The Jewish

Post&Opinion
Presenting a broad spectrum of Jewish

National Edition

News and Opinions since 1935.

Volume 81, Number 3 • March 25, 2015 • 5 Nissan 5775
www.jewishpostopinion.com • www.ulib.iupui.edu/digitalscholarship/collections/JPO

Happy Passover

Cover photo by Steve Schuster
(see About the Cover, p. 2).

2 The Jewish Post & Opinion – NAT March 25, 2015
help me to leave Egypt behind,
To hear Your voice,
To accept Your guidance
And to see the miracles in each new day.
n our January editions we published Blessed are You, God of wonder,
two readings from the book Jewish Prayers You set Your people on the road
of Hope and Healing by Alden Solovy. He to redemption.
has also written a small book with 18
© 2015 Alden Solovy and www.tobendreadings to help infuse more meaning into light.com. All rights reserved.
the holiday of Passover, the seders and
springtime. It is titled, Haggadah Companion:
In February in the local daily newspaper,
Meditations and Readings.
the Indianapolis Star, I noticed a special
The four chapters are
section on Women’s Heart Health. It said
“Freedom”,“Social Justice”,
heart disease and stroke is the top cause
“Praises”, and “Past and
of death of women in the United States.
Future”. The book also
Sponsored by the American Heart
includes an “Introduction”
Association (AHA), the section highlights
and “Seder Overview”
the organization’s “Go Red For Women”
to point out potentially Alden Solovy campaign and the debut of the AHA’s new
meaningful places in the seder where one catchphrase “Life is Why.”
could include these readings.
In previous years women have been
After reading the book, I felt that alerted to the symptoms and warning
anyone could benefit from these readings signs of heart disease which is different
at any time, not only during this season.
than those for men. Women already know
Like the four sons
the importance of lifestyle changes such
(and daughters) in
as quitting smoking, improving diet, exerthe seder, I am
cising regularly, and keeping cholesterol
thankful for four
and blood pressure at healthy levels.
things. (1) the
The chairperson of the Indianapolis Go
opportunity
to
Red for Women campaign is Dr. Lisa
review this book
Harris, CEO of Eskenazi Health. She is a
(2) the author
strong believer in prevention. She would
leading me down
like to keep people out of the hospital,
a path toward
because chronic illness is easier to prevent
freedom (3) learnthan cure. Although she says new drugs
ing that one does
and surgery are much appreciated, she
not have to wait to have this because does not think those will turn the corner
I experienced it while I was reading it, on cardiovascular health for American
and (4) being able to share with my dear women. She believes people changing
readers new ways that words can be put their behavior will have a bigger impact.
together to help enlighten us. Below is an
The National Platform of “Life is Why”
example of one reading.
provides motivation for those who want to
make lifestyle changes. Everyone has a
Egypt Inside
different reason to stay healthy. The AHA
This I confess to myself:
has a place on their website at lifeiswhy.org
I have taken Egypt with me.
for those who want to share their personal
I’ve kept myself a slave to grief and loss,
“why” by typing it in the box on that
Fear and anger and shame.
screen. Improving longtime unhealthy
I have set myself up as taskmaster,
habits is difficult, and people need as
Driving my own work beyond the limits
much support as possible. Typing one’s
Of reasonable time and common sense.
reason “why”can provide help beyond the
I’ve seen miracles from heaven,
physical realm, it adds an emotional boost.
Signs and wonders in my own life,
After hearing about this, I began thinking
And still wait for the heavens to speak.
about what I would type in that box. Many
different possibilities came to mind.
God of redemption,
Besides being able to attend future simchas
With Your loving and guiding hand,
(happy occasions) of family and friends,
leaving Egypt is easy.
other reasons that came to mind were also
Leaving Egypt behind is a struggle.
predictable. Examples of these were to be
In Your wisdom,
able to watch another beautiful sunset,
You have given me this choice:
feeling the warmth of the sun on a cold
To live in a tyranny of my own making,
day, hearing an inspiring speech, and
Or to set my heart free to love You,
experiencing the caring of and for another
To love Your people
person facing a challenge. Even the idea
And to love myself.
that our body is a temple – a gift from God
– and we must take very good care of it,
God of freedom,
seemed like a cliché.

Editorial
I

About the Cover
Tradition in first-person plural
By Steve Schuster

K

eeping Judaism Alive
is a multidimensional,
multifaceted and sometimes even a multimedia
proposition. But no event
instantiates the concept of
Keeping Judaism Alive S. Schuster
more personally and with
such universal participation than does our
Passover seder.
Wherever in the world we Jews are on
each 15 of Nissan, we make or we find a
seder. In late March of 1980, for example, my
friend Kenny and I walked into Shabbat
services at the Tempio Maggiore di Roma –
The Great Synagogue of Rome, which,
from its perch on the banks of the Tiber
River, overlooked the former ghetto where
the city’s Jews were required to live until
1870. Before the evening ended, Rome’s
Jews had settled their quarrel over the
honor of hosting us for seder two nights
thereafter, setting our stage for an indelibly
memorable seder adventure that year.
At whatever table we find ourselves
reclining, the object of and commandment
fulfilled by each seder experience is, of
course, the vivid retelling of the grand
Exodus pageant. And whereas unbiased
narrative historiography is the customary
method of chronicling bygone events, critical historical analysis is not the principal
medium through which the collective
memory of the Jewish people is kept alive.
Indeed, while scholarly historiography
always recounts in third-person plural
terms – they, them, theirs – our Passover
seder is a unique observance in its firstperson plural reliving of a group-memory.
We. Us. Ours.
Surely no other historical occurrence
has been kept so personally alive as our
Exodus, and we owe the infinitely renewable vitality of our story to ourselves,
having never failed to ardently nurture
our first-person plural genetic memory.
As we learn through Torah study, our
Hebrew Bible is unambiguous in
commanding memory. Its injunctions
to remember are unconditional and the
Hebrew word zachar (remember) appears
in various forms no less than 169 times.
And just in case we fail to be absolutely
clear on the concept, the Torah often
complements the “remember” imperative
(see Cover, page 7)
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I continued thinking about this when
I traveled to Bloomington, Ind., to attend
Friday evening services at Congregation
(see Editorial, page 3)
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Chassidic Rabbi

EDITORIAL

BY RABBI BENZION COHEN

Beth Shalom with special guest Rabbi
Andrew Hahn, Ph.D. He is called the
Kirtan Rabbi because he performs calland-respond chants in his services
and concerts. Kirtana practice comes
from India and involves chanting hymns
or mantras to the accompaniment
of instruments. Kirtana is sometimes
accompanied by story-telling and acting.
In this expressive service on Feb. 7, the
chanting was in Hebrew.
The siddur (prayer book) we used was
Reform Judaism’s Mishkan T’Filah. Some
of the prayers in it relate to remembering
our ancestors. How they paved the way for
us, and how we have to honor them by
living good lives resonated with me and I
knew that would be my motivation for
making necessary lifestyle changes. If one
considers family and friends such as aunts
and uncles, grandparents and many
generations who came before, countless
people are being honored when one lives
a healthy lifestyle.
All of us at The Jewish Post & Opinion
wish our readers a happy, healthy, kosher
and meaningful Pesach.
Jennie Cohen, March 25, 2015 A

The Torah
W

hen you buy a car, it comes with an
owner’s manual. The people who made
the car tell you how to take care of it. If
you follow these instructions, you have a
good chance that your car will last a long
time and serve you well.
Hashem (G-d) made us and all of the
world. And He provided us with an
owner’s manual, the Torah. How do we
know that the Torah is from Hashem? The
Lubavitcher Rebbe suggested a simple
proof: the Torah works! The more Torah
that you learn, the more Mitzvahs
(commandments) that you fulfill, the
better your life will be.
This has been my personal experience.
I was born in Indianapolis in 1950. In
those days there was no Jewish day school
nearby, so I attended public school. I only
learned a little Torah, and fulfilled only
a few Mitzvahs. Did I have a happy life?
Not especially.
At the age of 18 I dropped out of
Hebrew University and started learning
Torah full time in the Lubavitcher Yeshiva
in Kfar Chabad. My life took a dramatic
turn for the better. I remember sitting
with my fellow students in the dining
room of the Yeshiva, enjoying the Shabbos
(Sabbath) meal. I said to myself “Wow!
This Shabbos is worth more than all of the
17 years that I spent in Indianapolis!”
How can one Shabbos be worth more
than 17 years in Indianapolis? The Torah
teaches us that there are different levels
of pleasure and enjoyment. The lowest
level is physical and material. This is the
pleasure that we get from eating tasty
food and indulging in other material
pleasures. A higher type of pleasure comes
from music. This is more refined and
spiritual in nature. These were the only
types of pleasures that I experienced in the
first 17 years of my life.
Level three is spiritual pleasure. This
comes from doing Mitzvahs. If I help
someone, he feels better, and so do I. If I
cheer someone up, he is happier, and so
am I. These are pleasures that I discovered
in Kfar Chabad. In Indianapolis I learned
to take. Take as much as you can. I was
told that I was smart. Therefore I could
learn a good profession, earn a lot of
money, and buy a nice house and a fancy
car. Have a good time. If someone gets
hurt in the process, that is not my worry.
In Kfar Chabad I learned to give. The
Torah teaches us that Hashem created us,
and part of our purpose in life is to give, to

(continued from page 2)
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help. This is a very important lesson. Take
marriage for example. If two people get
married, each dreaming about what they
can take and will get for themselves, sooner
or later there will be conflicts.The marriage
will go sour or even break up. But what if
they get married planning to give to each
other, to help each other, to make each
other happy? They will certainly be able to
live happily ever after.
This is how one Shabbos in Kfar Chabad is
so precious.The Sabbath is a day of holiness.
When I came to the Yeshiva I started to
observe all of the laws of Shabbos and got a
big dose of this holiness.This holiness came
with a lot of wonderful spiritual pleasure.
All of the pleasures that I experienced in
Indianapolis paled in comparison.
We are now approaching Pesach, the
holiday of our freedom and redemption
from exile in Egypt. Our Rabbis taught that
in Nissan, the month of Pesach, our fathers
were redeemed. And in Nissan we too will
be redeemed from our present exile. Let us
learn more Torah and do more Mitzvahs to
find real freedom for ourselves, and our
small corners of the world. All of these
Mitzvahs together will bring our complete
and final redemption, right now.
We wish all of our readers a Kosher and
happy Pesach. We want Moshiach now!
Rabbi Cohen lives in K’far Chabad,
Israel. He can be reached by email at
bzcohen@orange.net.il. A
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Divine Name of such transcendent power,
love and compassion that is available to
all, regardless of a person’s worthiness.
It was with this Name that God took
the Jewish people out of Egypt. It is
this Divine Name that is considered the
BY MELINDA RIBNER
treasure chest of blessings in kabbalah.
Just as the Jewish people called out to God
when the slavery they experienced in Egypt
became too intense, so we call out to God
when we feel the call within ourselves for
a new way. Often times, for many of us, it
he new month of Nissan began on is when we truly feel the heavy toll that
March 21, as did the spring equinox. The limitations and challenges have placed
month of Nissan is called the “Chodesh upon us that we are ready to move away
Ha’Aviv”the month of spring. The scent of from what is familiar. Nissan is the time
spring in the air makes us aware of the to go forward, to be open to the new.
new life emerging in nature and reminds Passover is the headquarters for this leap.
us to pay attention to the new energies
Going forward in our lives always takes
stirring within us as well. It has been an a level of trust and faith. Many times,
unusually cold and bitter winter for many people are unhappy repeating old patterns
this year, but spring is coming. There is a in their lives, but they hold on to what
heavenly influx of grace and compassion is familiar because that makes them feel
in this month of Nissan that enables us to safe. But in truth, holding on to something
go forward in our lives.
that is toxic, that is limiting, does not offer
Nissan is the headquarters for new real security, but only the illusion of
beginnings. This is the month to leave your security. To go into the unknown, to be
personal restrictions and limitations and open to new possibilities within ourselves,
move to greater freedom. It is a time of takes letting go of limiting ways we have
miracles and redemption.This was the month defined ourselves. Being open to the new
when the Jewish people were redeemed takes courage and faith.
from Egypt, and it will be the month in the
If you had faith and trust in God, what
future when the final redemption will take would you do? How would you experience
place. In every Nissan there is the hope yourself and your life? What changes
and expectation that something new and would you make in your life? How can you
wonderful will take place.
heighten your faith and trust in God? These
The epitome of the energy of the month are questions to contemplate this month.
is the holiday of Passover, the celebration
The Passover Seder is all about questions.
of the miraculous departure of the Jewish The four questions are the centerpiece of
people from Egypt at the time of the the Seder. Sometimes, as my teacher Reb
full moon. The Holy One could have Shlomo [Carlebach] would say, the deepest
redeemed the Jewish people through questions do not always have answers. He
natural means but the whole purpose of the would say something like, “Don’t knock
exile and redemption of the Jewish people off a deep question with a stupid answer.”
was for God to be more openly revealed.
We have to be careful and not figure
With each of the ten plagues a different out answers with our minds to the deep
revelation of Godliness was revealed. questions of our hearts and soul. Rather
There are ten commandments, ten plaques, let’s give ourselves time to pray for
ten sayings in creation, ten sephirot guidance, and to listen to what is being
(Divine emanations) and they are all revealed within ourselves. By being with
connected, teaching us about who God is. our questions in prayer, God opens gates
The first commandment of the Ten of blessing for us, empowering us to go
Commandments begins,“I am YHVH who forward with faith.
took you out of the Land of Egypt, from
May we each take steps to greater
the house of bondage.” It is not really a freedom, to greater trust and faith in God
commandment in the usual sense but it in this month of Nissan.
reveals how God wants to be known to us.
Melinda Ribner L.C.S. W. is also the
This commandment asks us to be mindful author of Everyday Kabbalah, Kabbalah
that it is God who is the One who takes us Month by Month, and New Age Judaism.
out of limitation and into freedom.
Internationally known for her pioneering
Who is Yud Hay Vav Hay (YHVH) the work in kabbalistic meditation and healing,
tetragrammaton? God said earlier to Moses, she is also a spiritual psychotherapist and
“I am YHVH, I appeared to Abraham, for more than 30 years has used kabbalistic
Isaac and Jacob as EL Shaddai, I did not wisdom as part of treatment. She offers a
make myself known to them by MY Name free newsletter on meditation, healing,
YHVH.” El Shadai was a Divine Name kabbalistic energies of the months, holidays,
available to worthy individuals. YHVH is a and so forth. www.kabbalahoftheheart.com. A

