children’s
opera Brundibar is a parable of hope and
justice. The opera was performed 55 times
by the children of the Nazi concentration
camp Terezin, under the direction of
Jewish music teachers. The story focuses
on children Annette and Little Joe, as they
struggle to help their sick mother. To raise
money, they decide to sing in the market-
place, but Brundibar, the evil organ
grinder, chases them away. With the help
of their imagination, a dog, a cat, a sparrow,
and other townspeople, they overcome the
evil Brundibar and return home in victory.

Vedem is a theatrical oratorio that
directly describes the events experienced
at Terezin during the Holocaust, the exact
location of Brundibar’s propagandized
history. The story centers on a group of
boys living in Terezin and their under-
ground newspaper of poetry and essays
called “Vedem,” Czech for “In the Lead.”
Written by Lori Laitman, an American
composer of Jewish heritage, Vedem is the
first piece composed by a female composer
to be performed with the company.

For more information about the Brundibar
& Vedem Project with Indianapolis Opera,
please visit: https://www.indyopera.org/
brundibarvedem.html, or contact Education
Director Lyndsay Moy at 317-283-3531 or
moy@indyopera.org. Indianapolis Opera,
4011 North Pennsylvania St., Indianapolis
IN 46205. AAAA

Brundibar & Vedem in
Indianapolis, March ’22

L-R: Rehearsal pianist Andrew Pham, with
singers Laura Kendal Zahn and Felipe Prado
of the Indianapolis Opera at the program 
at The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis.
Photos credit: Kay Feeney-Caito.
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Dr. John Abrams has been practicing
Ophthalmology in Indianapolis for 34
years. His father J.J. Abrams, of blessed
memory, had worked as an Optometrist in
the city for 70 years before he passed away
at age 93 in April 2020. Fifteen of those
years he worked in the office with his son.
Now Dr. John’s daughter, Dr. Leslie
Abrams Tobe has been working in the
office with her father for the past four
years. For a couple of years all three 
generations were working together.

Currently there are seven doctors with
Abrams EyeCare Associates in their two
offices on the north and west sides of the
city. Besides Dr. John and his daughter Dr.
Leslie, are Michael Hopen,
M.D.; Clay Jones, O.D.;
Deborah Mann, O.D.;
Bettye-Jo Rawls Lloyd,
M.D.; and the newest one
on board is Rolando
Mendoza Lopez, O.D.

During his 70 years of
practice, J.J (Jerry) Abrams had done 
mission work every year in places like
Honduras and Haiti with VOSH Indiana.
VOSH stands for Volunteer Optometric

Services to Humanity, and about 25 of their
chapters travel to third world countries.
Locally he also volunteered at Damar,
the home for autistic and special needs
children on the southwest side. This past
year Dr. John put an exam room for eye
patients in their Healthcare Center that 
is going to be called the J.J. Abrams
Memorial Eye Examination Suite. Dr. John
and some of his doctors will go there once
a month to continue doing what Jerry used
to do. The dedication will be this spring.

Along this same vein, Dr. Abrams is
planning to open an Abrams EyeCare
Office on the east side of town to serve 
the Latino population, that is largely
underserved in regard to eye care. It will
be part of the big Alivio Medical Center.
That office will be ready to open sometime
in the next four to six months. Dr.
Mendoza Lopez will be the main doctor
working there because he speaks fluent
Spanish and Dr. Hopen speaks enough
Spanish to be able talk to patients for 
surgery. The office will have all Latino
technicians, opticians and front desk
receptionists. These are two projects that
Abrams EyeCare is undertaking to keep
Jerry’s philanthropic work alive.

