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Michael and Shulamit Hasten on
their new grandson Yedidya Asher
born in Jerusalem on Dec. 29, 2015 to their
son and daughter-in-law Tzvi and 
Leah Hasten.

Rabbi Yisrael and Rebetzin Miriam
Gettinger on the birth of their new
granddaughter Yehudis born to Rabbi
and Mrs. Naphtali Gettinger of
Lakewood, New Jersey.

Herb Heller, for a Happy Birthday,
who turned 89 on Jan. 3.

Marty and DeAnn Silverman on
their 45th wedding anniversary Jan. 17.

Arnie Lewin on his new grandson
Sammy Max Lewin (below) born on Jan.
22 to his son and daughter-in-law Jake and
Deena Wertman Lewin in Teaneck, N.J.

HHAI Spelling Bee winners (below):
Daniel Ehlich (Grade 8) – 1st place;
Gabe Kenyon (Grade 5) – 2nd place; and
Brooke Fridell (Grade 4) – 3rd place.
Participants demonstrated exceptional
spelling and vocabulary skills in the highly
challenging contest.

Simcha Announcements
Mazel Tov to…

Betty Carlin, for a Happy Birthday,
who turned 94 on Jan. 28.

Rabbi Hal and Jena Schevitz of
Congregation Beth-El Zedeck on the 
birth of their daughter, Naomi Hadar
Schevitz, born Jan. 29. Congratulations to
the proud parents and grandparents!

Samrawit Solomon (pictured below
with Pacer George Hill), sixth grader at the
Hasten Hebrew Academy, on receiving
the Abrams Academic Achievement
Award from the Indiana Pacers. She is 
one of 15 other students recognized for
extraordinary effort in academic achieve-
ment, character and leadership. Dr. John
Abrams, last year’s HAI-Life Award 
honoree sponsors this along with the Pacers.

Lisl Sego, for a Happy Birthday, who
turned 92 on Feb. 11.

Jack Kamen, for a Happy Birthday,
who turned 91 on Feb. 17.

Len Ari Perel, son of
Gary and Inga Perel, will
become a Bar Mitzvah on
Feb. 20th at Congregation
B’nai Torah in Indianapolis.
He is the grandson of
Raisa Perel, and Tibor
and Dora Weiss. Lenny is a student at the
Hasten Hebrew Academy. His sister Ella
is a sophomore at Carmel High School.

Mike and Sylvia Blain have a new
great-granddaughter Leah Ahuva (above

right) born to Rivka and Zion Leshem
at 8:30 Shabbat morning Feb. 6 at Bikur
Cholim Hospital in Jerusalem. She weighs
3.4 kilo (or 7.5 pounds). She is the grand-
daughter of their son, Zvi Leshem of
Efrat. This is their 14th great-grandchild.

Rivkah Bunes, a seventh grader at 
the Hasten Hebrew Academy, daughter of
Charlie and Stacey Bunes, on receiving 
a Silver Key Award from the Central and
Southern Indiana Region
Scholastic Writing Awards
of 2015 for her critical
essay category submis-
sion, “The Limitations Set
by Society”. Her essay
focused on her view of
inequality given women’s and girls’ sports
media coverage, particularly for The
Indiana Fever by The Indianapolis Star.

Of the 390 submissions, primarily by
high school students, 28 were awarded
Gold Key Awards and 49 were awarded
Silver Keys. Rivkah and the other winners
will receive their awards at a ceremony 
at Bulter’s Clowes Memorial Hall on
February 28 – one day after she becomes 
a Bat Mitzvah at Congregation Shaarey
Tefilla. AAAA

From Indy to Israel…
we are here for you!

317-863-2356
www.remax-atlasgroup.com

(L-R) Brooke, Daniel, and Gabe.
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We were saddened on Sat., Jan. 23 to
hear from Arthur Stein about the passing
of Martha Gelb (see obituary on IN p. 13),
who had lived at Hooverwood for many
years. I don’t know exactly when she
moved in but it was at least 17 years ago
because my mother was still alive then
and she died more than 16 years ago.

Martha had her meals at the same table
by the windows in the dining room for all
those years. My father Gabriel Cohen, z”l,
and I or one of my sisters used to visit her
on Saturdays on our way walking home
with him from Sabbath services. This was
usually at lunchtime and we would walk
to the back of the room to converse with
her and others sitting at her table.

What is it that attracts people of all ages
to congregate in the room of a 101-year-
old woman who has poor eyesight and
hearing, and other systems that are fail-
ing? Bob Green has been a regular visitor
to Hooverwood for years on most
Saturdays after services. He told me he
saw her practically every week for more
than 15 years. She outlived younger
friends Lola Herman and Evelyn Harris
who were two very frequent visitors.
Whenever Michelle Hershenson was in
town she was there.

When I say all ages, I am thinking of
Anat Berday-Sacks, daughter of Jennifer
Berday and Elisha Sacks who was named
a U.S. Presidential Scholar from the state
of Indiana last year. That award goes to
seniors in high school. I did not know
until her funeral that one of Martha’s 
regular visitors was the daughter of Rabbi
Shlomo Crandall who served Congregation
B’nai Torah from 1993–2003. He officiated
and read a beautiful eulogy that his
daughter wrote. Many other locals visited
but I am not able to list all of them here.

In my family, my brother Larry who lives
in New Haven, Conn., would always stop
in and see Martha whenever he was in the
vicinity. My sisters Debbie and Hermine
who live in Bloomington, Ind., did the
same and they made special trips for
Martha’s 99th, 100th and 101st birthdays.
My brother Benzion who writes the
“Chassidic Rabbi” column in this paper
would spend all afternoon visiting 
whenever he was in town. Besides her
daughter Elaine who lives in Pittsburgh
and daughter-in-law Chris from Chicago,
there were many others who made special
trips to visit on a regular basis.

Martha was appreciative of those visitors
and she showed a deep interest in their
lives. She wanted to know what was going
with them and their families. She wanted
to make sure they were living productive

Editorial

Simchas Welcome! Had a recent joyous
occasion in your family or Jewish 
organization? The Jewish Post & Opinion
– IN Edition welcomes your announce-
ments for placement in our Simcha
section (see page 2). Submit photos and
text to: jpostopinion@gmail.com. Next
Deadline: Mar. 2, 2015. All decisions 
on publishing, date of placement, size of
photo, and length of announcement are at
the sole discretion of the publisher.

lives, enjoying their work, making a good
living, and that they were involved in good
relationships. If they were in school she
wanted to hear what classes they were
taking and how they were doing in them.
In the eulogy by Rabbi Crandall’s daughter,
she wrote she would not have gotten her
master’s degree in social work if not for
Martha’s influence.