Kabbalah
of the Month

Nissan –
moving forward
T

A Playful
Path
BY BERNIE DE KOVEN

Gamifying Pesach
G

amification. You know that word?
Basically, the idea is that since games are
so much fun, we can make things that
aren’t so fun more fun if we make them
more like a game. I, personally, don’t like
that idea so much. But I do like the idea of
making things more fun. So I came up
with a couple of game-like things you can
do during the Seder. And, like I said, this
isn’t what you’d traditionally consider
“gamification.”But neither is this how you
would traditionally celebrate Passover.
So here are two ideas. And all you have
to do is play.
First: You know the “Magid” part of the
Seder when you’re supposed to tell the
story of how we escaped from Egypt? So
this is how my father-in-law of blessed
memory used to gamify it:
He’d take the Afikomen: the piece of
matzah that’s already wrapped in a napkin
or something clean and lovely – the very
piece that you can eat only when the meal
is over. Not what you’d call a dessert, but a
traditional way for indicating that the meal
is over. Also, there’s already a game-like event
that happens right before, when someone
has to “steal” the Afikomen and hold it for
ransom before the meal can officially end.
So, what he’d do is take the napkinwrapped Afikomen and sling it over his
shoulder, and, while telling the story, he’d
dramatize it by trekking through the
house like someone trying to escape the
Egyptians with his meager treasure of
half-baked bread. All through the house
he’d go, sometimes a couple times, so far
away that sometimes you couldn’t even
hear what he was saying. But he’d keep
talking. And then, finally, he’d come back
to the Seder table, still telling the story.
Except, he wouldn’t have the Afikomen
with him anymore! Which would be a
signal for all the kids to run around the
house and try to find the Afikomen.
Second: The gamified version of the
traditional song “Dayeinu,” or “it would
have been enough for us.”
Given how hungry people get, it’s
probably best to wait until after dinner
for this one. Basically, people take turns,
each one adding something else that is
“miraculous”about the Seder.
P1 (the Bubbie): If all we did was eat
together like this, and sit together for the
whole meal, it would have been enough of
(see De Koven, page 5)

Jewish
Educator
BY AMY HIRSHBERG LEDERMAN

What questions do
you ask at Passover?
E

ver since I can remember, I have been
in a relationship with God. Despite growing
up in a family of agnostics, I always
believed in, and even felt, the presence of
God in my world. My idea of God as a
child was that of a Biblical God – allknowing, omnipotent, father-like, and
ubiquitous. My God was everywhere, like
a full time friend who protected and
accompanied me throughout the day.
When I was a sophomore at Oberlin
College, I had a vivid dream about God: I
was sitting in a vacant classroom, waiting for
class to begin. I asked aloud, to an empty
room,“What is God?”The answer came over
a loudspeaker, in a voice that was neither
male nor female, young or old, in a language
I didn’t know but totally understood.
“God is that force inside you that strives to
be good in a world which is not always good.”
I have embraced this idea of God since
my college days and it has served me well as
a compass when I have felt lost, afraid or
unsure. It has helped guide me in my choices
and soothe me in times of frustration or pain.
There is a LOT of God talk in Judaism.
Jewish liturgy and texts are filled with
references to God. We are commanded
to bless God 100 times a day – when we
wake up, before we eat, when we drink
wine and when we experience something
for the first time.
Jewish holidays often mention God but
the Mega-God holiday is Passover, which,
more than any other holiday, focuses our
attention on the actions of a God who
intervenes directly in history to save us.
Year after year we are commanded to
tell the story of how God took the Hebrew
slaves out of Egypt “with a strong hand
and an outstretched arm.” God delivered
the ten plagues upon Egypt and parted
the Red Sea so that the Israelites could
pass through in safety. God brought the
waters crashing down upon the Egyptian
soldiers who were following in pursuit.
Why did God do all of this? The answer
came seven weeks after the Exodus at the
base of Mount Sinai, where the Hebrew
people gathered for the first time to
experience the most profound moment
in Jewish history, the Revelation of the
Torah. It was here that over 600,000 (some
historians put it at two million) Hebrew
ex-slaves became unified as a spiritual nation,
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when they entered into the covenant with
God. They were given freedom for a
distinct and special purpose – to love God, to
follow the laws of the Torah and to become
rew, age 11, a Jewish
a “kingdom of priests and a holy nation.”
Our tradition teaches us that everyone child in Indianapolis, has
was present on that day – from the leaders been suffering from a
and the elders to the wood choppers and very rare disease Alport’s
the water carriers, from the oldest sages to Syndrome, which causes
the newborns. We are also taught that hearing loss and kidney failure, along with
each person saw, heard and understood eye problems, since age six. She attended
the word of God uniquely, according to the Hasten Hebrew Academy until she
his or her own knowledge, experience, was too weak to complete full school days.
Her condition worsened last summer
intellect and ability.
What I take from our teachings is this: requiring her to start daily dialysis.
A transplant team is actively searching for
At the very moment that we first came
together as the Jewish people, we also a live kidney donor. If you have type “O”
became aware that God would and could blood and would like to be considered,
mean something different and unique to please ask for Kelly at (317) 944-4370.
each of us. What we shared as a people at See www.facebook.com/kidneydrew and
the foot of Mt. Sinai was the undeniable ireport.cnn.com/docs/DOC-1081282. A
personal yearning to know God.
There is a line in the Haggadah that states:
“in every generation we should regard DE KOVEN
ourselves as though we personally left (continued from page 4)
Egypt.” One way that we can personally
experience this commandment is to see it a miracle already.
P2 (the Dad): If all we did was sit
as an invitation to think about the “God
together for a whole meal and have such
conversation”in our lives.
Do we feel a sense of God in our lives? delicious food, that would have been
Do we believe in the God of our youth or enough of a miracle.
P3 (the Zeida): If all we did was sit
have we abandoned those ideas as
remnants of simpler times and thoughts? together for a whole meal, eat such delicious
Do we yearn to hold on to something food, and read such an important story,
greater than ourselves, a higher power, a that would be more than enough already.
P4 (the big sister): If all we did was sit
sense of awe and wonder, that inner voice
together, eat such delicious food, read
that directs and guides us to do good?
Are we unsure if we believe in God at such an important story and sing together,
all? And if we don’t believe in God, what in Hebrew even, that would have been
does the God that we don’t believe in look miracle enough.
P5 (the baby brother): If all we did was
like or mean to us?
I’ll be honest. I miss the clarity I once sit together, eat so much, read and sing in
felt about “my” God and the comfort I Hebrew even, and if I had found the Afikomen
experienced from my unwavering faith. this time, that would have been a miracle.
P6 (the guy from Shule): If all we did
Over the years my clarity has been
replaced with a yearning to understand was sit together, eat so much, read and
the meaning of the totality of life – the joys sing in Hebrew even, with our little Barrele
and blessings as well as the challenges, finding the Afikomen, that would have
struggles and losses that I have faced. been enough, but with me getting to be
Where does God fit in to all of this and part of this whole thing, that is what I call
how? I can’t answer that for sure but I enough a miracle.”
And on, and on, round the table, each
know that I will never stop trying.
Passover is a wonderful opportunity to look person repeating the last appreciation and
at where we are as we wander through our adding yet one more, hitherto unmentioned
own desert of ideas about what God may or appreciation-worthy something…until it’s
may not mean to us. For a lively conversa- enough, already.
It’s a loving competition. So, if someone
tion you might even consider posing this
as the Fifth Question at your Seder: “How doesn’t remember all the things that were
recounted or has too much trouble finding
is my God different from your God?”
Amy Hirshberg Lederman is an author, the Afikomen, everybody can help. Next
Jewish educator, public speaker and attorney year, may we all find the Afikomen.
Bernie De Koven is the author of The Wellwho lives in Tucson. Her columns in the AJP
have won awards from the American Jewish Played Game, A Playful Path and Junkyard
Press Association, the Arizona Newspapers Sports. A Playful Path is available at: press.etc
Association and the Arizona Press Club for .cmu.edu/content/playfulpath, or purchased/
excellence in commentary. Visit her website downloaded from aplayfulpath.com – to be
entertained and learn about the author. A
at amyhirshberglederman.com. A
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source. One even announced that he
would have no patience nor sympathy for
free speech in that context. I am of the
opinion that to stifle free speech is not the
way to combat this cancer, because the
only way to combat such hatred is to face
BY RABBI IRWIN WIENER, D.D.
it head-on. We have seen all too often
what appeasement encourages, or worse,
more abuse until there is human misery.
Each episode in the lists of disgrace
was recently confronted with the and inhuman conduct is relegated to a
prospect of listening to a diatribe from a footnote in history. We get excited for a
so-called Baptist preacher. I say so-called moment, and when that moment is gone,
because I find it hard to understand so is our distaste for its utterances. In fact
how such venomous pronouncements we respond meekly because of our fears
could be delivered from the mouth of and intimidations. People with closed
someone supposedly dedicated to the minds and hate in their hearts work on
that fear. We need to bring to this
proposition that God is love.
The disturbing fact is that he lives in one-sided discussion the love and
our midst – in Tempe. The truth is that if connection that is the fundamental
someone uses words to incite violence, ingredient in a normal society. We need
then there is danger because there is to understand that connection is the
always someone to listen and act hallmark of Scripture, not division.
accordingly, especially with all the hate Perhaps, we should remember that the
and murder occurring in the world. development of human understanding
Things like this have a way of encouraging and compatibility are the messages found
in sound relationships with all people.
and attracting the fringe in our midst.
Hate is a disease that foments in
As a spiritual leader, I can tell you firsthand that this is not a new phenomenon. radicals determined to destroy the very
Anti-Semitism, or anti-Gay, or anti fabric of human existence. The essence of
anything has been around from the our goodness can be found in Moses, or
beginning of time. Another truth is that Jesus, or Mohammed, or The Biblical
hate creates more hate, regardless of who Prophets, or the Disciples, or Gandhi, or
it is directed at. There are all sorts of Mother Teresa, or Martin Luther King, Jr.,
reasons. I think, however, that the primary or Mandela. The list is endless, but
reason is that some are different even if an nowhere on the list will you ever find
attempt is made to meld. It also starts in the apostles of devastation. There are no
the home where prejudices are ingrained. holidays for ignorance or vileness.
These demons love to quote Scripture to
It is difficult to break the chain of influence.
I recently participated in a public embrace their contempt, but what they are
forum to discuss the problem of hate doing is showing their contempt for God.
speech, its negative aspects as well as any When Scripture enjoins us to “Love they
positive ones – such as the right to say neighbor as thyself,” it does not express
what is on our mind accorded us by the preferences. There is no distinction. It is a
Constitution of this great country. Some declarative statement, not suggestive, and
would argue that there is a distinction is universally understood by all people of
between free speech and purposeful goodwill as a sacrament.
Some believe that silence is golden,
provocation. The result is the same, mass
but silence leads to aquiessence. It is our
hysteria and even worse.
I would propose that free speech is duty, our moral obligation, not to cower
not only a right granted by law but also nor succumb to timidity. We need to
a God given right. We were created with join together to end these shameful and
the ability to communicate. This is a gift ignorant ranting’s of madmen that caters
given to us by the Creator. And, like all to the lowest level of human behavior.
I pray that we will have the courage and
gifts, we tend to abuse some and even
the fortitude, when called upon, to stand
develop excesses.
Seated at this forum, sponsored by the and declare, “Never Again,” and mean it,
Arizona Interfaith, were four individuals not as a slogan but as a clarion call to
and a moderator. The four participants remind everyone that, not now, not
consisted of an Evangelical Baptist tomorrow, not ever! We cannot wait. There
minister, a Church of Christ minister, is no room for hate speech to succeed
yours truly and a member of the Sikh because we are cowards.
Rabbi Wiener is spiritual leader of the
community. Seated in the audience
were people from all walks of life and Sun Lakes Jewish Congregation near
Phoenix, Ariz. He welcomes comments at
all persuasions.
One by one, my colleagues professed ravyitz @cox.net. His new book Living with
to abhor hate speech from whatever Faith can be purchased on Amazon.com. A
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Spoonful
of Humor
BY TED ROBERTS