Dr. Abrams has donated his professional
services to Prevent Blindness of Indiana,
Project Health, the American Academy of

Ophthalmology and various services
organizations to provide eye care for those
less fortunate. He has provided treatment
and performed surgery on immigrants and
visiting patients from Russia, Africa, the
Middle East, Europe, South America and
the Caribbean. Dr. Abrams enjoys com-
munity volunteerism while serving on
many charitable Boards of Directors for
over 30 years. AAAA

Abrams Eyecare’s
Expanding Philanthropy

Dr. Mendoza

The staff of Abram’s Eyecare wish the
community a Happy Hanukkah with the
hanukkiah colored by Leslie’s daughter
and John’s granddaughter, Bella Tobe.
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maker, Mickey’s family did not have the
resources to escape when the Nazis invad-
ed, and they were forced into the Riga
ghetto.

His father was murdered by a guard on
the same day that the family was forced
into the ghetto leaving his mother to
move them in alone. During the liquida-
tion of the ghetto, Mickey’s mother saved
his life by pushing him into the group of
older boys that would be selected for slave
labor. This was the last time he ever saw
her. Mirka and the rest of the ghetto inhab-
itants who were not selected for forced
labor were murdered in a mass shooting.

After surviving four years of forced labor
in four different camps, Mickey was liber-
ated in 1945 by United States soldiers
from the 250th Engineer Combat Army
Battalion. Mickey was able to speak several
languages because he was transferred
through so many different camps. He was
able to serve as the battalion’s translator
through which he became close friends
with Lieutenant Colonel Nehf. After the
war, Mickey petitioned to move to Indiana
and Lieutenant Colonel Nehf found a
sponsor for Mickey to move to Nehf’s
hometown of Terre Haute. Mickey became
an American citizen and a frequent visitor
of the Nehf home where he taught him-
self to play the piano.

Mickey was visiting family in Israel in
1960 when he met Eva Mozes and within
weeks the two were engaged. After they
were married, they moved to Terre Haute
where they raised two children. Mickey
attended Purdue University and became a
licensed pharmacist as well as a lifelong
fan of the university’s sporting teams.

When Eva opened CANDLES Holocaust
Museum and Education Center in 1995,
he stood by her side. And he remained by
her side when they had to rebuild the
museum after the arson attack in 2003.
Mickey volunteered at CANDLES as a
docent, always greeting any guests with
the utmost politeness, and he could often
be found in the back of the museum 
happily playing the piano for anyone who
would listen. Mickey utilized his passion
for sports when sharing his story with 
visitors. When parts of his story became
too hard to tell he would use sports analo-
gies to continue.

He is survived by his son, Dr. Alex Kor of
Carmel, Ind.; daughter, Rina Kor of Terre
Haute; nephews, Robert of Connecticut
and Zori and Avshalom of Israel; niece,
Miri of Israel; and several great-nieces and
nephews. He was preceded in death by his
wife of 59 years, Eva Mozes Kor; brothers,
Schliom, Leiba, and Soruch; and his parents.

A private graveside service was held at

Highland Lawn Cemetery in Terre Haute
(officiated by Rabbi Benjamin Sendrow of
Congregation Shaarey Tefilla of Carmel
Ind.). In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made in Mickey’s honor to either the
CANDLES Holocaust Museum and
Education Center, Attn: In Memory of
Mickey Kor, 1532 S. 3rd Street, Terre
Haute, IN 47802; or to the Michael
“Mickey” Kor Scholarship at Purdue
University: https://connect.purdue.edu/
inmemoryofmickeykor

Howard Steven Glanzman, 54, of
Indianapolis, passed away from prolonged
health issues on Oct. 24, 2021. He was
born on Jan. 19, 1967. He is survived by his
mother, Linda Stark Glanzman; sisters,
Amy Glanzman and Paula Goldberg;
niece, Elyse Goldberg and nephews,
Daniel and Benjamin Goldberg. Howard
was preceded in death by his father,
Ronald Glanzman and brother-in-law,
Adam Goldberg.

Graveside services were held on
October 27th in Beth-El Zedeck North
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may 
be made to Congregation Beth-El Zedeck
in memory of Howard Glanzman. The
family wishes to extend their heartfelt
gratitude to The Woods School of
Langhorne, Pa., Insights Consulting and
American Village for their devoted care.
Arrangement entrusted to Aaron Ruben
Nelson Mortuary.