What caused Martha to be able to go on
as she was gradually losing some of her
five senses, her ability to concentrate and
to be mobile? Was it because she learned
to push forward after surviving the
Holocaust in her mid-20s but lost all of
her family? Perhaps she developed a
strong will to persevere after losing her
husband Amiel and her son Ted within
three months of each other and then
gradually lost her close friends.

I am not saying that she never complained
about these losses both physical and 
emotional but she always chose to make
the best out of what she had left. After 
losing her parents in Auschwitz she went
on to make a new family for herself 
with her husband and his family from
Minneapolis. Her losses never stopped
her thirst for learning. When she could no
longer read, she requested audio books so
she could listen to books that would
broaden her horizons. (see Editorial, page IN 7)

Below in italics is the end of Chris
Gelb’s eulogy given at Martha’s funeral.
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Recently I have been trying to convince
one of my favorite skeptics that we have a
Creator, a Father in heaven. I did some
research and found two proofs that were
given by the Lubavitcher Rebbe. Here is
the first one.

Do you believe that George Washington
lead the American troops to victory at
Gettysburg? Then you can believe that
Hashem gave us the Torah 3,300 years ago
at Mount Sinai.

How many people witnessed the battle
of Gettysburg? A few thousand. How many
people were standing in front of Mount
Sinai? Over a million. And each and every
one of them heard the voice of Hashem
giving them the Ten Commandments.

If one person tells me that he saw or
heard something, I might believe him, or I
might not. It would depend on how much
I relied on him. If ten people would tell me
that they had also witnessed this, I would
be more likely to believe them. Here we have
over one million witnesses that Hashem
gave them the Torah at Mount Sinai.

BY RABBI BENZION COHEN

Chassidic Rabbi

Belief

(see Benzion, page IN 7)

j   i 

Photos on cover, clockwise from top left:
Liz Gray and Jack Firestone, Goldman at

Union Camp Institute, May 25, 2014.
(photos by Bobbi M. Sheridan)

Amanda Hasten and Jared Goldwasser,
at Indianapolis Public Library, Nov. 1,
2015. (photos by Bobbi M. Sheridan)

Nicole Katz and Ari Potash at Conrad
Hotel Indianapolis, Aug. 23, 2009. (photos
by Bobbi M. Sheridan)

Mina Farahan and Sam Shorr, Etz
Chaim Sephardic Congregation, Aug. 2,
2015. (photos by Fritz Mortl)
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Chaim, 6939 Hoover Rd. Join us for
Games, Prizes and Dinner! You won’t want
to miss this one. Kids of all ages are 
welcome! We will serve a light dinner.
Free to members, $5 per person for non-
members, $25 max/family.

The Kabbalah of Intimacy
Tues, Mar. 1 at 7 p.m., at the home of 

Dr. Aaron and Isabelle Cohen-Gadol.
A women’s evening of discussion and
inspiration with Miriam Lipskier. She is
the co-founder and director of the Chabad
Center at Emory University. RSVP to
chabadindiana.org/speaker. Suggested
contribution $10.

Two JCRC events in March 
Wed., Mar. 2 from 7–9 p.m., at the IUPUI

Campus Center, 420 University Blvd.,
Indianapolis. JCRC is partnering with
IUPUI’s Students Supporting Israel (SSI)
group and Jewish Student Association
(JSA) to host Ken Stein, Professor of
Contemporary Middle Eastern History
and Israeli Studies, Emory University.
Thurs., Mar. 31 from 7–8:30 p.m., at
Christian Theological Seminary, 1000 W
42nd St., Indianapolis. Rabbi David
Sandmel is the ADL’s Director of Interfaith
Affairs & Initiatives. For more information
contact Lindsey Mintz at lmintz@indyjcrc
.org or 317/926-3925.

Light Up the Night 
An evening of casino entertainment to

benefit CANDLES Holocaust Museum
and Education Center on Sat., Mar. 5
from 6:30–10:30 p.m., at the Indiana
Theater, 683 Ohio Street, Terre Haute, Ind.
Join us for an evening of blackjack, craps,
roulette, prizes and giveaways, food and
drink, music and dancing! (Casino tables
are for entertainment purposes only and
are free and open to the public.) For more
info contact Kiel Majewski at kiel@
candlesholocaustmuseum.org or 812-
234-7881.

office hours are Mon., Wed., and Fri., from
9 a.m.–2 p.m.

Jewish Foodies of the World Unite
Tues., Feb 23 at 7 p.m. at the Chabad

Center for Jewish Life, 2640 W. 96th St.
Second Food Fest: Shabbat Traditions
Around the World. Cost $12. RSVP to 251-
5573 or chabadindiana.org/foodies.

Young Leadership Division Shabbat
with Congregation Beth Shalom

Fri., Feb. 26, services at 6:30 p.m. and a
pitch-in dinner at 7:30 p.m. Services are
held in the West Building. There is a 
parking lot located off the west drive
entrance. RSVP to indianapolis.fedweb.
jewishfederations.org/page/s/yld-beth-
shalom-shabbat with the food (vegetarian/
dairy) you’ll be bringing!

Kenya Carnival 2016
Sat., Feb. 27, 12–4 p.m., at Second

Presbyterian Church, 7700 N. Meridian St.
Save the date for this annual event that
raises funds to send Kenyan students to
high school. There will be games, face
painting, crafts, food and much more.
Admission is Free.

JFGI Super Sunday 2016
Sun., Feb. 28 from 4–6:30 p.m., in the

Laikin Auditorium. Do good on Mitzvah
Day! Volunteer on the Jewish Community
Campus to call donors or participate in a
service project with one of our agencies.
Make a donation to the JFGI 2016 Annual
Campaign from your computer, kitchen
table, or phone by answering our call or
going online to make a donation. Do good
anywhere at any time, too, with any 
mitzvah! To volunteer on Super Sunday,
contact Margo Fox at 317-715-9268 or
mfox@JFGI.org. To make a difference in
someone’s life, donate online at jfeds.org/
jfgidonatenow.