Hooray for the Bar
Mitzvah teacher
W

ho’s the hero of the Bar Mitzvah
reception? Who garners more attention
than the kid himself? Maybe that’s why I,
a long-time instructor, love Bar Mitzvah
parties. Especially those with waiters
passing out apps – no, not computer
applications, but appetizers. And an open
bar; with NO tip cup. My fondness for free
food and drink is enhanced by the fact
that I’m the Bar Mitzvah teacher, not just
a plain old guest.
Of course, in the old days in Pinsk or
Minsk, the teacher was feted like royalty.
We Jews have always grandly treated
learning. There’s an ancient Midrash that
says Moses, Elijah, and Einstein began
their careers as Bar Mitzvah teachers.
Family: “Have a roast duck stuffed with
mushrooms, Mr. Roberts.” And here,
Mr. Roberts, have a bottle of fine Kosher
Rothschild champagne.” Or, “Teacher, as
you instructed young Shimmy, did you
notice his older sister, a beauty like Sarah?
And such a cook. I think she likes you.
Who couldn’t love a teacher like you?”
That’s the old days. We don’t reach that
level of reverent generosity anymore. But
still there are party perks. Usually, gracious
acknowledgement of your devotion to
young Shimmy. The trick is to be modest
and still underline your contribution to
Shimmy’s Haftorah – best done outside
the hearing of the parents, who are sure
that young Shimmy, if not the Mosiach, is
at least his assistant. One wants to imply
that the child was a little stubborn, a little
dumb, a little tone deaf until you came
along with a bundle of tutorial skills and
clever incentives and turned him into a
Hochum (“genius”, to you non-Yiddish
speakers). And a candidate for the
Metropolitan Opera, too.
(“Did you hear how he sang his
Haftorah?”) Since most everybody is a
little snookered from the contents of the
bar, it’s an easy role to play. The trick is
NOT to leave the impression that the
student is an empty head, but still, were it
not for you, well, he may have been the
first Jew on record to“fail”his Bar Mitzvah.
“Oh, that Bar Mitzvah teacher. Oy,
whatta teacher. So modest. And Shimmy
never could read Hebrew and he sang off
key ‘til Mr. Roberts came along.” Your
(see Roberts, page 7)
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Shabbat
Shalom
BY RABBI JON ADLAND
March 20, 2015, Vayikra
Leviticus 1:1–5:26; Rosh Chodesh
Exodus 12:1–20; and
Shabbat HaChodesh, 29 Adar 5775

A

s I write this, I am in Philadelphia at
the 126th Convention of the Central
Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR)
and this one has been historic, moving
and motivating. Where do I begin?
On Monday morning, the CCAR
installed as its president
Rabbi Denise Eger. What
is significant about this
moment is that Denise is
openly gay and this marks
an historic first. Rabbi Eger
is an amazing rabbi and I
look forward to her leader- Rabbi Eger
ship. This installation takes place on the
25th anniversary of the 1990 CCAR
conference in Seattle where my rabbinic
organization voted in favor of allowing
LGBT’s to be ordained as rabbis.
Following the service and installation,
four people, two rabbis and two not, spoke
about the struggle for equality in Judaism,
marriage, the rabbinate, and life.Their stories
and words were powerful and reminded
me that we are all created in the Divine
Image, even though that image comes in
many different shapes, sizes and colors.
Later that day, the convention heard
from Rev. William Barber. Rev. Barber
(Christian Church, Disciples of Christ) is
the President of the North Carolina State
NAACP. He has been leading the Moral
Monday marches in North Carolina arm in
arm with some of my rabbinic colleagues.
He gave a sermon that reminds me of why
I do some of the work I do on behalf of
the hungry, the homeless, the women, the
immigrants, the LGBT community, the
repressed voter, and so on. He told us
that prophetic hope can’t come forth until
you touch the despair. I was blessed to
hear his words.
On Tuesday, I spent most of my day with
Ohio Rabbis Organizing Rabbis. I have
somehow found myself on the steering
committee that will blossom into Reform
Rabbis giving one voice to issues that
confront us in order to make this a better
Ohio. It may not be every Reform Rabbi,
but it could be. I feel, and some of you may
disagree, that those without a voice in this
state are getting marginalized or even
squashed. My Torah and my prophets
teach me to look out for those who have
no voice or power. I want to make sure
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(continued from page 2)
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with its partner command,“do not forget.”
But as Columbia University’s Yosef
Hayim Yerushalmi wrote,“collective Jewish
memory is not about the historicity of
the past, but its eternal contemporaneity.”
Our tradition, in other words, is not a
dusty obsession with antiquity, but rather
our unique ability to personalize and
contemporize our memories, thereby
constantly remaking and reforming
Judaism as a living thing.
At Pesach, we exemplify this by observing
the Mishnaic command b’chol dor vador –
in every generation we Jews must see ourselves as if we went out of Egypt. For in
that phrase lies the latent power of the
Haggadah to move our hearts. Through
seder ritual, liturgy, and even culinary
elements, we internalize our Exodus with
personal ownership of the pain of slavery,
the struggle for liberation, and the ecstasy
of freedom. Through seder magic, we
effortlessly reach across millennia to slip
our feet into Israelite sandals as one
unified people. And through our seder
tradition, wherever and with whomever
we observe it, we again demonstrate to
ourselves our stubborn determination to
keep this Judaism of ours very much alive.
Chag sameach!
A writer and engineer, Steve Schuster is
CEO and founder of Rainier, a leading PR
agency for technology companies, including
more than 50 Israeli firms. Steve travels to
Israel every three months on business and
is deeply committed to providing a voice in
North America for Israel’s innovation
economy. He sits on the Massachusetts
council of AIPAC. He and his wife Julie have
four children. Steve’s Liberation Haggadah
was published in 2009. The cover is a one of
recent photos taken by him. A

response need only be a smile of acknowledgement and a humble hanging of the
head. That says it all. It’s best not to play
the game, naturally in the hearing of the
parents. In that situation, fervid denials of
your contribution work best – then THEY
proclaim your virtues. After all, you did
devote twelve months worth of visits to
Shimmy’s performance.
But given all this praise of the teacher,
deserved or not, a real danger overhangs
the whole situation. You might get so
wrapped up in your strategy that you miss
those delicious broiled lamb chops and
stuffed mushrooms that are going around.
It’s nice to enhance your tutorial credentials, but you don’t want to leave the
reception and buy supper that night. I’ve
found that the best strategy in this arena
is a simple, but highly effective one. I hate
to reveal it to the Bar Mitzvah world,
but don’t we Bar Mitzvah teachers have
to disseminate wisdom? Simply follow the
waiter with the lamb chops. Don’t be
waylaid by guests anxious to chat. Like a
bloodhound, follow the chops or whatever
you judge the prime offering to be.
Everybody wants to talk to the teacher.
Don’t let ‘em get in your way. I’ve even
known bold teachers to request guests for
a detour to the bar. Yes “and don’t forget
a white wine for the wife”. Meanwhile,
you track the bearer of those delicious
lamb chops served with mustard sauce.
But a moment of seriousness. It is the
job of the Bar Mitzvah teacher, like all
teachers, to motivate. And 90% of that
task is not intellectual, but inspirational.
Who are we and most importantly, what
have we given to the world? Our Book
says a light should go out of Zion. Be
proud of your mission. That beats the heck
out of lamb chops.
The humor of Ted, The Scribbler on the
Roof, appears in newspapers around the US,
on National Public Radio, and numerous web
sites. Check out his Web site: www.wonder
wordworks.com. Blogsite: www.scribbleron
theroof.typepad.com. His collected works
The Scribbler on The Roof can be bought at
Amazon.com or lulu.com/content/127641. A
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that everyone in this state is treated fairly
and with compassion and kindness. I am
proud to work to help bring this about.
You will hear more.
Wednesday I leave for Washington,
D.C., and the annual Planned Parenthood
Federation of America convention. I am chair
for one more year of the Clergy Advocacy
Board. For the first time the clergy are
being integrated into the convention and
our presence truly affirmed. The clergy on
this board come from around the country
and represent a number of different
denominations. We are united in fighting
for and preserving women’s access to
health care in all its forms and empowering
women at every turn. It is work I am
blessed to be a part of.
My week isn’t over, but already I am feeling
great and energized. When you light your

j i

Shabbat candles this Friday, light one for the
voice that each of us has to make a difference
in this world. Light the other and let its
light shine in a way that people will know
that we are all in this journey together.
Rabbi Adland has been a Reform rabbi for
more than 25 years with pulpits in
Lexington, Ky., Indianapolis, Ind., and
currently at Temple Israel in Canton, Ohio.
He may be reached at j.adland@gmail.com.
This was written Tues., March 17, 2015. A
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days. Haimov puts on his training jersey
and fits his feet snugly into a pair of
flip-flops as we venture out onto the lush
green grass and into one of the dugouts.
Sitting on the plastic molded seats we
BY JOSHUA HALICKMAN,
begin discussing where we both come
SPORTS RABBI
from,“Isn’t it dangerous in Jerusalem?”he
asks me as I tell him that I have travelled
over 3 hours to watch the previous night’s
Israel State Cup match with Maccabi
Tel Aviv that ended in a 1-1 tie. I counter,
“Isn’t it dangerous here in Kiryat Shemona
with what went on recently with Hezbollah
by the border?”We both say no, we don’t
alking up to the Kiryat Shemona feel threatened at all, soccer is our escape
Municipal Stadium, I could see the beau- and savior from the harsh realities that
tiful snowcapped Hermon Mountain in surround Israel and the Middle East.
“I grew up in Holon and both my parents
the background of this picturesque facility
planted right in the middle of a suburban were born in Israel. Maccabi Tel Aviv was
neighborhood far away from the hustle always my club beginning when I joined
and bustle of Tel Aviv. This is where the the youth system at five and a half years
2014 Israel State Cup Champions play and old. In school I played soccer and I had no
train for their matches against the other idea I would end up being a professional.
sides in Israel’s soccer league, Ligat Ha’Al. We just played for fun and to be together
I am waiting for Guy Haimov, one of the with friends; that was the most important
three Israel National Team goalkeepers, thing when I was a youngster. It was much
looking to claim the starting position for later when I saw that I was good enough
Israel’s crucial UEFA Euro 2016 qualifiers to play on the youth Israel National Teams
against Wales & Belgium at the end of at ages 14–17 when I started seeing myself
March. Suddenly, I see the figure of a man potentially making it as a true footballer
on a bicycle pulling up into the front area of and as a professional.”
Being a goalkeeper is not always the most
the stadium. You guessed it Haimov rides
his bike to work each day,“I live close by popular position to play, as kids would
and it’s good exercise” the 6ft goalkeeper always want to imitate their heroes, which
happened to be usually the top scorers in
says as we meet at the main gate.
Israel started their European qualifying the world. Haimov found out that if he
campaign by winning all three of its had any chance of playing with his peers,
games and sits on top of their group with ‘keeper would be the position he would
nine out of nine points. The upcoming have to try and master.
“At 7 years old I realized that I just
match against Wales will feature one of
the world’s best and most popular players couldn’t keep up with the other kids. If
in Real Madrid’s star Gareth Bale. Belgium I wanted to be like my idols Alexander
is ranked 4th in the FIFA World Rankings Uvarov the great Macacbi Tel Aviv shot
and has a collection of greats including stopper, Gianluigi Buffon of Juventus
Chelsea’s Eden Hazard and Manchester or Iker Casillas at Real Madrid, I would
need to change positions. I was lucky my
City’s Vincent Kompany.
1970 was the last time Israel made it into parents didn’t think too much about it
a top level soccer competition when they perhaps being a dangerous position to
went to the World Cup in Mexico and with play and didn’t have a problem with me
an excellent start to this tournament the being a goalkeeper so off I went. However,
expectations are high.The country will stand today my parents can’t watch the matches
still when the National Team marches onto live but will record them to watch later,
the field on March 28 after Shabbat in once they have already heard the result.
Haifa for the Wales game and on March 31 They will usually go out to the movies
in Jerusalem against Belgium. The stakes while I play and only afterwards sit down
are high and the pressure will be immense to see what transpired in the game.”
Being part of Maccabi Tel Aviv had many
on those evenings especially for the starting
goalkeeper, but as Haimov said,“I am not advantages for Haimov, “Growing up in
the Maccabi youth system offered me
even thinking about that yet.”
For now we are in the quaint northern the chance to receive the best soccer
town of Kiryat Shemona walking into the education both from the top coaches
stadium and getting a peek at the team’s and some of the best players. All of the
modest dressing room. Every player has a best kids wanted to go to Maccabi Tel Aviv
stall with his training uniform sitting because they were the biggest club in
meticulously folded waiting to be worn in Israel and they had terrific management.”
As Haimov continued to ply his trade
just an hour as coach Barak Bachar’s team
prepares for their next match in just a few under the watchful eye of Maccabi, he