Sidney “Sid” Mishkin, 84, passed
away Oct. 29, 2021. He was born in North
Charleroi, Pa., on Aug. 29, 1937, to the 
late Joseph Nathan Mishkin and Edith
(Bergstein) Mishkin and grew up in

Donora, a western Pennsylvania steel
town about 60 miles south
of Pittsburgh. He was 
fortunate to be part of a
dedicated community of
about 50 Jewish families
and to be raised in the 
rich cultural diversity of
Donora. Sid loved Donora. As he wrote 
in his memoir, Memories of Donora, he was
always Donora Proud.

Sid graduated from Donora High
School in 1955. The principal helped 
him become part of an early work-study 
program at Wilmington College, a small
Quaker school in Wilmington, Ohio, where
he majored in accounting and history.
Thanks to the Hermann Krannert
Fellowship, he was able to attend law
school at Indiana University. There he met
his future wife, Sharon Lasky Mishkin, in
1960. They were married in 1962 after Sid
received his JD, and they then moved to
Indianapolis, where they lived until Sid’s
death 59 years later.

Sid and Sharon had three children,
Tracy, Jennifer, and Joe, and Sid practiced
law for 40 years. Sid said, “If you don’t
have the good fortune to be born a
Hoosier, have the good sense to become a
Hoosier by choice.”His professional affili-
ations included the Indiana State Bar
Association, the American Bar Association,
the American Trial Lawyers Association,
the Indiana Trial Lawyers Association, and
the Bar of the Supreme Court of the
United States.

Sid renewed his connection to Judaism
when he and Sharon celebrated their 
25th anniversary in 1987. In the years that
followed, he served as a lay leader in many
capacities, including leading services with
the Loyal Daily Minyan at Beth-El Zedeck
and some High Holiday services and
directing the Saturday afternoon Torah
study. In 2015, he published a book titled,
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Tribute to Mickey Kor
“His story is as important as Eva’s,”

was the gist of a long-ago conversation
between my parents, of blessed 
memory. They were talking about
Mickey Kor. While in high school, I
sporadically worked in the office of my
dad, an old-fashioned family doctor,
who practiced medicine in Terre Haute
for more than 50 years. Dad referred
patients who asked where they should
fill their prescriptions, to Mickey, who
had my dad’s complete confidence.
Perhaps Buchenwald created a special
bond between the two men. Dad, as
part of an advance medical battalion 
in the U.S. Army, was a liberator of
Buchenwald.Thus, he knew exactly the
conditions Mickey had to endure and
appreciated what it took to survive. I
have inherited that knowledge. Rest in
peace, Mickey; you deserve it.

Miriam Zimmerman, a Kor family
friend who began her column for the JPO
in 1985. AAAA
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The Unvarnished Torah: Observations,
Questions and Answers of a Jewish Lawyer,
based on his years of thinking about
Judaism and leading the Saturday after-
noon Torah study.

Sid and Sharon traveled extensively
throughout the world, visiting all seven
continents. If you asked Sid about his
favorite trip, he didn’t really have one, but
he was always happy to tell you about the
most recent one. In March 2020, Sid and
Sharon took their last trip together, to the
town of Churchill in Manitoba, Canada to
see the Aurora Borealis. Sid especially
enjoyed trips where he could meet people
from tribal cultures who were not neces-
sarily the majority in their country. When
he learned that traditional African art is
functional (such as an elaborately carved
ritual item rather than a painting or 
sculpture), he steered his collecting in that
direction. Jewish art similarly emphasizes
function and beauty together. He also
enjoyed traveling to see animals native to
India and Africa such as lions, elephants,
and baboons.

In 2003, Sid was diagnosed with stage 
4 Mantle Cell Lymphoma. Dr. Ruemu
Birhiray, a very caring oncologist, led his
care team. Sid celebrated his successful
bone marrow transplant with a return trip
to Antarctica. In his later years, he had
several doctors who took excellent care of
him. His final hours were eased by the
compassionate nurses and doctors of
Methodist Hospital.