Bingo night at Etz Chaim 
Sun., Feb. 28 at 4:30–7:30 p.m., at Etz

Ongoing
Join Israeli shlichah Inbar Nadir at

Starbucks on the southeast corner of 86th
& Ditch on Mondays at 5 p.m., and
Wednesdays at 10 a.m., to discuss current
events, topics on Israel, or simply to 
converse in Hebrew.

New Jewish Learning Institute Class
The Jewish Course of Why

Give your Judaism the intellection 
you know it deserves. Prepare to tackle 
the quizzical, queer, and seemingly-
unanswerable questions about Jewish
belief and practice. Ever wondered why
there are so many Jews in Hollywood?
Why Jews eat gefilte fish and cholent and
wish each other mazal tov and l’chaim?
Why the Bible sanctions slavery and 
animal sacrifices? What is the cause of
antisemitism? What does Judaism say
about Christianity? About the role of
women in Jewish life? You will also gain
insight into mysterious Jewish practices,
strange biblical narratives, and enigmas of
Jewish identity.

The class will be held at Chabad Center
for Jewish Life, 2640 W.96th St., Carmel,
Ind., six Sundays: Feb. 7–Mar. 13, from
10:30 a.m.–noon OR six Tuesdays, Feb.
9– Mar. 15, either from 10:30 a.m.–noon
OR from 7–8:30 p.m. (The Tuesday
evening class for Mar. 1 will take place on
Wed. Mar. 2 at 7 p.m.) Fee: $79 textbook
included. Instructor: Rabbi Mendel
Schusterman. For more information: 
Call 317/698-6423 or email JLI@lubavitch
indiana.com. This course is eligible for
CE credits.

BBYO AZA/BBG Havdalah and
Installations Ceremony

Sat., Feb 20 at 7:30 p.m., come join the
AZA and BBG BBYO teens in a beautiful
Havdalah service followed by the timeless
BBYO tradition of board member installa-
tions. The event will take place at the
Arthur M Glick JCC. For more information
please contact BBYO City Director, Ariel
Movshovich at amovshovich@jccindy.org
or 317-500-4838

Hadassah Book Club
Sun., Feb. 21 at 2:30 p.m. Subject is

Poetry. Create your own verse or bring a
poem to share. Special guest is Tracy
Mishkin. Hostess will be Phyllis Kaplan.
Sun., Mar. 20, at 2:30 p.m., Marriage of
Opposites by Alice Hoffman. Hostess is
Jennifer Berday and facilitator is Judy
Koor. For more info or to RSVP contact
Helaine Herman at helaineh1@gmail.com
or the Hadassah office at 475-4278. Office
administrator is Leslie Barrick and her

Community Events

II——1 Recommended Jewish Camp in North
America according to survey from Summer 2015

Taste of Livingston Program: For first time 
campers entering grades 3 – 6!  July 10 to July 17

New for 2016! All 22 cabins on camp have 
been completed renovated!

Scholarship Programs! Camp Livingston  
is dedicated to making camp affordable for ALL 
Jewish families so call and ask about scholarships!

(513)793-5554  •  info@camplivingston.com
www.camplivingston.com

Come & see why our campers 
coming back year after year!

LOVE

What is your Child
doing this Summer?

(see Events, page IN 8)
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Camp Livingston
receives highest camper
satisfaction score

Each summer the Foundation for
Jewish Camp and Summation Research
Group offer a survey to families from over
70 Jewish camps across North America.
Camp Livingston has participated in this
survey since 2010. Livingston was recently
notified that their score in the “Likelihood
to Recommend”category was the highest
score of any camp in the country.

Livingston’s families overwhelmingly
rated the camp as a “five” on a five point
scale on this question. Camp Livingston
was also 14% above the North American
average on the “Overall Satisfaction”
category. In addition, 95% of Livingston’s
families responded at the highest level on
whether camp is an “Atmosphere where
the child is proud to be Jewish”.

After a complete renovation of all 22
cabins on camp, it was likely that families
would respond positively on categories
related to the facilities at camp. However,
no one expected that 99% of our survey
respondents scored our cabins at the
highest level possible. This score increased
a remarkable 43 percentage points from
the previous year.

There are so many great things going on
at Camp Livingston, and these scores
begin to tell some of the story about the
magic there. Know any children ages 8–17
that are still looking for plans for this 
summer? Visit www.camplivingston.com 
to find more information or reach out 
to Aaron Slovin, Livingston’s Executive
Director at (513) 793-5554 or aaron@
camplivingston.com. AAAA

Past and upcoming
events at Etz Chaim

Over the past few months Etz Chaim
has had many events: the community-
wide Tu B’Shevat celebration, a visiting
rabbi, Chanukah kids, a sisterhood dinner,
a musical concert by Kativar, an annual
dinner honoring Sid Eskenazi and a 
lecture about the history of the Ladino
people. They also hosted several groups
such as, IUPUI/Ivy Tech professors of 
religious study and a group from the
International School.

They were delighted to have a visitor,
Rabbi Chaplain David Gingold-Altchek
came with his wife and children Jan. 7–10.
He gave several very interesting presenta-
tions and participated in services. They
hope to see him again soon.

They are continuing to add more 
activities to the synagogue’s calendar with
at least one event per month. A Bingo
night is scheduled for Feb. 28 (see
Community Events), a Purim celebration
on March 24, and their annual Mimouna
celebration at the end of Passover.

If you would like to receive emails 
containing the weekly Shabbat flyer,
events or special announcements,
subscribe at www.etzchaimindy.org. As
always, you can contact Etz Chaim by
phone: 317/251-6220, email: info@etz
chaimindy.org, or President Gadi Boukai
at: president@ etzchaimindy.org. AAAA

Four men who served in the Armed Forces
stand with Rabbi Chaplain Gingold-
Altchek (center). Photo by Gadi Boukai.

Book Excerpt

From Jewish Stories of Love and Marriage,
by Sandy Eisenberg Sasso and Peninnah
Schram.