Jews in
Sports

Soccer is Israel –
Interview Goalkeeper
Guy Haimov
W

finally broke through to the club’s first
team and started his first Israel Premier
League match against Hapoel Petach
Tikva on March 11, 2006 under interim
coach, Dutchman Ton Caanen. He would
have one more start that season but would
end up tearing a ligament in his shoulder
which would put him on the shelf for 8
months. However, when he finally came back
from injury he was loaned out to Kfar Saba
of the 2nd division for a number of years.
Haimov thought that after his spell with
Kfar Saba he would be back with the
yellow-and-blue as the second choice
‘keeper under former youth coach Ran
Ben Shimon, but fate again would place
him back into the 2nd league for the
2009–10 season, this time with Hakoach
Ramat Gan under the watchful eye of
former Israeli legend Vicky Peretz. After
a good season, he finally had his chance
to play significant games in the Premier
League as up & coming club Kiryat
Shemona, who now had Ran Ben Shimon
as their manager would snag him own
loan in 2010–11.
Kiryat Shemona is certainly a long way
from the friendly confines of the Tel Aviv
area and for someone who grew up in the
center of the country, to move up north was
something quite unique and definitely
different. But soccer is soccer and Haimov
had finally earned his chance to spend
some serious minutes in goal playing
against the best talent Israel offered. It was
also an opportunity to wipe away some
grudges as his side defeated Maccabi Tel
Aviv 4-0 and earned a shutout against his
former club. “After that match, Maccabi
which now had manager Motti Ivanir in
place of recently fired Avi Nimni, wanted
me back and I signed a 3-year contract.”
With Maccabi Tel Aviv for the 2011–12
season, Guy knew he would have a fair
chance to play some significant minutes
at his childhood club. And minutes he’d
play where he saw success both on the
European stage as well as domestically.
“One of the biggest thrills in my career was
to beat Greek powerhouse Panathinaikos
in the UEFA Europa League at home in
Bloomfield Stadium 3-0. As well, I scored
a clean sheet against Tel Aviv rivals Hapoel
winning 1-0 which was an incredible
feeling, especially when I had to be
interviewed by Avi Nimni, Maccabi’s
former manager who didn’t want me.
That gave me incredible satisfaction
knowing I was able to show those who
doubted me that I could reach the top.”
After a good season for the young
‘keeper, Maccabi brought in a new technical
director, Jordi Cryuff who made it clear
that he would want to bring in a foreigner
to play goal in Tel Aviv. Though Cryuff
would have been happy to have Haimov
as his second choice ‘keeper under new

coach Oscar Garcia, he knew he had to
play game in and game out.“I understood
that it was nothing personal and in order for
me to continue to progress I needed playing
time. That’s where Ran Ben Shimon came
back into the picture again and I joined
him in Cyprus on loan once again.”
Together with his wife Cindy who was
also raised in Holon and baby boy Amit
(the family has since had another child,
Avigail), Haimov moved quickly to find a
home on the island country. Just a 40 minute
flight from Israel, he started playing for
his new team AEK Larnaca and ended up
setting the Cyrus all-time shutout streak
record manning goal for Ben Shimon.
“Going to Cyprus was the best decision that
I made and I had no time to think about it
as everything happened so fast. There were
about 10 other Israeli footballers playing
in Cyprus at the time and the Rabbi at
the local Chabad house made us feel so
welcome. The supporters were also
extremely kind after they found out what
I could do for their club and I didn’t feel
one negative sentiment the whole time I
was there.”
However the Cypriot banks collapsed
and Haimov didn’t receive many months
of salary, so it was back to Israel even after
he had received a number of offers from
other teams in Cyprus as well as Greece.“I
came back to Maccabi Tel Aviv for the
2013–14 season training camp under new
coach Paulo Sousa but I knew I would not
begin the year with the club. My agent
Gilad Katsav was able to secure a transfer
back to Kiryat Shemona as owner Izzy
Sheratzky bought my contract and I
became the undisputed number 1 starter
for the team.” Sheratzky is ironically a
savvy Tel Aviv businessman who decided
to take a small time club in a quiet town
and build it into a contender that is able to
threaten teams with much larger budgets
than theirs.
In his first year back up north, Haimov
played in every Israel League match last
season where he had a staggering 14
shutouts leading Kiryat Shemona to a 3rd
place finish. The team also won the Israel
State Cup for the first time in the
franchise’s history and had the chance to
hoist the trophy after being presented by
outgoing President Shimon Peres. This
year the team is fighting for the title only
a few points out of first place behind
Maccabi Tel Aviv.
“I am always active and never rest as I’m
always prepared to play in every game. If
you relax and take games off you become
vulnerable,” professed the ‘keeper. “It’s
thanks to Hezy Nachshon & Koby Bitran
who coached me when I was young at
Maccabi, Ami Genish my goaltending
coach at Ramat Gan and now Pini
Avraham the Kiryat Shemona ‘keeper
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leagues in Europe to see how they can
match up against the best of the best, but
for now Kiryat Shemona is Haimov’s
home as the 29-year old has no designs to
play outside of Israel again, but as he says
you never know. He also understands that
the lifespan of a goalkeeper is much
longer than that of a regular player and
has many years left to give on the field of
play so he hasn’t thought much about
what will be after his career is over. “I
can play until 40 and after that I would like
to get my coaching certificate and be a
goalkeeper coach or even a head coach.”
In Israel there is much that needs to be
Guy Haimov.
done to help improve the quality of the
coach that have made me the athlete I am players being produced in the youth
today and gave me the opportunity to play system. “If I was the head of the Israel
Football Association I would invest in the
the way I am capable of.”
“Of course Barak Bachar my coach and youth. From facilities, to the culture and
former teammate at Kiryat Shemona has seriousness that we see around the world,
tremendous confidence in me. When we this is something that is a must in Israel.
both played together back a few years ago You can see the difference in other
we used to play Playstation and we ate countries, Israel must put its energies into
together on Friday nights. Now that he the youth program and help the many
is coach we have been able to adapt the talented players that our country has. This
relationship to be that of player and coach.” is where we need to build and put our best
Hezy Nachshon knew that Haimov was efforts into.”
As we both look out onto the gorgeous
something special right from the get-go.“I
know Guy since he was 13 and after a few landscape shimmering in the sun Haimov
practices with the Maccabi Tel Aviv youth has a message to all of Israel’s supporters,
program I saw that he was ahead of the friends and the Jewish people around the
other children playing ‘keeper. I took him world.“We should be proud to be Jewish,
on as a personal project where I would work we should never be afraid to do anything,
we should reach for our dreams because
with him prior to the regular practice.”
Haimov, a veteran National Team ‘keeper G-d is with us and we can rely on G-d for
has only played in one match for his country guidance. Come and visit Israel to see the
but has been either the number two or wonderful cities, encounter the people,
three goalkeeper for a few years. “Dudu but most importantly come to the Holy
Aoute had been the starter for so many Land and support us.”
Who could refuse such an invitation as
years and now that he is retired the
the Israel National Team is about to
opportunity is open.”
“I would love to be able to get a chance embark on two of their most important
to play again for Israel as the only game I matches in the last 40+ years.
Halickman writes SportsRabbi.com which
did play was a huge disappointment. I had
come in for an injured Aoute in the second is the leading source for Israeli sports! We
half of a match in Croatia, but we got a red are dedicated to Israeli athletes plying their
card early on and I ended giving up three trade around the world. We bring you the
goals as we lost 3-1. It’s my dream to be latest news, analysis, videos, photos and
able to lead Israel out onto the pitch discussions. You can follow us on Twitter
against Wales and Belgium knowing it’s a @thesportsrabbi for breaking news and up to
responsibility to represent Israel and the the minute stories updated constantly every
Jewish people around the world. I want day. Email: sportsrabbi9@gmail.com. A
that second chance.”
The competition is stiff with Ofir
Marchiano of Ashdod and Ariel Harush of
Netanya looking to claim the coveted
spot, however both Nachshon and Ami
Genish weighed in saying that Haimov
On March 25, 1861
without a doubt should be the starting
As
the
storm clouds of secession
‘keeper for the National Team. Perhaps
the fact that he wears the number 55 for
rolled across America, Jews on
his club team representing double Hamsa
both
sides of the Mason-Dixon
will help as well and he will be between
line sat down to the Seder.
the pipes at the end of March.
Very often the cream of the crop of
~ From thisdayinjewishhistory.blogspot.com.
Israeli players head over to the stronger

On this date in
Jewish history
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Holocaust
Educator
BY MIRIAM L. ZIMMERMAN

Can enemies become
friends in a world
of intolerance and
xenophobia?
T

he old year, 2014, ended for me with
hope and optimism. Technology and
friendship inspired me to conclude that
we humans will, indeed, figure out ways to
live together in peace. The annual “Season
of Light” celebration by the JewishPalestinian Living Room Dialogue Group
of San Mateo included participants from
the Middle East, West Africa, and North
America, representing nine different
“peacebuilding”organizations.
Billed as a “Three Continent Video
Bridge,”technology facilitated participation
by geographically diverse groups, all of
which share an ideology of peace through
face-to-face relationship building. Each of
us creates as friends, people whom our
governments define as our enemies. All of
us choose to become “peacebuilders”
within our respective communities. After
many years as an active participant, I am
now on leave from the Jewish-Palestinian
Living Room Dialogue Group as other
responsibilities have dominated my life.
During this season, I read a relevant
book, From Enemy to Friend: Jewish Wisdom
and the Pursuit of Peace, by Rabbi Amy
Eilberg (Orbis Books 04/14 Paperback,
ISBN: 9781626980617). Rabbi Eilberg’s
scholarship provided a religious and
spiritual rationale for peacebuilding
endeavors, grounded in Jewish scripture
and commentary. This book validated
my own personal efforts at peacebuilding,
as modest as they might be in comparison
to some of the
other participants.
On Dec. 6, 2014,
Zoom technology
set up in the living
room of Len and
Libby Traubman,
the founders and
leaders of the
Jewish-Palestinian
Dialogue Group,
made it all possible. A large screen
stretched across one end of the living
room. Len’s computer projected images of
the participants onto a dozen rectangles.

This is a complete listing of organizational names. Only individual names of the first
group are included, both for security and brevity purposes. Top row, (L-R): Members
of my own Living Room Dialogue Group: Nahida Salem, Ellen Rosenthal, Judy Serebrin,
Nedal Saleh, and Fadwa Musleh; Hagar; Jewish-Arab Education for Equality, Beer
Sheva, Israel; and The Parents Circle – Families Forum (PCFF), Jerusalem, Israel-Palestine.
Middle row: Hand in Hand Center for Jewish-Arab Education in Israel, Kfar Kara,
Israel; Interfaith Encounter Association, Jerusalem; and United for Peace Against
Conflict International (UFPACI), Abidjan, Cote d'Ivoire. Bottom row: Sharing Life
Stories & Music as Bridges, Nataf and Wahat al-Salam ~ Neve Shalom, Israel; Palestinian
Peace Society – Cooperation Circle of United Religions Initiative, Hebron, West Bank,
Palestine; and Interfaith Encounter Association, Jerusalem.
We connected; we communicated; and we
celebrated our stories, all of which share a
vision of a world living in peace and unity.
Even though I met most of these people for
the first time, they already felt like friends.
Rabbi Eilberg defined the psychological
work involved in transforming one’s enemies
into friends. In her words, it is a“movement
from the heart and mind closed in fear
and wounding to a state of openness and
curiosity about another human being (p. 3).”
Her implicit exhortation is for the
reader to “move from hatred to caring,
from suspicion and fear, beyond tolerance,
to embrace of the other.”According to the
Rabbi, to be able to do so is the greatest
heroism, as delineated in both rabbinic
and Koranic teachings. To explicate these
teachings and thus explore“this inner work
of peacebuilding,”is the goal of her book.
Although most of the participants in the
Season of Light celebration would probably
not define their efforts in such terms, I
believe they have intuitively managed
such a progression and have been able
to convert enemies to friends. In doing
so, all are the greatest of heroes, according
to both Jewish and Islamic traditions.
In the Video Bridge, the names of the
participants reveal their diversity; their
organizations’ names describe the work
they do (see the picture above).
The Parents Circle – Families Forum
(PCFF), Jerusalem, Israel-Palestine is a
grassroots organization of bereaved
Palestinians and Israelis, who have lost
loved ones in the wars between the two
peoples. The PCFF promotes reconciliation as an alternative to hatred and
revenge. Members of this group are,
unfortunately, intimate experts on the

destructive horror of war.
The magic of technology brought us
together in one living room. For a
complete list of these organizations, see
the website of The Season of Light ThreeContinent Video Bridge at this link:
http://traubman.igc.org/light2014.htm.
It is easy to apply the wisdom from
Rabbi Eilberg’s text to members of these
organizations. She pointed out that in the
Torah, the admonition“to love, reach out to,
and do justice to the stranger” is repeated
more than any other commandment, 36
times (p. 34). In the Jewish mystical
tradition of gematria, in which letters have
numbers, 36 is “double chai (“chai” means
“life”in Hebrew,)”a very lucky number.
Rabbi Eilberg used new research findings
from the field of neuroscience to explicate
the dynamics of this commandment, as
processed by the brain.“In developing the
value of hospitality and care for the stranger,
religion both reflects and nurtures the
development of the frontal cortex, the
part of the mind that can evaluate and
sometimes supersede physical sensations
of danger when, on reflection, there is
really no need for fear.
“These religious values positively
empower the frontal cortex to pause
and reflect on the veracity of a potential
threat, to question limbic panic more
often, and to supersede the automatic
instinct to fear the other in the absence
of real danger (p. 35).”
The participants in the Season of Light
celebration are acting from their neocortexes and not from their amygdalas,
part of the primitive limbic system in the
brain. We have chosen not to fear our
enemies, but to extend hospitality and

make them our friends. Rabbi Eilberg
sprinkled research findings from neuroscience throughout the text, an approach
greatly appreciated by this academic.
On Jan. 7, 2015, just a month and a day
after the Season of Light Video Bridge, the
annihilation of 12 journalists of the
weekly French satirical newspaper Charlie
Hebdo by Islamic terrorists in Paris was
followed by the murder of four Jews two
days later at a Parisian kosher butcher shop
by another Islamic extremist. My Season of
Light optimism transformed into despair.
How can I write about peacebuilders,
given the reality that so many fanatics
want to destroy their fellow humans
simply because they do not share religious
beliefs? How can Rabbi Eilberg’s teachings
apply in such circumstances? Can such
enemies ever become friends?
The Charlie Hebdo massacre kept my
amygdala active for 24 hours. My daughter
Leah and her husband Ian, both academics,
spent two weeks in Munich and one in
Paris over the winter break. They stayed
in friends’ apartments in each city. I had
just received an email from my daughter
with a picture (below) of her holding my
granddaughter in front of the Eiffel Tower.