Sid was proud that he went from being a
scholarship recipient to a donor and leader
at Wilmington College and at Indiana
University. He endowed several scholar-
ships and served twelve years on the
Board of Trustees (2002-2014), including
six years as Chair.

Sid recently made a generous donation
to Hooverwood Living to aid in starting 
an elder abuse prevention program. He
was President of Camp Fire, Inc. while his
children were involved in the organization
and took an active role in their activities.
Sid participated in Interfaith Alliance
Indianapolis and made many lasting
friendships throughout the interfaith
community.

Sid was an avid tennis player since 
college. He enjoyed having a few cold
ones with his friends after their games.

Sid was predeceased by his parents, his
brother Allen Mishkin, and his nephew
Michael Kramer.

Sid is survived by his wife Sharon; his
children Tracy Mishkin (Martin Ruelas),
Jennifer Mishkin-Krause (Andreas Krause),
and Joe Mishkin (Kelly Lay); his sisters
Toby Kramer and Debbie Mishkin; his

grandson Ray Kelley Mishkin; and his
nephews Jim and Bob Kramer.

The funeral took place Oct. 31, 2021, at
Congregation Beth-El Zedeck and burial
followed at Beth-El Zedeck North Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made in his memory to Congregation
Beth-El Zedeck, Wilmington College,
Wilmington, OH, and the Maurer School
of Law or the Borns Jewish Studies
Program at Indiana University. Arrangements
by Aaron Ruben Nelson Mortuary.

Fred Dorman, 83, a
lifelong Indianapolis resi-
dent, passed away Nov. 6,
2021. Fred was preceded
in death by his beloved
parents, Harry Robert and
Dorothy Bilker Dorman.

Proficient in all sports, Fred was a member
of the varsity tennis team at Shortridge High
School, his alma mater, and was named a
state champion in handball, racquetball,
and tennis. His childhood backyard
included a full basketball court, where his
many high school friends gathered for
raucous nightly games. In addition, he
participated in the Tabernacle Presbyterian
Church youth basketball leagues.

His love of sports was exceeded only by
his affinity for cars, motorcycles, and boats.
In fact, after attending Indiana University,
Fred ventured into the family auto parts
business and then started his own enter-
prise at just 20 years old, wholesaling heavy
equipment and vehicles. He remained suc-
cessfully self-employed until his retirement.

He proudly served in the U.S. National
Guard and later married Sharon Cohen
Dorman, his wife of 38 years, who survives
him. Other survivors include his children
Melissa Wittenbaum (Brad), Evan Dorman,
Ryan Dorman (Lee), and Amanda Vela
(Josh). They remember their father as fun-
loving as he was attentive and remember
with fondness his vocal coaching from the
stands during their tennis games and
water skiing instruction from the boat to
which they were tethered.

He also is survived by a brother, Dan
Dorman, and two sisters, Judy Dorman
Kaufman and Deborah Dorman Paul, who
recall his many pranks and lessons,
including how to throw underhanded
basketball free-throws and drive seated
on phone books well before their 16th
birthdays. He was the doting grandfather
of eight: Alex, Sarah, Jacob, and Andrew
Wittenbaum; Rafael and Helio Dorman;
and Jack and Lily Vela. Funeral services
were private.

Memorial contributions may be made to
Congregation Beth-El Zedeck (where Fred
was a member), the Hasten Hebrew Academy
of Indianapolis, and IndyHumane.org.
Arrangements entrusted to Aaron Ruben

Nelson Mortuary.

Miriam “Mimi” (Bernstein) Werner,
100, passed away Nov. 9,
2021. She was born on the
south side of Indianapolis
and celebrated her 100th
birthday last July 10th. She
was married to Stanley
Werner, who passed away
on Oct. 28, 1990, while they lived in
Sarasota, Fla. Ironically, Mimi passed away
on what would have been their 74th 
wedding anniversary. After Stanley’s
death, Mimi moved back to Indianapolis
and began working at Hooverwood,
managing the Guild office until her retire-
ment at 88. An avid Maj Jong player, Mimi
also loved cooking for friends and family,
especially for the holidays. She will be
remembered for her extraordinary memory,
her quick wit and sense of humor.