The story of our love and marriage is a
story of cultural differences and renewing
conversation. Imagine: starry-eyed,
Midwestern WASP
in his early twen-
ties meets thirty-
one-year-old edgy
Jewish woman
from Boston. As if
our differences in
age and life plans
were not enough,
our different com-
munication styles,
sense of propriety,
even sense of self
made for an exciting 
yet turbulent five-year
courtship. The day after 
we finally decided to get
married was a day of 
rapidly changing weather.
Following a fraught night
of decision, we emerged
from our little duplex in between the 
passing storms. We stepped out into the
sunshine and picked our way past the
puddles. Before we could share the news
of the engagement, our Korean neighbor
in New Jersey joked,“In Korea, when the
weather is like this, we say that two tigers
are getting married.”Happily the growling
conflicts and wary circling of each other
are long past, but the love holds fiercely.

Jocelyn: Our first meeting was less 
auspicious. David was twenty-three and I
was thirty-one when we started at Harvard
Divinity School. It was the first week of
classes when students sample courses.
Hoping to charm, David sat down next to
me before one class and remarked,“I saw
you parading around at orientation.” Put
off by his word choice and young-boy
arrogance, I responded,“I was not parading.
I don’t parade.”After class, as we returned
together from Harvard Yard to the Divinity
School, I asked his age. Hearing of the
eight-year difference, I thought, “Well,
he’s cute, but no way.”My boyfriends had
always been older than me, and youth had
no appeal. Fortunately even young men
understand the cold shoulder.

David: After Jocelyn rebuffed me, I 
was pleasantly surprised whenever she
stopped to chat with me – or, really, at me
as I could hardly get in a word. Over the

Two tigers marry
BY JOCELYN SISSON AND DAVID CRAIG

Sandy Sasso

j   i 
j   i 

next year, our conversations grew longer,
and I took the hint when Jocelyn handed
me her phone number. Our first date was
dinner at a Thai restaurant. Fresh off a course
in Buddhism, I shared my fascination with
Buddhist nonattachment and my plans to
travel to China. Jocelyn countered with
her personal theory of commitment and
told me of her plans not to see me again if
I were leaving.

Jocelyn: But David didn’t leave, and that
spring he asked to come to Passover to
meet my parents. I initially put him off, but
later had a change of heart, inviting him

midway through the Seder. Arriving late
and sitting in Elijah’s chair, David began
his Jewish education on the spot with my
father telling him off-color Jewish jokes.
Though I am a fairly secular Jew, Jewish
tradition and culture have informed my
identity. Though raised Protestant, David
feels little connection to Christianity, but
he does enjoy Christmas trees. In our early
years, as we wrestled with having a tree,

(see Book excerpt, page IN 10)
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a novel venue for your storybook wedding

40 E. St Clair St. | Indianapolis, IN 46204 | 317.275.4200 | events.indypl.org
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On this date in
Jewish history
On February 17, 1949
Chaim Weizmann begins

service as Israel’s first president.
~ From The Jewish Book of Days published by

Hugh Lauter Levin Associates, Inc., New York.

For additional events such as movies,
singing club, knitting club, bingo and more,
or to RSVP for these listed below, please call
Janet at 251-8881, unless stated otherwise.

University of Indianapolis Dinner
Theater – Out of Order

Sat., Feb. 20, leave the JCC at 5:30 p.m.
When Richard Wiley, a government junior
minister, plans to spend the evening with
Jane Worthington, one of the opposition’s
typists, things go disastrously wrong. Join
us to find out what happens. $35 includes
transportation, dinner & play.

Coffee Pops ISO – 
The Magic of Motown

Fri., Feb. 26, leave the JCC at 9 a.m.
Relive the magic of Motown with a tribute
to the biggest movers and shakers of 
an unforgettable era. $45 includes trans-
portation, pastries, coffee/tea & concert.

Broadway Across
America/Indianapolis: 
Newsies at Clowes Hall

Thurs., Mar. 17, leave the JCC at 6:30
p.m. They delivered the papers, until 
they made the headlines… Direct from
Broadway comes Newsies, the smash-hit,
crowd-pleasing new musical from Disney.
Winner of the 2012 Tony Awards for Best
Score and Best Choreography, Newsies
has audiences and critics alike calling it “A
musical worth singing about!” (The New
York Times). Filled with one heart-pounding
number after another, it’s a high-energy
explosion of song and dance you just don’t
want to miss. Based on true events,
Newsies tells the captivating story of a
band of underdogs who become unlikely
heroes when they stand up to the most
powerful men in New York. It’s a rousing
tale about fighting for what’s right…and
staying true to who you are. $50 includes
ticket and transportation.

IRT: Fences
Wed., Mar. 30, leave the JCC at 9 a.m.

Powerful drama from Wilson’s epic cycle.
A former Negro League baseball player,
thwarted in his dreams of a Major League
career, struggles to provide for his family
and break free from the boundaries
imposed upon him. Set in 1957, at the
intersection of old prejudices and changing
opportunities, Fences is a powerful drama
filled with passionate love and thundering

rage, generous laughter and searing pain.
Lunch after play, your expense.Tickets $26
includes transportation and admission.
Must be paid for by Feb. 17.

Vera Bradley Outlet Sale – 
Ft. Wayne Coliseum

Weds., Apr. 13, leave the JCC at 10 a.m.
A large variety of styles and colors of purses,
clutch bags, tote bags and accessories. We
will have lunch at Casa Restorante
Italiano; your expense. The restaurant is
located directly across from the coliseum.
Of course, lunch before shopping. Don’t
you need a new purse? $25 includes
admission & transportation. AAAA

can pray to Hashem. We can plead to Him to
redeem us already! We want Moshiach now!

Rabbi Cohen lives in K’far Chabad, Israel.
He can be reached at bzcohen@orange.net.il. AAAA

Seniors in Place Open House for 
Bar and Bat Mitzvah
Party Venue

Sunday, March. 6 from 3–5 p.m., at
502 East Event Centre in Carmel. Join us
for a complimentary Bar and Bat Mitzvah
party tasting. The tasting will include a
specially crafted menu from our award-
winning executive chef, DJ Tim Fuller and
Party Time Sound, and our team of event
professionals to assist you with any 
questions. 502 East Event Centre is the
perfect place to host your next bar or bat
mitzvah celebration. Newly renovated and 
conveniently located at 502 East Carmel
Drive, 502 is the largest event center in
Hamilton County. To RSVP for the open
house, please call 317-843-1234 or email
Bailey Glavan at bailey.glavan@jonathan
byrds.com. AAAA

They passed this over to their children,
and their children passed it over to their
children. This chain continued unbroken
till this very day.