With Paris exploding and extremists
targeting Jews, I panicked for the safety of
my daughter and her family, somewhere
in the City of Light. My neo-cortex told
me they were safe, but my amygdala took
charge, causing me to rail against Islamic
terrorists who threatened my people,
my family.
Finally, an email arrived from Leah, now
safely back in Munich. “The apartment
we stayed in was very close to the
Charlie Hebdo offices where the shooting
occurred. The attacks occurred around the
time we were leaving for the train station”
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to return to Germany. Irony supplanted threat.“Judaism is not a pacifist tradition.
anxiety as I realized that Germany provided A clear preponderance of Jewish sources
a safe haven for my Jewish daughter and defends – even requires – responding with
her family. I said a prayer of thanks for violence when necessary to protect life.”
These seemingly contradictory compersonal delivery from danger when I
learned that her friend’s apartment was in mandments must be mediated by our
the same arrondissement (neighborhood) neo-cortex, so that we choose appropriate
responses that could result in peace. I
of Paris as Charlie Hebdo.
I turned to Rabbi Eilberg’s book to help admit I have a great deal of work to do
me understand how to think about the to be able even to think about Islamic
events in Paris. On page 84, she explicated terrorists as potential friends.
Rabbi Eilberg gave me tools for underthe calling for Jews to serve as a“light unto
the nations” (Isa. 42:6). “It is essential for standing peace work by connecting and
Jews to develop the capacity to see the dissecting the religious, spiritual, psychoworld as others see it, as well as through the logical and neurobiological dimensions of
lens of our own experience. If we never human interaction in the face of conflict.
fully open ourselves to global perspectives, Her section, “Listening from the Heart”
reinforced what I have done implicitly
how can we serve the nations?”
As a light unto the nations, we are “to throughout my career as a communication
help bring the world to God and to justice, professor. I have taught the importance of
but not to persuade the peoples of the listening to one’s adversary in almost every
world to live as Jews (p. 85).” With the communication course I have ever taught.
Finally, the book is a personal reflection
|creation of Christianity and Islam, we
successfully brought God to the gentiles. on the Rabbi’s own journey engaging in
But there is more work to do. And that is this work. She shared realizations she
the work of the heroes of the organizations made in encountering texts and in her
experience of the teachings of rabbinic
listed above.
A light bulb went off somewhere in my sages, both ancient and contemporary.
brain, probably not in my amygdala. We Her insights into peacebuilding became
Jews need to teach the world that there mine. The reader feels her presence, her
are many paths to God, a continuing voice, throughout the text.
In juxtaposing the Season of Light
religious imperative, grounded in our
responsibility to be a light unto the participants with murderous religious
nations. Are you listening Isis? This is a fanatics, I realize how challenging it is
commandment from God: you need to to engage in the work of peacebuilding.
Interacting with those who are already
learn that your way is not the only way.
The last chapter,“The Ways of Peace,”is peacebuilders is easy; the test is to apply
like a how-to manual for peacebuilders, Rabbi Eilberg’s teachings to those who
including both theory and exercises that would destroy us.
Each of us can become a hero, by
individuals can activate in everyday life. As
an academic, I appreciate her translating transforming enemies into friends. Selfpeace theory into peace practice. Many reflection is critical to begin this work.
concrete ways of thinking and behaving Rabbi Eilberg pointed out that it must
were presented in that concluding begin from a place of humility regarding
chapter, that, with conscientious effort, one’s self and generosity toward those
anyone can incorporate into their own lives. who are different from ourselves. It will
(see Zimmerman, page 18)
On p. 240, she referenced rabbinic
teaching that Amalek (the collective name
for the enemies of Jews; the opposite of From her website, http://www.rabbiwhat is godly and pure) is our own evil amyeilberg.com/: Rabbi
inclination. In the face of conflict, we are Amy Eilberg is the first
to ask what is our own role in this battle? woman ordained as a
What have we contributed to get here? Conservative rabbi by
“Thus, the ‘inner Amalek’ idea exhorts us the Jewish Theological
to stop shouting the enemy's name and Seminary of America.
stop pointing fingers. Instead, we are to After many years of work
look deeply inside ourselves to see how in pastoral care and hospice, Rabbi Eilberg
we ourselves might contribute to the now serves as a spiritual director, directs
conflict and how we might instead work interfaith dialogue programs in Minneapolis/
for its resolution (p. 241).”The shouting is, St. Paul, MN, and teaches at United
Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities.
“I’m right; you’re wrong.”
That challenge was too much for me, She serves as a co-chair of the Civility
given the activation of my amygdala by the Initiative of the Jewish Council on Public
Charlie Hebdo murderers and my fears for Affairs and teaches the art of listening
my daughter’s safety. On page 260, Rabbi and peacebuilding in venues throughout
Eilberg acknowledged that Jews are com- the country. Photo taken by Marcie Stein;
manded to defend themselves in the face of used with permission.
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Fountain of Judaism
flows in the
mountain of peace

Jewish
America

BY MATTHEW J. SILVER

BY HOWARD W. KARSH

When I first contacted members of the

Har Shalom Congregation in Missoula,
Mont., in 2003, they were holding services,
Sunday school and meetings in the public
library, sometimes in a church and other
times in members’ homes. An Orthodoxtrained rabbi came from Santa Fe, N.M.,
for services and b’nai mitzvah when
requested, but his leadership, which he
termed “flexidoxy,” sprang from a mix of
Orthodox Judaism, eastern mysticism, the
Kabbalah, Indian drumming and humor.
Some, perhaps the younger congregants
from the University of Montana, saw it as
a fresh alternative to traditional Judaism.
Some said“magical,”some said “mishigos.”
I had spoken with Susan Hay, Scott Green
and Jim Gray. Green, the dentist, liked
the rabbi, who conducted his son’s bar
mitzvah; Gray, the chef, drove three hours
to Butte for High Holy Days services;
Susan, the non-profit director, not terribly
fond of the rabbi, celebrated Shabbos with
friends every Friday night.
Termed the Garden City, Missoula is on the
Lewis & Clark Trail, the home of nearly
60,000 people plus 12,000 students at the
University of Montana. Originally founded
as a logging area and trading post to service
Native Americans, ranchers, miners and
farmers, is scenically stunning, nestled in a
valley in the Bitterroot Mountain range,
some with ice caps in summer.

The sanctuary at Congregation Har Shalom
is adoned with art of Deuteronomy 30.
In August 2009, the story began, as the
congregation finally moved into its own
building, achieving a long term goal:“Now
some Brotherhood meetings start with a
prayer, talk of what happened at their last
meeting, maybe, who is ushering when,
who didn’t when he was supposed to,
discussion of the children sponsored at JCC
day camp, how much Irving paid for an
aliyah, and how much Irving should have
paid.Then they start talking about someone’s
brother-in-law’s money and members get
mad and everybody goes home.
In Missoula the men of Congregation Har

Israel: Netanyahu
wins, now what?
Congregation president, Bert Chessin, at
the Ark of Congregation Har Shalom.
Shalom gather in the middle of the Clark
Fork River that roars through downtown
to fly fish. That’s their venue. Some call it
the Tallis, Tefillin and Tackle Club. “Our
gatherings are in the river in wading boots,
instead of in some committee room at the
shul,” said congregation president Bert
Chessin. “These brotherhood ties are to
fishing lines,”he laughed. Soothing waters.
Born and raised here, and recently returned,
his favorite bar mitzvah gift was a fly rod.
Toba Winston was president at the time
of the acquisition of the building, and was
instrumental in securing the original loan
and obtaining initial guarantors. She
shepherded through the affiliation with the
Union for Reform Judaism, as well the
accompanying dismissal by the congregation
of the contract rabbi from Santa Fe.
“He had been here for quite a few years,
and many people liked him, especially the
younger set. But I felt for the congregation
to grow, we needed affiliation,”she noted.
Winston, who moved to Missoula from
Baltimore in 1999, credits Rabbi David
Fine of Seattle with being extremely
helpful all along the way.
In the fall of 2014, in a gamble and
investment more solid than a seat at the
small casino next door, the new building
had been a mortuary with a chapel area
large enough for a sanctuary. The
congregation now leases part of the
space to a Montessori school during the
day and has a small garden and play area
in back. They rent the three-car garage to
a nearby business, and are on good terms
with a supportive bank.
The Torah has been marched to the
synagogue (a cross discovered in the
building was similarly marched by church
members to its building), the Eternal Light
lit, services, Sunday school and Torah study
are regular for the 60 family membership.
The congregation did have a LA-URJ
student from Los Angeles, but, says
Chessin, “We severed relations with
(them). We have our own rabbinic student
who leads the services. Lilly Franklin is
in the Jewish Renewal Aleph program.
Some of it is online and conference calls
training, but they gather several weeks

T

he very next morning, all the Israeli’s
who had talked and voted, rose, took care
of all of their daily tasks, and went to
work. Most of them are relieved, some
desolate, but they are all veterans of the
campaign hype, and they have seen this
all before. They are cynical about elections,
parties, promises and the possibility of
peace with the Palestinians.
Until the Palestinians declare a peace
and an end to the war, and further a
reasoned approach to living together in
peace, nothing will happen. It is a classic
and eternal battle between justice and
honor, and like “oil and vinegar” it simply
is never going to find a stable place to
stand and work for the betterment of both
nations. It should happen, but that would
require another Miracle, and even though
this is right on the eve of Passover, it
would shock us, if anything happens.
No one should be put off by
Netanyahu’s promise that there will be no
“Two State Settlement.” Every thinking
person knows that it will come, and that
politicians do not necessarily feel bound
by promises, and suddenly become interested in their legacies. We have seen it
happen both in Israel and the United
States. Just when you think it can’t, it does.
I am more concerned about the deepening gulf between World Jewry on the issue,
and how the issue will play out. Did
anyone notice when Sweden recognized
the Palestinian State? Does anyone care?
Will it change anyone, if the New York
Times continues to demonize Israel? Will
(see Karsh, page 13)

j i

each year for intense training.”
Chessin adds: “I meet people all the
time who have someone Jewish in their
background – a grandparent, sometimes
a cousin, a parent, or the result of
splitting and merging families – but
few are affiliated or strongly identified
with their Jewish past, and don’t really
support or become members of the
congregation. But that’s okay,”says former
president Chessin. “Perhaps they will
come at some point.”
Chessin’s father, now 93 and a retired
professor of botany from U of M, was
(see Silver, page 18)