Besides her husband she was preceded
in death by her brothers, Alex and Moe
Bernstein, sisters, Dolly Herman, Bae
Cohen, Molly Reiter and several loving
nieces and nephews. Mimi is survived by
her daughters, Sandi Werner and Judy
Ries. The family wishes to thank and
acknowledge the incredible staff and
devoted caregivers at Traditions at North
Willow and her personal aide Caroline for
taking such great care of her, especially
these last few months. In lieu of flowers,
donations may be made to the Shelly
Shane Social Action fund c/o Indianapolis
Hebrew Congregation (www.ihcindy.org)
or a charity of choice.

Arrangements by Aaron Ruben
Nelson Mortuary. Friends may leave a
memory of Mimi or a message of condo-
lence at www.arnmortuary.com 

Bernard H. Horwitz, 95, life-long
resident of Indianapolis, died on Nov. 17,
2021. He was born on Nov. 6, 1926, to
Samuel and Dora Horwitz. He was a grad-
uate of Manuel High School and Indiana
University and a proud Navy veteran of
World War II. An active member of
Congregation Beth-El Zedeck, The Shrine
and SerToma, Bernie loved travel and
playing golf.

He is survived by his loving wife,
Harriet; his children, Chelle (Warren) Kase
and Ed (Mary) Horwitz; his adoring
grandchildren, Erik and Hannah as well as
Emily, Ben, Sarah, Lia, Matt and Jessica;
brothers, Leon (Joan) and Irwin (Susan)
Horwitz; stepsons, Jeff (Catherine) and
Rick (Richelle) Mossler and numerous
extended family members

Graveside funeral services were
November 19th in Beth-El Zedeck North
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may 
be made to Hooverwood Living, 7001
Hoover Road, Indianapolis, IN 46260. AAAA
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All are welcome, so please join us each
day of Hanukkah as our local Jewish
organizations lead us in the lighting of 
our community hanukkiah (located in
Celebration Plaza on the west side of the
Max and Mae Simon Jewish Community
Campus). Dates, times, and organizations
as follows:

1st Candle: Sunday, Nov. 28, at 5 p.m. –
Indiana Jewish Discovery Center and
Jewish Federation of Greater Indianapolis

2nd Candle: Monday, Nov. 29, at 5 p.m. –
Jewish Community Center and
Hooverwood Living

3rd Candle: Tuesday, Nov. 30, at 5 p.m. –
Hasten Hebrew Academy of Indianapolis

4th Candle: Wednesday, Dec. 1, at 5 p.m. –
Etz Chaim Sephardic Congregation

5th Candle: Thursday, Dec. 2, at 5 p.m. –
Chabad Lubavitch of Indiana and
Jewish Federation of Greater Indianapolis

6th Candle: Friday, Dec. 3, at 4:30 p.m. –
Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation 
and Indianapolis Jewish Community
Relations Council

7th Candle: Saturday, Dec. 4, at 7 p.m. –
Congregation Shaarey Tefilla and
Congregation Beth Shalom

8th Candle: Sunday, Dec. 5, at 5 p.m, –
Congregation Beth-El Zedeck AAAA

2021 Indianapolis 
Community
Hanukkiah Lighting

Let’s Play Dreidel!
From two to eight people can play, but it’s most fun in groups of four to six. Everybody

gets an equal number of pennies (or nuts or counters) and puts one in the center for the
pot. Each player gets a turn to spin the dreidel. If it lands with the i (nun) up,
the player gets nothing; with the g (gimel) up, the player takes all the coins
from the pot; with the x(heh) up, the player takes half of the coins
from the pot; with the c(shin) up, the unlucky player gives one penny
to the pot. When the pot empties after a gimel, each player puts a
penny in and the games goes on. Play can continue until a predeter-
mined time limit, at which point the player with the most coins wins,
or until one play has all the coins that all of the players began with.

Happy

Hanukkah!
Happy

Hanukkah!