Here is another proof that the Rebbe
gave. Suppose that you walk into a facto-
ry, and all that you see are machines.
Everything is working automatically, and
there is no human being in sight. You
would say to yourself wow! Somebody
really smart put this factory together!

The same thing should happen to us
when we look at the universe. The uni-
verse is one huge and amazing and awe-
some factory! And everything works
automatically! How great is the One who
put all of this together!

This proof applies especially for those
who have learned science. They know
more than others just how complicated
and huge the universe is.

I hope and pray that these proofs will
help those last diehard skeptics to come to
believe in Hashem. We believe that we are
now entering the first stages of the com-
plete and final redemption. More and
more are coming to believe in Hashem and
follow His commandments. Soon the
entire world will be full of the knowledge
of Hashem.

We can help this to happen by learning
more Torah and doing more Mitzvahs. We

BENZION
(continued from page IN 3)

It expresses what those who knew her 
are feeling now. I am including it because
Judaism meant so much to Martha, and it
reminds me of the verse in Deuteronomy
30:19.“I call heaven and earth to witness
against you this day, that I have set before
you life and death, the blessing and the
curse; therefore choose life, that you and
your offspring may live.”

Last summer Elaine and I were visiting
[Martha] in the hospital. She was quite ill.
She commented:  “You have to know when to
get out of the game.”   

“That could be true” I replied. “But how
do you know when that time is here?  

She answered:  “That’s where the courage
comes in.”   

She rallied, returned home to Hooverwood
where she received such loving care over so
many years, and returned to telling us:
“Every day is a gift.”

I’ve thought about that conversation so
many times and still can’t help but believe
that the greater courage is choosing life as
Martha always managed to do, until there
was no choice. I will miss her so much.

Jennie Cohen, February 17, 2016 AAAA

EDITORIAL
(continued from page IN 3)
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design the wedding of your dreams
with the art of hospitality
At the Renaissance Indianapolis North,
our upscale, urbane setting is the perfect
canvas to design the wedding of your dreams.
We believe every couple is unique, every 
wedding one-of-a-kind, and our Renaissance 
Certified wedding Planners will help you
discover and incorporate the elements 
that will comprise your perfect wedding
celebration. Come see why our new hotel
is one of the most sophisticated wedding
venues in Indianapolis.

Also a perfect place for 
Bar and Bat Mitzvah parties!

Contact McKenzie White or Molly Snyder
Sales and Catering Account Managers
317-814-2510 or 317-814-2511
Mckenzie.white@renaissancehotels.com 
Molly.snyder1@renaissancehotels.com

11925 N. Meridian Street, Carmel, Indiana

EVENTS
(continued from page IN 4)

16th Annual Casino Night & Silent Auction
Join us Sat., Mar. 12 at 7:30 p.m. at

Congregation Shaarey Tefilla. Black Jack,
Poker, and Craps. Hors d’oeuvres,
desserts, wine and beer with admission.
Fantastic auction items! Tickets available
now: $25/person – includes $10 off an
auction purchase. For tickets contact the
synagogue office 317-733-2169.

Second Sunday Concert
Sun., Mar. 13 at 2 p.m., at Indianapolis

Hebrew Congregation: “The Year’s
Pleasant King”. Mitzi Westra and
Elisabeth Hoegberg celebrate the arrival 

of Spring in music for voice and piano 
featuring Spring-themed Lieder of
Schumann, Wolf, and Brahms. The
remaining seasons are showcased in Les
Saisons of Albéniz and Tchaikovsky for
solo piano, with works by Argento, Duke,
and Ives offered as additional seasonal
fare. Concerts are free and open to the
public. For more info call 255-6647.

Hadassah Lunch and Learn
Wed., Mar. 16 at 11:30 a.m., at Donato’s

at 86th and Ditch [new location]. Learn
about Lena Bryant Maslin founder of Lane
Bryant. Phyllis Russell is presenter. Wed.,
Apr. 13 Dianne Feinstein and Barbara
Boxer, California U.S. Senators. Marion
Garmel is presenter. For more info call
Leslie Barrick at 475-4278 or email 
indianapolis@hadassah.org.

Israel Talks
Thurs., Mar. 17 from 7–9 p.m., in Room

A25 of the Arthur M Glick JCC. The
Shaliach program of JFGI and the Jewish
Community Relations Council bring you
monthly discussions about important and
timely topics related to Israel presented 
by experts on each topic. For more info
contact Inbar Nadir 317/800-9350 or
shaliach@jfgi.org

Cantor Meyersberg 18th anniversary
at the BJE

Sat., Mar. 19 from 6–11 p.m., a 
celebration of Cantor Meyersberg’s Chai
Anniversary teaching and serving the
Indianapolis community. To celebrate
Cantor Meyersberg’s 18 years of service at
the BJE, we are having a party in her honor
at Triton Brewing Company. Triton is
located at 5764 Wheeler Rd., Indianapolis,
46216. To RSVP for this event, email
admin@bjeindy.org or call 317-255-3124.

Indy Jewish Experience welcomes
Adrienne Gold

Sun., Mar. 20 from 4:30–7:30 p.m. Two
lectures at the Hasten Hebrew Academy
of Indianapolis, 6602 Hoover Rd., Cost $18
Contact Judith Friedman 317-417-1610 or
judith.friedman@yahoo.com.

35th Greater Lafayette Holocaust
Remembrance Conference 

Sun.–Weds., April 10–13 on the Purdue
University Campus with keynote speaker
Daniel Mendelssohn. Included this year will
be a film series: My Italian Secret (US/Italy),
Aftermath (Poland) and The Flat (Israel); a
performance; an educator workshop and
much more. For information go to:
www.glhrc.org or email: Info@glhrc.org. AAAA

j   i 
Mina Farahan and Sam
Shorr wed on Aug. 2,
2015 at Etz Chaim

Mina Farahan, daughter of Rakhel and
Farid Farahan, granddaughter of Habibeh
and Solomon Mottahedeh and Julet and
Shalom Farahan married Samuel Shorr,
son of Eileen and Howard Shorr, grandson
of Rachel and the late Stan Albert and
Norma and the late Leon Shorr. The
reception was in the Laikin auditorium of
the JCC. (See photo – lower left – on the
cover and  more on our website.)