Shipley
Speaks
BY JIM SHIPLEY

Who were Sykes
& Picot?
I

f you look for the beginnings of the
turmoil in the Middle East and the reason
for the incredible upheaval of the past ten
years or so, you have to go back to World
War I. With the war raging in France and
Germany, there was scant attention paid
to the Middle East and the Caliphate.
The Ottoman Empire had in essence,
replaced the Holy Roman Empire as
rulers of a great swath of the Middle East.
They had declared neutrality in this
European dust up and the Sultan in
Istanbul hoped to keep it that way. But a
couple of German war ships sailed up
the Bosporous and were followed by
English gunboats. The Sultan gave the
Germans sanctuary, the British took
offense to that and decided now was a
good time to invade Turkey. Actually, it
was the other end of the Caliphate they
really cared about – because that’s where
the oil was.
So, in late 1914 England went to war
with the Ottoman Empire. In 1915, with
the war barely underway and the focus on
Germany, France and England, two people
sat down in an office with a table full of
maps. They were Mark Sykes of the British
Foreign Office, a so-called “expert” on
the Middle East because he, a British
Nobleman, had traveled there extensively
and Francois Picot, a French Diplomat –
with the same travel agency credentials.
These two“experts”– both Christian and
of “noble” birth, pulled out a bunch of
maps and began to divvy up the Middle
East between France and England. Paying
no attention whatsoever to clan or tribe or
religion or history, they took their pens
and gave all that inhabited land away to
two European Nations who cared not one
whit nor twiddle about who lived there.
They wanted control of the oil that lay
beneath the sands.
They drew borders of convenience,
creating countries for their nations’
convenience and colonial ambitions.
There was one country they left alone. It
was Persia, now Iran. At one point they
actually gave the city of Mosul to Persia,
but when they were told that probably
vast oil reserves were in that area, they
quickly adjusted the map and put it in the
new nation of Iraq.
If you are old enough to have seen
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“Lawrence of Arabia”or seen it on television, KARSH
or read about Lawrence, you know that he (continued from page 12)
led all the Arab tribes to defeat the Turks.
He gathered the tribes with the promise Obama and the Democratic Party desert
that they would have all of Arabia if the their constituency, and alignment with the
Turks were defeated. France and England only true Democracy in the Middle East?
of course, had no intention of giving them Obama is a lame duck President, and his
the land. The one mistake that Sykes and party has a plateful of stumbling blocks to
Picot made was in giving the Arab leader becoming relevant of the 2016 races.
Feisal a vast area of southern desert that Israel is safe from harm.
Netanyahu proved to be the better
became Saudi Arabia. They didn’t know
that much of the oil they sought was politician, but unless he has heard the
voices about the economy and housing
under that sand.
The U.S. of course, was cut out of all this and the price of everything, his governbecause President Woodrow Wilson did ment will not last four years. For the rest
not want America in the war. Until he did of us who also had strong views, we
– and then the maps had already been need to realize that our voices can be loud,
drawn. So, the French and the British had our money and influence can help, but
divvied up the land. Now with the help ultimately the decision needs to stay
finally of the Americans, they could win with the Israelis.
Almost 80% turned out to vote, which
that pesky war and start drilling.
So, having created this “new world” of puts the American electorate to shame.
the Middle East, what do you do to keep And will any of our “stiffed necked
those clans, those tribes, those Sunnis and cousins” be swayed one way or another?”
Shia together? Well, you appoint military Doubtful. We need to find a better way to
dictators, or call them in some instances express our differences, or we will have
Kings, pay them well, equip and train their nothing to talk about.
On a different note, I have been trying
armies and start drilling.
And, from 1919 until 2010, that’s how for some time to review the words we use
it was. That is how big oil began to rule to designate closeness to people in our
the world economy, why millions of lives. Very often, we call them all friends,
people of the Middle East suffered from but that diminishes the real kind of friendbrutal dictatorships and France, England ships that we may have been privileged to
and yes, the United States all took part in have. When we were children we gave
those kinds of people priority ratings. We
the spoils.
Then there were the Jews. The Jews, gave them numbers or designations, “My
facing centuries of Anti-Semitism and Very Best Friend”, or second or third. To
seeing that the Brits were going to make demonstrate our feelings, we often said
a new map of the Middle East, made “he is one of my closest friends”.
The issue that is complex is the people
their move to include their ancient homeland, ruled by foreigners since we were that have been in one’s lifetime a long
tossed out by the Romans. Palestine, that time. I have known many people in
tiny plot of sand in the middle of all this my synagogue and community for 30, 40
turmoil, had no oil, was not even one of or even 50 years, but in reality we are
these new nations that Sykes-Picot not friends, simply old acquaintances.
Recently someone asked me if I was going
had drawn.
But it was the ancient and holy land of to attend a funeral, and he was surprised
Israel to which the Jews wanted to return. when I said no. I had known the deceased
Baron Rothschild in England, contacted for a long time. We had exchanged
Foreign Minister Balfour and he wrote greetings, but nothing more. It may be in
back the famous Balfour Declaration, the time to come at my funeral, that the
saying that the British Empire “would crowd will be small.
On a final note, I believe that all of us
look with favor on a home for the Jewish
are shocked by the brutal terrorism that
People in Palestine.”
Well, in the whacking up of the Middle is going on in the world, and how
East (in which the U.S. had no part), inadequate we seem to be in addressing
England got that sandy part of the pie so it it. It simply is so far out of our belief and
was up to them to make the Balfour/ experience, that our jaws literally drop
Rothschild dream come true. We know the open. In addition to Iran’s danger as a
nuclear power, we have North Korea,
rest of the story.
Jim Shipley has had careers in broadcasting, China, India, South Africa, the Ukraine,
distribution, advertising, and telecommuni- Belarus and Kazakhstan according to
cations. He began his working life in radio Wikipedia. That list is enough to keep us
in Philadelphia. He has written his JP&O all up at night.
Howard W. Karsh lives and writes in
column for more than 20 years and is director
of Trading Wise, an international trade and Milwaukee, Wisc., and can be reached at hkarsh
@gmail.com. Submitted Dec. 30, 2013. A
marketing company in Orlando, Fla. A
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Media
Watch
BY RABBI ELLIOT B. GERTEL

Defining Jewish
women – Ida
C

ould it be that the Polish Oscarwinning Holocaust drama, Ida, reflects a
trend in the depiction of Jewish women and
their bonding with family and friends?
In Pawel Pawlikowski’s film about 1962
Poland, Anna (Agata Trzebuchowska), a
young convent novitiate, has bonded with
the other recruits at the nunnery; the
sense of sisterhood in the convent is welldepicted, along with the suggestion of
monotonous regimentation, particularly at
mealtimes. Taken aside by her mother
superior days before final vows, Anna is
told that she has an aunt who wants to see
her, but had refused to meet her before.The
mother superior sends Anna out into the
world for the first time, unaccompanied,
to this aunt, who immediately drops the
bombshell that Anna is a “Jewish nun”
named Ida Lebenstein, and that her
parents’ names were Haim and Rosa. The
aunt, Wanda Lebenstein (Agata Kulesza),
is Rosa’s sister.
Wanda won’t even take time off from
her post as a Soviet judge, nor does she
hide her lifestyle of alcohol and one night
stands. She seems motivated more by a
desire to shock her niece than to get to
know her, and quickly sends Ida back to
the convent, perhaps because Ida has
asked to visit the graves of her parents.Yet
Wanda likes the young woman, who
reminds her of her sister, and retrieves her
from the train station, determining to
spend time with her in pursuit of the
burial place. She enjoys teasing Ida,“What
if you go there [to the burial place] and
find there is no God?”
Wanda drives Ida directly to the modest
family house in the shtetl. They even pick
up a hitchhiker, a young jazz musician
who plays the saxophone, arriving to
participate in the 550th anniversary of the
city near the shtetl. Ida will develop a
bond with this fellow who brings her
some stability and solace in the face of
her aunt’s frequent bouts with alcohol,
cigarette smoking and casual sex. Wanda
asks Ida if she sometimes has sinful
thoughts. When Ida replies in the affirmative, Wanda asks, “About carnal love?”
And Ida says, “No.” But with the young
saxophonist around, Wanda finds this
answer hard to accept.
Wanda shows all the bravado one might

expect from a privileged Communist Party
official, particularly with the father of the
family now occupying her old family
house. His parents were supposed to have
hidden and protected hers. There was a
mysterious little boy hidden, as well,
whom we later learn to have been
Wanda’s. Wanda demands to know where
the grandfather is, so she can confront
him about what happened to her family.
She threatens to ruin the family if they do
not cooperate. She tells her contemporary,
the son, that she knows that her parents
were not denounced to the officials. We
soon figure out that this means that someone in the family killed them, probably in
order to avoid Nazi punishment and to
seize their modest house and barn. Before
leaving the village, Wanda chides the pious
Ida about “good Christian neighbors.”
With mixed reluctance and zeal, Wanda
questions, or rather, execrates, the grandfather in his hospital bed. The family fears
her. After all, she was, as she confesses to
Ida, known as “Red Wanda,” the State
prosecutor who sent many people to their
deaths in the early 1950s. Are Pawlikowski
and writing partner Rebecca Lenkiewicz
comparing Wanda’s collaboration with the
Soviets to the Poles who collaborated with
the Nazis?
Because Ida wears the nun’s habit, the
son who resides in the Lebenstein cottage
seeks her help, telling her that he will
take her and Wanda to the burial place if
they give up any claim to the house. He
confesses that he killed the Lebenstein
family, including the boy who was “dark
and circumcised.”When Ida asks why she
was spared, he says that she was tiny and
was brought to the convent. The convent
has given Ida a power over people that
Wanda could only achieve by bullying. In
an early scene the young novitiate is asked
for a blessing by the pregnant wife of the
very man who murdered her parents.

Wanda begins to unravel emotionally at
seeing whatever remains are left, whether
of her parents and sister, even of the
brother-in-law, Ida’s father, whom Wanda
disliked – and, especially, of her son. Later,
she will tell Ida that she left “the boy”with
Rosa while she, Wanda,“went to fight for
God knows what. I hardly knew him.”
Clearly, there was no question as to
whether Wanda would have the child; she
simply chose not to be a mother. It is left
for Ida – and for the theater audience – to
understand why Wanda might have been
incapable of reaching out to Ida before,
given her terrible guilt. It would seem,
however, that under the circumstances,
she would have been killed herself had
she remained with her family.
Wanda and Ida take the bones, wrap
them in blankets, and bring them to an
old Jewish cemetery where they dig one of
the family graves to add the latest
remains. While Ida’s first thought is to find
a priest, and Wanda responds,“You mean
a rabbi,” they decide to do the burial
themselves, without ceremony, though Ida
crosses herself. “It’s a pity Rosa couldn’t
see you,”Wanda tells Ida.
Catholicism is omnipresent while
Judaism (even its burial rituals) is absent.
For a died-in-the wool Communist,
Wanda is remarkably conversant in the
New Testament. While she enjoys baiting
Ida by playing the devil-quotingscriptures, Wanda sometimes appears to
be finding comfort in the Jesus narratives:
“This Jesus of yours adored [wayward]
people like me. Take Mary Magdalene.”
Early on, Wanda reminisces that Ida’s
own mother, Rosa, as a child, made a
stained glass window in the barn in order
to bring cheer to the cows. Stained glass
windows were not common in Polish
synagogues, but they were in the churches.
Were young Jewish women curious
about such things? Or is the film simply
suffused with Pawlikowski’s own interest
in Catholicism?
What does it mean to be a Jewish
woman, according to this film, besides
being curious about Catholicism? Both
generations of Jewish women walk away
as well and send away. At one point Ida
physically blocks her aunt from picking up
a sacred book when she regards her
behavior as erratic and sacrilegious.
She abandons her aunt soon after the
traumatic burial, declaring her intention to
return to the convent to take her vows.
She does ask Wanda (who refuses) to
attend the vows ceremony at what Wanda
disparagingly calls “the institution,” but,
upon returning, chooses to postpone her
vows, ostensibly while sorting out her
feelings after the traumatic burial scene
she has shared with her aunt, despite early
(see Gertel, page 16)

As I
Heard It
BY MORTON GOLD

Good lyrics make
meaningful songs
T

he Spirit of Hope and Healing: Volume
12 in the Spirit Series was released by
the Cantors Assembly and the United
Synagogue of Conservative Judaism. I find
myself between a rock and a hard place.
On the one hand I realize that aside from
any artistic, religious or musical attributes
of this CD, an unstated goal is to raise
funds for the Cantors school as well as to
support worthwhile activities of the
Conservative movement.
There is a phrase concerning honest
differences of opinion that the rabbis state
may be an argument for the “sake
of heaven” and I
seek refuge in that
determination as I
proceed. There are
things that may be
described as being
good or bad that
are really only a matter of taste and are so
depending on one’s point of view. As I
proceed to review this CD I wish to make
clear that what follows is merely my
opinion rather than an absolute statement
of fact. I also ask forgiveness if I offend
anyone in the process.
After listening three times to this CD,
at different times, I have had the same
reactions to the contents. On the plus side
there is the booklet prepared by Hazzan
Sam Weiss. One could not ask for a better
produced copy. The texts are presented
in English, Hebrew, in transliteration, in
different colors. It includes a brief
commentary on each of the texts. (I would
have preferred a booklet rather than the
fold over copy, however.)
With regard to the texts, the lyrics by
various people that were selected by the
committee to support the theme of “Hope
and Healing,” the mixture of English and
Hebrew often employed should make the
songs meaningful to the listener. The
committee is to be complimented on their
choice of the songs that use these words. Now
we come to the music and the performance
of the music and here I must go my own way.
To my way of thinking, it is the music
that makes a particular text meaningful as
well as memorable. Summertime or Some
Enchanted Evening or Kol Nidre for that
matter can be listened to and enjoyed
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performed on instruments. Yet one can be she has had vocal training and has
conscious of the words. In the last 20 or matched this training with a fine voice.
more years songwriters seem to have
No. 14: Rofei El Yon, performed by Hazzan
forgotten this. They write words and then Ari Schwartz, music by Jonathan Comisar
add some notes to go along with the words. with text by Schwartz. He has a beautiful
Often, too often, these songwriters are tenor voice, and with the piano and cello
guitarists who have a minimal knowledge accompaniment, this would be a fine addiof harmony. They tend to sit on a harmony tion to a service in a temple or synagogue.
for 4 or 8 measures at a time and use only
No. 17: Priestly Blessing performed by
the most basic harmonies.
Hazzan Sharon Hordes with music listed
Often, too often, the resulting songs are as “Traditional.”I am not familiar with this
musically static and even tedious, and the melody but I accept that it is. What I cantext(s) notwithstanding the results are pallid. not understand is that the hazzan with the
Compounding this intrinsic lack of musical most outstanding soprano voice has the
(harmonic) interest is the almost uniform shortest amount of time on the CD. Is the
choice of accompaniment. One hears the fact that it is listed as traditional imply that
strum of the guitar with its relentless eighth it must be sung without accompaniment?
note arpeggios. In some cases an added flute
I do not want to entirely ignore No. 15
or cello, or harp (on an electric keyboard) (Heal Us Now). The music by Leon Sher
helps to add some color to an otherwise is certainly moving and it is effectively
grey and low sodium musical pallet.
performed by Beged Kefet. As the music
One needn’t be a cantor to sing most of the would not be entirely out of place in Les
songs on this CD. Too often the dynamic Miz, and given the restrained character of
level of the performer varies from pianissimo most of the selections, I’m not sure why
to a mezzo piano, as if the singer was this fine composition was included. It
afraid to wake a sleeping baby in the next would be more effectively performed in
room. I believe the following songs as well a theater or other concert setting than
as their renditions are superior to the other anywhere else. The same observation can
selections on the CD. No. 6: Psalm 23, sung be made for No. 16, (Give Us Power) with
by Hazzan Elias Rosenberg, music by Ben- music and lyrics by Oran Eldor.
Zion Shenker. This is the first selection
I would add that if this CD were released
that registered in my psyche as Jewish.
as a Reform movement music project, I
I confess that I do not know nor can I would be less prone to make the criticisms
explain what Jewish music is. However, I have. I do not believe however that they
like the Supreme Court Justice observed would, even given the theme of the CD.They
concerning pornography, he knew it when have too many professional composers
he saw it. I would add that I know or feel available to them like Michael Isaacson
it when I hear it. To my pleasant surprise, for example. While the Mi Shebeirach of
the melody is from the Modzitser and also the late Debbie Friedman is the model for
Hazzan Rosenberg has a beautiful voice many of the composers on this CD to
and he knows how to use it.
emulate, I would not do so. The emphasis
No. 9: Adonai Li, sung by Hazzan Eva on the words, the lack of varied harmony,
Robbins, music and lyrics by Doug Cotler as well as the primary appeal to those who
and Jeffrey Marx. This pleasant melody is rarely venture into a traditional synagogue
in the Dorian mode and the performance by emphasizing English texts mixed with a
is meaningfully musical. No. 11: Gracias A few Hebrew words has no appeal to me.
La Vida, sung by Hazzan Marcelo Gindlin,
I am not an admirer of Rav Sholomo either.
music and lyrics by Violeta Parro.The music But, given a choice between his Ukrainian
has character and it is performed with influenced spirited tunes and those of Ms.
passion by Hazzan Gindlin.The proposition Friedman, I would prefer his because I
that the works on this CD represent works know they can and should be used in a
by younger, American composers causes traditional service whereas most of hers
me to question why this work was included would simply be out of place. As for her
on this CD. Actually, this song as well as setting of the Mi Shebeirach, as maudlin
its performance is really good, and and as saccharin as it is, it is now a familiar
perhaps it was included to have a real staple in the literature and we are stuck
flesh and blood piece, as well as a song of with it simply because it has been
Hispanic origin. (By inference one may repeated and repeated and is familiar as
infer that many of the preceding are not.) Freudenthal’s setting of Eyn Keloheyhnu!
No. 12: Mi Shebeirach performed by
If one were to ask a traditional hazzan
Hazzan Judy Dubin Aranoff, music by Craig who has served a congregation for 15 or
Taubman and arranged by David Kates. more years what he (she?) thinks of the
This setting is more musically superior music as well as the performances of most
than most of the other works on this CD. of the works on this CD, I would venture
The harmonies are more varied, and the to guess that their observations would not
arrangement with piano and mixed chorus be as gentle as mine.“Warts and all” they
(see Gold, page 18)
is very good. Hazzan Aranoff sounds like
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The man who finally decided to give it to
his grandson wanted Amnon to restore
the damaged instrument. Upon opening
up the vilolin Amnon shockingly found
human ashes that blew into it from
Auschwitz’s crematorium, while ordered
REVIEWED BY RABBI ISRAEL ZOBERMAN to perform outdoors.
However, not until the 1990s did he felt
the need to find and restore those special
Holocaust violins. A well-received 1999
presentation by Amnon in Drezden,
Germany, before the Association of
iolins of Hope (Violins of the Holocaust- German Violinists and Bowmakers would
Instruments of Hope and Liberation in spur him on in his sacred world-wide
Mankind’s Darkest Hour). By James A. project of collecting Holocaust related
Grymes. Harper Perennial. 2014. Pp.319. violins. Those unidentified ones are most
$15.99.
dear to him, representing the many unknown
Author James A. Grymes, noted victims. The simple built violins are priceprofessor of musicology at the University less to Amnon, testimony to the ordinary
of North Carolina-Charlotte, grew up in Jews who lovingly sustained their culture.
Virginia Beach. His
“Amnon has never known the names of
latest book, Violins
any of his uncles, aunts, and cousins who
of Hope is truly
died in the Holocaust. Since they were
a unique contribuburied in mass graves, there are no gravetion to Holocaust
yards to help him piece together his
literature and the
genealogy…his only way of connecting
outcome of a
with his family is through the craft his
significant labor of
father taught him: repairing violins…each
love. It is dedicated
violin is a tombstone for a relative he never
to those whose
knew” (p.292). The author was motivated
violins made a
to write this book following a week’s visit
difference at a time
with Amnon and his wife, Assi, in Tel Aviv
of
monumental
in February, 2011. Assi, a journalist, is the
challenge, when Nazism sought to silence daughter of one of the heroic Bielski
the free flow of humanity’s transforming brothers, the fighting partisans immortalized
music and the arts in general.
in the book and film, Defiance.
The meticulously researched account by
There is a theory that the violin, featured
the academic author is far from dry – the prominently in Jewish cultural life and
reader will even shed tears – beginning Klezmer music, was created by Jews
with the Weinstein family in Tel Aviv expelled from Spain in 1492 who ended
whose second generation continues to up in Italy. Some Jewish violinists such as
repair violins along with broken hearts. Jascha Heifetz, Yehudi Menuhin and Isaac
Those violins serve as eloquent though Stern, acquired universal acclaim. Currently
bruised witnesses not only to the Itzhak Perlman, Pinchas Zukerman and
Holocaust’s vast tragedy, but also to the Shlomo Mintz are acknowledged virtuosos.
power of music to save lives and even The author exposes us to the Palestine
move ardent Nazis. Both Moshe and Orchestra’s (now the famous Israel
Golda Weinstein, who moved to then Philharmonic Orchestra) both trying and
Palestine from Lithuania as professional triumphant history with its opening
musicians in 1938, lost their entire families performance in Tel Aviv on Dec. 26, 1936.
in the Holocaust. The crying absence of It was conducted by no other than Arturo
the many slaughtered relatives was deeply Toscanini of the New York Philharmonic.
felt at holiday time, when Moshe, Golda Giant Toscanini pledged not to visit his
and their children Amnon and Esther sat homeland Italy nor Germany given their
at a table along with “four hundred fascism and anti-Semitism.
ghosts”(p.3).
The founder of the Palestine Orchestra,
Upon Moshe’s passing in 1986, his son, celebrated Jewish violinist Bronislaw
Amnon, took over the business and later Huberman, also stood up to Nazism.
on grandson, Avshalom, was trained to When Jewish musicians could no longer
become a luthier as well. Amnon be employed in Germany, he conceived of
repressed the Holocaust for years follow- establishing a first-rate Jewish orchestra in
ing his traumatic exposure early on to the Palestine that would disprove the Nazi
nightly cries of the refugees who were propaganda that Jews were not great artists.
housed in his home.
While putting together what the New York
He changed course when approached Times described on Feb. 9, 1936, as an
by a survivor who played his violin in “Orchestra of Exiles” (p.34), from 1935–
Auschwitz but had not touched it since. 1939 Huberman saved about 1,000 lives.
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GERTEL
(continued from page 14)

declarations that the Lebensteins meant
“nothing to me.”
When Wanda dies unexpectedly, Ida
returns to her aunt’s apartment and
literally decides to fill her shoes. Is she
paying tribute to Wanda’s “values” by
smoking, drinking and having sex, in that
order, or simply trying out the ways of the
world? Again, Ida walks away, this time
from the saxophone player who has been
waiting in the wings. Indeed, she literally
walks away, making a pilgrimage, on foot,
back to the convent. Will she take her
vows? We are certain only that if she
becomes pregnant, she will have a place
that is protective of the baby.
What is most striking about this film is
Ida’s utter matter-of-factness, no matter
what she hears or witnesses. Compared to
Ida, Wanda is a buffoon. But she also has a
matter-of-factness that leads to her own
destruction as it has destroyed others. The
judge has long ago ceased seeking justice.
It would seem that this film defines a
Jewish woman as one who has an effect
on others without realizing it, especially
when acting out or holding back emotion.
“You have no idea of the effect you have,
do you?” Wanda says to Ida. Yet Wanda
obviously had her effect, as well, if Ida was
moved to imitate her instead of Jesus.
The Jewish women in Ida, are matter-offact, even, or especially, in the face of pain
and grief. They have a mysterious effect on
others and on one another, while they
send others away, walk away, and return
when it suits them. The bonding is never
by contending with Jewish values, only by
walking away from them.
Rabbi Gertel has been spiritual leader of
congregations in New Haven and Chicago.
He is the author of two books, What Jews
Know About Salvation and Over the
Top Judaism: Precedents and Trends in
the Depiction of Jewish Beliefs and
Observances in Film and Television. He
has been media critic for The National
Jewish Post & Opinion since 1979. A
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Following the Holocaust’s heavy losses
some anguished musicians destroyed
their German-made violins, with others
practically gave them away to Moshe
Weinstein. At the declaration of the
founding of the State of Israel on May 14,
1948, this unique orchestra played the
national anthem, Hatikvah (The Hope) of
a reborn people. Indeed “Wherever there
were violins, there was hope”(p.13).
Rabbi Israel Zoberman is spiritual leader
of Congregation Beth Chaverim in Virginia
Beach. He is a son of Polish Holocaust
survivors. A

Seen on the
Israel Scene
BY SYBIL KAPLAN
PHOTOS BY BARRY A. KAPLAN

Dessert mayven
visits Israel
M

eeting food writer, cookbook author,
French-trained pastry chef Paula Shoyer in
Israel, one is immediately caught up in the
high-energy and enthusiasm of someone
who is passionate about what they do.
Paula Shoyer is that person.
In between visiting her brother, attending
a Bar Mitzvah with her family, and seeing
other relatives, she spent every spare
moment researching Israeli pastry. “The
food scene here is so developed,” Ms.
Shoyer said. She asked everyone she met,
“where do you like to go to eat pastry, what
is different, what is unique to Israel?”
Israel is no stranger to the 50 year old.
She came when she was 16 and then she
returned for her junior year from Brandeis
University on the Hebrew University
program. Her brother has lived here since
1985. A few years ago, she wrote an
article for Hadassah Magazine on the best
pastry shops in Paris. Prior to this trip, she
pitched a story to the magazine on the
best desserts and bakeries in Israel.
In the short time she was in Israel, she
presented a demonstration in the home of
American Ambassador to Israel Dan
Shapiro, hosted by his wife Julie Fisher
with samplings from all of her cookbooks.
From The Kosher Baker, she made a fruit
galette; from The Holiday Kosher Baker, she
made Balkan bites and Florentine bites;
and from her newest book, The New
Passover Menu, she made a Linzer Torte.
Each of these books is organized in a
unique way. In The Kosher Baker, recipes
are organized by the amount of time
they take to prepare; in The Holiday
Kosher Baker, recipes are organized by
the holidays for snacks and food and
entertaining. In The New Passover Menu,
recipes are part of menus.
Perhaps it is this particular sense of
organization which is attributed to Ms.
Shoyer’s background. She was an attorney
and speech writer who lived in Europe.
While in Paris, she enrolled in a pastry
course for fun. This led to operating a
dessert catering business in Geneva,
Switzerland for two years and teaching
classes in French for Jewish organizations.
When she returned to the U.S., she began
teaching classes in French pastry in the
Washington, D.C. area where she lived.
Married with four kids, ages 20, 18 and 15-
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sophisticated recipes during the holiday.”
Readers have the fun of choosing from
eight menus, breakfast and desserts with
65 recipes and enjoying 73 magnificent,
mouth-watering color photographs.
The menus and some recipes include:
updated Ashkenazic seder (fresh salmon
gefilte fish loaf); International seder
(whole chicken with dried fruit stuffing);
Shabbat (seder plate salad), Yom Tov
(spaghetti squash fritters), French Dairy
(seared tuna with olives and capers); Italian
Vegetarian (potato gnocchi with pink
sauce); BBQ Dinner (garlic marinated steak
with onion jam); and Easy Chicken (crunchy
quinoa with sweet potatoes and cranberries).
Food writer, cookbook author, FrenchAmong recipes in The Breakfast section are
trained pastry chef Paula Shoyer.
gluten-free waffles or pancakes and crumb
cake muffins; the desserts section includes
year-old twins, she now operates a pastries triple-chocolate biscotti, orange tea cake
cooking school in Chevy Chase, Md.; cupcakes, cheesecake with roasted cashew
appears on radio and TV shows; freelance and chocolate crust, and Toronne candy.
writes for newspapers and magazines; and
Every recipe gives the number of servings,
develops dessert recipes for companies.
preparation time, cooking time, advanced
In addition to doing research, while in preparation information, and equipment to
Israel she visited bakeries and pastry shops use. If that is not enough, this is followed
in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem; had two book by an anecdote related to the recipe,
signings, one at the home of The New York which make this a wonderful read.
Times Israel correspondent; and made
Ingredients are given in American and
time to take the Shuk Walk in English metric systems; directions are paragraphed
led by this writer in Jerusalem’s Jewish with the first word of each paragraph in
produce market, Machaneh Yehudah.
capital letters. Shaded paragraphs for
Assessing the pastry scene in Israel, she many recipes include hints and tips such
commented,“I feel like there are so many as cleaning leeks, toasting nuts, cubing a
more French bakeries than I remember. whole butternut squash, slivering basil,
Israelis are also demanding healthier making vanilla sugar and more.
breads, artesian breads. There is an
As soon as your local bookstore or
absolute sophistication of the bakeries, synagogue gift shop brings in The New
Passover Menu – whether you are making
and the desserts are so appealing.”
Before she started going into pastry a seder and many Passover meals at home
shops, she thought of the traditional Israeli or going to someone else for seder or
desserts as cookies, sponge cakes, yeast during Passover week – this is definitely
cakes and rugelach. Then she discovered the book to buy for yourself and as gifts.
a lot of French pastry influence, “pastries No creative kosher cook should be
I saw in Paris a year ago,”that she doesn’t without one! Below are two recipes from
see so much in America.
the book.
Seder Plate Salad (serves 6)
Cookbook review
2 pieces of lamb shoulder
The New Passover Menu. By Paula Shoyer.
(about 20 ounces)
Sterling Epicure Publishers. February
2 tsp. extra virgin olive oil
2015. $24.95/$27.95 (in Canada). 160 pgs.
salt and black pepper
A“fifth”question for Passover might well
1 large head romaine lettuce,
be, “how is this cookbook for Passover
cut into 2-inch pieces
2 ribs celery, thinly sliced
different from all other Passover cookbooks?”
1 cup loosely packed fresh parsley
Paula Shoyer answers that. The New
leaves, roughly chopped
Passover
Menu
1/3 cup walnut halves, roughly
features updated
chopped into 1/2-inch pieces
traditional dishes
2 apples, cored, cut into 3/4-inch cubes
that provide the
3 large hard-boiled, quartered eggs
nostalgic pleasure
of family favorites,
Dressing
along with a raft
1/2 cup mayonnaise
of contemporary
4 tsp. jarred white horseradish
recipes developed
1 Tbsp. sugar
to please creative
2 Tbsp. sweet kosher wine
cooks who do not
salt and black pepper
want to compromise their taste for
(see Kaplan, page 18)
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(continued from page 17)