For the first time in fifty years, one 
congregant of Etz Chaim married another
congregant. The chuppah was set up in
front of the beautiful stained glass window
in front of the building. The wedding took
place when the sun was shining through
the window leaving such a splendid array
of colors that those watching had tears
from the emotional impact.

The chuppah was made by the bride’s
mother Rakhel Farahan. She made it for
the wedding of an older daughter,
Freshteh to Edward Mintz in March of
2004. At that time Rakhel went to Chicago
to buy the golden red fabric. This chuppah
has been used for several other weddings
and carrying four Torahs to Etz Chaim and
B’nai Torah. Most recently it was at B’nai
Torah for their new Torah dedication on
Jan. 24. (See back page.)

Rabbi Avi Grossbaum and Itamer Cohen
officiated. Rick Bentley and Stephen
Rosenfeld were the two witnesses. The
Maid of Honor was the bride’s cousin,
Sheeda Golian, and the Best Man was the
groom’s older brother, Joey Shorr. Parisa
Keisari, the bride’s sister, catered and
Sylvia Decastro made the desserts. Fritz
Mortl was the photographer and Brian
Whitis was the DJ. The couple honey-

(see Farahan/Shorr, page IN 12)



show Kids R US. See more at the following
link: polytechnic.purdue.edu/alumni-
profiles/norman-moses-joseph

All members of the Purdue University
community and the public are cordially
invited to attend this free event offered by
the Jewish Studies Program. AAAA

An Indian Jew’s
Journey to America
and Disney Animation

On Mon., March 28, at 8 p.m., in 
the Krannert Auditorium at Purdue
University, the Ben and Louise Klatch
Jewish Arts Series Presentation features
Norman Moses Joseph,Technical Director,
Walt Disney Animation Studios: “From
Mumbai to Disney Animation: A Personal
Story of an Indian Jew’s Journey to
America and Animation”.

As a child, Norman Joseph never 
realized while watching Jungle Book, his
favorite animated film, that he would one
day help create the movies children and
adults enjoy today. Norman grew up
Jewish in India. As one of only about five
thousand, or less than one two-thousandth
of one percent of the population of India,
Norman didn’t realize how unique his
experiences and upbringing truly were.
Many Westerners don’t even know there
are Indian Jews, but to Norman and his
family, it was and is ordinary, everyday life.
Norman was brought up to celebrate both
his family’s Indian and Jewish heritage
and traditions. He will take you on his
journey to reaching Disney and share with
you how his faith, family and religion all
contributed to that voyage and ultimately
led to him working on Oscar winning 
animated films and even to present his
technological advances at the Siggraph
Asia Computer Graphics Conference in
Shenzhen, China.

Norman Joseph, originally from
Mumbai, currently works as a Technical
Director with Walt Disney Animation
Studios in Burbank, Calif. He has almost
ten years experience in the Information
Technology, Computer Graphics and
Animation Industries. His first film with
Walt Disney Animation Studios, Big 
Hero 6, won a prestigious Oscar for best
animated feature film along with 11 other
awards. Norman’s achievements were
recently recognized when he was awarded
the Early Career Award by Purdue
University, College of Technology this 
past spring (2015). He has also earned 
a Project Management Professional
Certification (PMP).

Joseph has traveled extensively, repre-
senting India as a Youth Leader to many
international Jewish youth conferences in
Washington D.C., USA and Jerusalem,
Israel, even serving as the elected
Secretary of the Jewish Youth Pioneers
group in Mumbai. Growing up in India,
Norman starred weekly as a child artist on
the national children’s television series
Phulwari Bachchon Ki for six years as well
as performed for three years on the stage
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Warm Winter Greetings!
from

Perfect Touch 
Cleaners

8435 Ditch Road
259-7837

Serving your community 
for 25 years.

Having recently moved from Israel to
Indianapolis, I was eager to get involved in
a meaningful way with the Indianapolis
Jewish community. I could
not have anticipated that I
would have the opportu-
nity and honor to work
with Jewish teens as the
new BBYO City Director
for Indianapolis. As a 
participant in my own
temple youth group, I know firsthand the
importance of Jewish youth organizations
in the shaping and strengthening of
Jewish identity.

My first significant exposure to BBYO
was during the past Kentucky, Indiana,

Welcome to our new
BBYO City Director
BY ARIEL MOVSHOVICH

and Ohio Regional convention. I was
extremely impressed by the teen’s leader-
ship abilities, intellectual curiosity, passion
for tradition and deep friendships. I knew
immediately that BBYO was a highly
impactful organization, which presented
teens with amazing opportunities for 
personal growth and Jewish enrichment. I
had no doubt that I wanted to join BBYO
in the mission of facilitating meaningful
Jewish programs and experiences.
Moreover, after working as a college 
campus activist in support of Israel, I am
keenly aware of the challenges facing
Jewish teens as they begin their college
experiences.

I am particularly excited to mentor,
inspire and assist our teens in their 
preparation for school, by ensuring that
they are educated and confident before
they even step foot on a college campus.
Having a strong Jewish identity has been
integral to shaping my life and has
brought with it unimaginable experiences
and blessings. I very much look forward to
sharing my knowledge and connecting
with BBYO teens as they embark on their
own unique paths as our future Jewish
leaders. I can be reached at: 317-500-4838
or amovshovich@jccindy.org. AAAA
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Movshovich



Brad Bell named 
to National Jewish
Federation’s Board 
of Trustees

Brad Bell, a longtime leader in the
Indianapolis Jewish community was
appointed to the Board of Trustees of the
Jewish Federations of North America
(JFNA), the organization
announced recently. Bell
will join the leadership of
the umbrella organization
representing 151 Jewish
Federations and 300 inde-
pendent Jewish communi-
ties across North America.

Bell has served as past president, officer
and member of the Jewish Federation of
Greater Indianapolis (JFGI) Executive
Committee and Board of Directors; 
the Board of Directors of the Simon 
Hillel Center at Indiana University-
Bloomington; and as past president of the
Arthur M. Glick Jewish Community
Center (JCC) of Indianapolis.

“The Indianapolis community is thrilled
for Brad Bell and his new role,” said
Executive Vice President of the Jewish 
federation of Greater Indianapolis Debra
Barton Grant.“The work that Brad has done
here has been invaluable, from establishing
a PACE fund – a Perpetual Annual
Campaign Endowment that will support
his legacy for years to come, to his strong
leadership with both the JFGI and JCC. We
wish him nothing but the best as he embarks
on this new journey. I am confident that
JFNA will find they have selected a shining
example of a leader in the Jewish world.”

Leaving the Jewish Federation’s Board of
Trustees is Chuck Cohen, after completing
his second term of five years of service.
Chuck remains a valued contributor to 
the national conversation, especially as a
leading voice in the endowment arena,
and a representative of the JFNA Delegate
Assembly. At the 2015 General Assembly
Chuck was one of 13 trustees representing
the 52 Intermediate Federations. He has
also served on a number of national 
committees including (among others)
Endowment, Israel & Overseas and the
Partnership Committee of the Global
Planning Table.

Bell is currently a member the
“Professional Advisors Leadership
Council” of Central Indiana Community
Foundation. He is an alum of “The Wexner
Heritage Foundation Lay Leadership
Program”and he previously served on the
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Jewish Federations proud to announce
appointment following Bell’s more than 
30 years of service in Indianapolis

Brad Bell

I made clear my opposition. Fortunately,
we celebrated Christmases with David’s
parents in Oberlin, Ohio.

David: We married when Jocelyn was
thirty-seven and I was twenty-nine. Our
early married years were filled with two
babies, Jocelyn’s difficulties with postpartum
depression, and my doctoral dissertation.
Soon, the stresses of two jobs, two 
commutes, and dual parenting tugged at
us as much as they pulled us together.
Through it all, we talked, we argued, we
listened, we loved. As I told Jocelyn, “We
may not have been made for each other,
but we have made each other for each
other.” Part of that remaking was knitting
our lives and our daughters into a Jewish
home. I love the humanity and community
of Judaism. I admire the intellectual 
tradition of wrestling with the Torah and
sharing disagreements in search of fuller
meaning. Our daughters, Claudia and
Eliza, have helped me on the journey,
teaching me Hebrew prayers as I prepared
for their becoming B’not Mitzvah. Their
Hebrew names honor their great-grand-
mothers. Claudia is named Dina Sara after
her Russian Jewish forebears Dorothy and
Sadie. Eliza’s name, Hanna Leah D’rorah,
remembers two Virginia-born Protestant
ladies, Annie Lee and Frances.

Jocelyn: David is the cook and the
keeper of ritual in our home. I am the
baker and the maker of festivity. Claudia
and Eliza remind us to keep holidays and
keep laughing. Passover is the family’s
favorite. David plans the Haggadah
readings, and I add midrashic commentary
and levity. For Chanukah, the girls and I
light the menorah, David cooks the latkes,
and we all recite the prayers, closing with
a heartfelt “Baruch Hashem.”

David: Our differing religious 
backgrounds have posed challenges; 
however, we have never disagreed about
which religion to support. Our different
ethnicities – yes, WASP is an ethnicity –
have been the more frequent sources of
misunderstanding. From my first Seder, I
was drawn to Jocelyn’s boisterous and
boundary-less family. Now I can almost
keep up with her banter and even make
jokes she finds funny. Jocelyn has learned
not to say out loud everything she thinks
as she makes her way in the world.

Jocelyn and David: Our marriage is a
covenant, transcending our differences
and softening the harder edges of our 
personalities. Our marriage is a journey 

BOOK EXCERPT
(continued from page IN 5)

of traveling alongside each other and
growing together, sharing struggles and
frustrations, delighting in joys and 
accomplishments, and laughing at 
ourselves and with our daughters. With
every step, we are committed to keeping
the conversation going.

Jocelyn Sisson and David Craig live in
Indianapolis, Indiana. Jocelyn teaches
English at North Central, a diverse urban-
suburban high school. David is a professor 
of religious ethics at Indiana University-
Purdue University Indianapolis (IUPUI).

Copyright © 2015 Rowman & Littlefield.
Used by arrangement with the publisher. All
rights reserved. No part of this excerpt may
be reproduced or printed without permission
in writing from the publisher. AAAA

Scholarships 
and Internships

The Jewish Federation of Greater
Indianapolis is proud to offer a variety of
scholarships, from academic scholarships
for high school, college and graduate 
students, to summer camp scholarships,
to scholarships to help teens and young
adults travel to Israel. Contact Inna
Kolesnikova Shmukler at 317/715-9264 
or academicscholarship@JFGI.org with
questions. These scholarships are made
available through endowment funds. If
you would like to help to fund one of our
scholarship programs, contact Katy Cantor
at 317/715-9266 or kcantor@JFGI.org.

The Federation also offers summer
internships to students who have com-
pleted at least one year of college. Interns
will spend the summer working in the
Jewish community at one of our agencies.
Individual internships focus on different
skill sets and areas of interest. Contact Inna
Kolesnikova Shmukler at 317/715-9264 or
internship@JFGI.org with questions.

The scholarships offered by National
Council of Jewish Women Indianapolis
Section include The Francis E. Mazur
Scholarships, The New American
Scholarships, The Judith B. Lichtenberg
Single Parent Scholarships, The Jewish
Student Scholarships, and The Mary Fink
Merit Scholarship.

Each application offers a full description,
including the eligibility requirements for
that specific scholarship. Please submit
complete applications, with all materials
as requested, as we are unable to process
incomplete submissions.

If you have any questions regarding
these scholarships, please email ncjw
indy@yahoo.com, or contact the NCJW
Scholarship Committee Co-Chairs, Lori
Moss, 317/691-4400, or Cindy Wides,
317/370-1122. AAAA

board of directors of Indianapolis Hebrew
Congregation. Bell will begin his term in
January 2016. AAAA
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Hebrew Union College
hosts BBYO KIO
Region convention

From Jan. 29–31, the KIO (Kentucky,
Indiana and Ohio) region came together
for Chapter Execs/AZAA Basketball &
BBG Sisterhood Weekend in Cincinnati.
Held for the first time on the grounds of
the historic Hebrew Union College (HUC),
the weekend took place in a beautiful
facility, perfectly suited for leadership
training and programming. 130 teens 
participated in “fantastic and dynamic 
programming activities. The feedback was
overwhelmingly positive and teens had 
a great time!” said Ariel Movshovich, the
new BBYO City Director for Indianapolis
(see article p. IN 9).