(continued from page 20)

Preheat oven to broil. Rub lamb with oil
and sprinkle with salt and pepper. Broil or
grill 4–5 minutes per side for medium or
for desired doneness. Let cool 5 minutes.
If serving immediately, slice into thin,
2-inch long pieces. If making in advance,
wait to slice after reheating. In a small
bowl, whisk mayonnaise, white horseradish, sugar and wine until well
combined. Add salt and black pepper. To
assemble salad, place romaine in a large
bowl. Add celery and parsley and toss to
combine. Sprinkle walnuts and apples on
top, arrange egg quarters around perimeter
of bowl. Scatter lamb pieces on top. To
serve, scoop some of everything onto each
plate and drizzle with the dressing.
Crumb Cake Muffins (gluten free)
(16–18 muffins)
Batter
4 large eggs, separated
1/2 cup sugar
1/2 cup packed light brown sugar
2 tsp. vanilla (optional)
1/4 cup milk
3/4 cup gluten-free cake meal
or potato starch
dash salt
Streusal topping
1 Tbsp. ground cinnamon
1/2 cup packed light brown sugar
1/2 cup pecan halves, chopped
into 1/3-inch pieces
1/2 cup walnut halves, chopped
into 1/3-inch pieces
3 Tbsp. unsalted butter at
room temperature
1 Tbsp. gluten-free cake meal
or potato starch
Preheat oven to 350°F. Place paper cups
in 16–18 cups of muffin tins. Place egg
yolks, sugar, brown sugar, vanilla (if using)
and milk in medium bowl and beat with
electric mixer at medium speed for 1
minute. Add cake meal or potato starch
and beat for 2 minutes more. In a separate
bowl, beat egg whites on low speed until
foamy. Add salt then beat on high speed
until stiff. Using a silicone spatula, fold the
whites into the batter in four parts, mixing
at increasingly slower speeds after each
addition until all the whites are incorporated. In a medium bowl, mix the streusel
cinnamon, brown sugar, pecans and
walnuts. Add the butter and cake meal or
potato starch and use your fingers to work
the mixture until it sticks together. Break it
back into crumbs. Fill the muffin cups 2/3
to 3/4 full with batter. Sprinkle crumbs on
top. Bake for 22–25 minutes or until a
toothpick inserted into the center of a
muffin comes out clean.
Sybil Kaplan is a journalist, food and feature
writer, and author of nine kosher cookbooks. A

Palace Hotel.
The latter was built in 1929, to what was,
in that period, the highest expectations
demanded of a luxury hostellery in the
Middle East. Although it might seem
bizarre today, the Palace offered a unique
technological novelty in that time slot, an
elevator and steaming hot water in the
guest rooms.
The architect was Nahas Bey, a Turkish
citizen. The Waldorf Astoria re-builders
took great care to preserve many of the
elements of The Palace, including the
splendid exterior facade, the great Hall
and the spacious public rooms.
1929 however, was inauspiciously
the beginning of the Great Depression,
whose tendrils precipitated a worldwide
economic malaise which eventually
engulfed the Middle East and The Palace
Hotel. It suffered a catastrophic financial
collapse and it was Britain’s mandatory
government in Palestine, which stepped
in to transform the hotel into a huge
government administration building.
About a decade ago, more than 80 years
after the original Palace Hotel closed, the
Reichmann family of Toronto, Canada,
decided to invest $150 million in a bold
project to add one more prestige property
in Jerusalem to the 26 existing Waldorf
Astorias worldwide. The Reichmanns
contracted with the Hilton Corporation to
manage the new hotel. A small sample of
the family’s private library of Jewish books
can be found in the hotel’s lower lobby.
It took almost seven years to find and
install the electronic and decorating
materials that met the exacting standards of
the Waldorf Astoria. The finished structure,
completed in 2014, in time for the
Passover holiday, has succeeded admirably
in reinstituting the quiet grandeur associated
with the Palace Hotel, and in going
beyond that by virtue of the old-new
aesthetics, embedded into the Jerusalem
Waldorf’s design, cuisine and airy ambience.
It has already been characterized, in its
first year of operation, as the flagship of
the Waldorf Astoria chain.
Extraordinary care has been taken by the
management to ensure the hotel’s reputation
for the finest appointments; the current
hotel has sparkling crystal chandeliers that
cost over $2 million, Italian-made furniture
and rugs, and each guest room door bears a
beautiful glass mezuzah made in the Czech
Republic. The Jerusalem hotel features
Greco-Roman, Gothic and Ottoman
architecture as well as Oriental design
inside to match the outside exterior.
The hotel is sui generis in its ecumenical
spirit. Kashrut prevails throughout, including
in-room dining, while many of the service

and staff cadres are from the Israeli Arab
community, all of whom speak English and
Hebrew. Just off the main floor foyer area
in the middle of a downward staircase is a
swirling collection of sculpted doves
suspended on a fifty foot pole encircled by
English, Hebrew and Arabic wall inscriptions invoking the hopes for peace. A
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ZIMMERMAN

(continued from page 11)

not be easy; we have to start by understanding and taking control of our own
amygdalas, acknowledging our own role
in the conflict. Let the work begin.
Dr. Zimmerman is professor emerita at
Notre Dame de Namur University (NDNU)
in Belmont, Calif., where she continues to
teach the Holocaust course. She can be
reached at mzimmerman@ndnu.edu. A
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(continued from page 12)

instrumental in the gatherings from the
early 1950’s when a group of professors
and town professionals established Har
Shalom to start a Sunday school so their
children would continue the heritage. The
elder Chessin housed the congregation’s
Torah, borrowed from a closed congregation in Helena for Bert’s bar mitzvah. It is
now the current Torah.
“There is a Hillel at the university that
gathers Friday night for Shabbos, but they
come to Har Shalom for Rosh Hashanah and
Purim – we have a big Purim party – and they
have their own Sukkoth, and do their own
Seder but they use our building,”says Bert.
“It’s all part of the larger Jewish community.”
On the wall of the sanctuary is
Deuteronomy Chapter 30, which is the
final discourse Moses gave the people of
Israel right before they entered Eretz
Yisrael, the land of Israel. Har Shalom,
Mountain of Peace, closing in on 65
families, continues to grow from strength
to strength in Missoula, the Garden City
of Montana. To contact the congregation,
go to www.har-shalom.org.
Matthew J. Silver is a writer, reporter and
researcher living in Indianapolis. A
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(continued from page 15)

are mine. I did not mean to offend, but my
integrity caused me to share my reaction
to the music as well as their performance.
Should you feel differently, that is your
right. It is really a question of taste.
Dr. Gold is an award winning composer
and critic, and the son of a hazzan. A
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It’s not manna from heaven, but this
Passover, provide something just as crucial
to the survival of the Israeli people.

In a country where terrorism and sporadic rocket barrages are an all-too-frequent occurrence, your
gift to Magen David Adom ensures Israel’s national paramedic organization has the medical supplies
it needs to save lives. So this year, while you recount the story of the Jews’ redemption from slavery,
your gift will help modern-day Israelis survive the threats they face today.
Thank you for making a gift today. And we wish you and your family a Pesach kasher
v’sameach.

AFMDA Midwest Region
Cari Margulis Immerman, Director
23215 Commerce Park Road, Suite 306
Beachwood, OH 44122
Toll-Free 877.405.3913 midwest@afmda.org
O

www.afmda.org
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nne Frank and the Remembering Tree.
By Rabbi Sandy Eisenberg Sasso.
Illustrated by Erika Steiskal. The
Children’s Museum of Indianapolis and
Skinner House Books, 2015. 32 pages. $16.
An age-appropriate way to introduce
children ages 6–9 to the Jewish Holocaust.
A much needed resource, this beautifully
written and illustrated book will be
an enormous aid
to teachers and
other adults to
help demonstrate
to children the
importance
of
accepting the differences in others.
Told from the
perspective of the horse chestnut tree that
stood outside the Secret Annex where
Anne Frank, her family and friends hid
during World War II, it also calls attention
to 11 places in the United States that have
or will be planting a sapling from that 170
year old tree from Amsterdam that finally
succumbed to the elements in 2009.
The places receiving the saplings were
chosen because they had a strong desire
to combat the horrible consequences of
intolerance, racism, hatred and discrimination. Saplings from this tree have also
been planted in 32 countries including
Argentina, Canada, England, France,
Holland, Israel, Japan and Spain.
The first sapling was planted in the United
States on April 14, 2013, in front of The
Children’s Museum in Indianapolis. The
museum has a permanent exhibit that is a
replica of the Secret Annex. Part of an exhibit
titled, “The Power of Children: Making a
Difference,”Anne Frank’s section is called
“Facing Hatred: Daring to Dream” and is
subtitled “The Power of Words.”
Anne Frank wrote fondly about the
chestnut tree in her diary. It gave hope to
a teenage girl who was barred from the
outside world for two years. In this
children’s book, the tree responds back with
that same admiration. Children will be able
to easily identify with this conversation
and the delightful, colorful illustrations will
help make this topic comfortable for them.
Sandy Eisenberg Sasso is an awardwinning author of thirteen books for children,
including God’s Paintbrush, The Shema in
the Mezuzah (winner of a National Jewish
Book Award), and Creation’s First Light. Visit
her at www.allaboutand.com. She is currently
the Director of the Religion, Spirituality and
the Arts Initiative at Butler University.

The Great Hall of Jerusalem’s new Waldorf Astoria.

Jerusalem’s
Waldorf Astoria:
The new jewel in
the Middle East
BY HAROLD JACOBSON AND ROSE KLEINER

T

here is nothing quite like it anywhere
in the world. What makes Hilton’s new
Jerusalem Waldorf Astoria special is a
brilliant mélange of history, art, architecture,
culture, and personnel – plus sensitivity to
its strategic emplacement in a city which is
central to Judaism, Christianity and Islam.
It took more than seven years in one of
the most dramatic construction projects
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Erika Steiskal grew up in Ohio and
received a BFA in illustration from the
Columbus College of Art and Design. Her
book and editorial illustrations have appeared
in Spectrum, 3x3, and Communication
Arts, and her work received a gold medal
from the Society of Illustrators Los Angeles.
She lives in Seattle. A

in Israel to finish the job but the Waldorf
Astoria on Agron St. (just a block away
from the Mammila esplanade) has now
been functioning for a year as the quintessence of the first real international ultra
luxury hotel in Israel.
The writers of this article actually
witnessed the first stages of construction
during a stay in Jerusalem in 2010 but its
configuration then gave us no hint of the
splendor that would emerge from the final
product five years later.
The trestles, forms, partition walls, scaffolding, elevator shafts, joists and cement
furrows that were seen half a decade ago
could not project in the mind the majestic
structure which was to emerge from the
architect’s designs and workmen’s labor.
Hilton’s Waldorf Astoria is known for its
exceptional accommodations, fine dining
and exemplary service. Its Jerusalem
representative incorporates all of these
but, in addition, it has a special cachet
composed of original art, sculptured wall
engravings, in three languages, gleaming
Jerusalem stone facades – all superimposed and meticulously resuscitated on
its predecessor’s site, that of the famous
(see Jacobson/Kleiner, page 18)