Programs included Saturday morning
services conducted at the American Jewish

Archives, spirituality and leadership 
programming held in conjunction with
HUC and led by its distinguished staff,
guest speaker Jennifer Dauer of the Ohio
Jewish community who joined BBYO for
the “Lean In – Bold not Bossy” BBG
Sisterhood program, and finally they
closed out the weekend with the infamous
KIO AZAA Basketball tournament.
However, for many teens, the highlight of
their experience was a new KIO initiative
to increase Israel education, which was
facilitated by a representative from the
“Stand with Us” organization. Described
by many participants as,“the best program
ever!”teens expressed immense interest in
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The Jewish Funeral Home of Greater Indianapolis

317-873-4776
11411 N. Michigan Road

just north of I-465

A R N

Aaron
Ruben
Nelson

Above: BBYO-KIO region director, Jeff Linkon (dark shirt at front of the room) leads BBYO
members in a leadreship training. Below: BBYO members participate in a teen-led exercise.

(left) Jackson Frank (center, red shirt) of Indy,
jumps for the tip off at KIO AZAA Basketball
Tournament championship game between
Indy Brae Sheath and Louisville Drew Corson.

learning more about the issues facing
Israel and how they can better educate
themselves. AAAA
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Merry mitzvah
holiday celebration
for interfaith families

Reed and Meyer Goldsmith (right),
children of Eric Goldsmith and Jen
Boehm-Goldsmith, grandchildren of
Nikki and Phill Goldsmith and Natalie
Boehm and Ted Boehm participated in this
event on Jan. 24 in the afternoon at the
Market District. It was a service day and
celebration to teach children about the
shared values of charity and tzedakah. This
service project benefitted Coburn Place
and Popsie’s Pantry. Coburn Place
empowers victims of intimate partner
domestic violence to live as survivors.
Mothers and their children live rent-free
in one of 35 apartments and receive 
supportive services and advocacy for up to
24 months. Popsie’s Pantry offers dry and
canned goods, along with household
items and toiletries, to those who qualify
for food assistance. Popsie’s Pantry serves
all people, regardless of religious, ethnic or
racial background. AAAA

FARAHAN/SHORR
(continued from page IN 8)

mooned in the Dominican Republic.
Anne Calderon was the matchmaker.

When Sam came to Etz Chaim with his
family to say Kaddish for his grandfather
Leon Shorr, Anne asked him if he had a
girl friend. When he said no she told him
she knows someone who would be a good
match for him. By the end of the day Sam
and Mina were messaging on Facebook. AAAA
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Obituaries
Joan Sanger, 84, of Indianapolis

passed away Dec. 11, 2015. She was born in
Mt. Vernon, N.Y., to Maurice and Priscilla
Levine on Dec. 28, 1930. Joan received her
Bachelor’s degree in Political Science and
was a principal at Akiva School, a Jewish
day school, in Nashville, Tenn.

She is survived by her daughters, Susan
(Hercules) Costakis and Mindy S. Koch;
grandchildren, Jessica and Ashley Hutchins,
Stephanie (Kevin) Butler and Deborah
(Matt) Berliner; great-grandchildren, Eli and
Isaac Butler, Kai Berliner, and Jordan Fox;
and sister-in-law, Sally Levine. Joan was
preceded in death by her husband, Richard.

Memorial contributions may be made 
to Hadassah. Arrangements entrusted to
A.R.N. Funeral & Cremation Services.
Friends may leave a memory or message
of condolence by visiting the online obitu-
ary at www.arnmortuary.com.

Donald Todd, 83, former resident of
Indianapolis and long time resident of
Syracuse, Ind.; passed away Jan. 1, 2016.
Don was born in Indianapolis on Dec. 24,
1932 to Joseph and Clara Epstein. He was a
graduate of Shortridge High School, Indiana
University and New York Law School.

Don was an attorney and later worked
as a general contractor. He was a former
member of Indianapolis Hebrew
Congregation and was a classically trained
pianist. He loved classical music and 
boating on Lake Wawasee, where he had
lived for many years.

Don is survived by his beloved wife,
Sarah; step-son, William (Denise) Ecklor;
four grandchildren and five great grand-
children. Don was preceded in death by
his step-daughter, Melinda Ecklor.

A memorial service was held at Aaron-
Ruben-Nelson Mortuary on Jan. 5, 2016.
Memorial contributions may be made to a
local animal shelter.

Sally Felsher, 93, of Indianapolis,
passed away Jan. 9, 2016. She was born 
in Krakow, Poland on Sept. 6, 1922 and
was a survivor of the Holocaust. She came
to the U.S. in 1949 and was a member 
of Congregation Shaarey Tefilla and
Hadassah.

She is survived by her children, Arthur
(Gigi) Felsher and Susane (Dan) Quinlan;
five grandchildren and five great-grand-
children. She was preceded in death by her
loving husband Harry Felsher. A funeral
service was held at the Aaron-Ruben-
Nelson Mortuary Jan. 11 followed by
burial in the Ezras Achim Cemetery.

Memorial contribution may be made in
her honor to the Yad Vashem Martyrs’
and Heroes’ Remembrance Authority, Har

State University. He was also a Past
President of the American Burn Assoc.
He was active with the Columbus Jewish
Federation, served on the board of the JCC
Columbus and board of JCC Assoc. of
North America. Sid traveled internationally
teaching doctors how to establish 
burn centers.

Graveside services were held on Jan. 20
at Beth El Zedeck North Cemetery. In lieu
of flowers, donations are preferred to
Congregation Tifereth Israel, the American
Burn Association or charity of donor’s
choice. Online guestbook at www.epstein
memorial.com

Martha Schoenberg Gelb, 101, of
Indianapolis, passed away Jan. 23, 2016.
She was born in Vienna, Austria May 23,
1914, the only child of Sarah and
Benjamin Schoenberg. In 1939, as anti-
Semitism was escalating, she was encour-
aged by her parents to leave Austria and
immigrate to Minneapolis where distant
relatives welcomed her. Shortly after 
arriving she met Amiel Gelb and they
married Sept. 29, 1940, eventually settling
in Indianapolis. Once her children Ted and
Elaine were both in school, she resumed
her own education achieving a Bachelors
in Science and a Masters Degree in 
education from Butler University.

She taught physical sciences at
Shortridge High School 1962–70 and
Northview Junior High School 1970–80. A
lifelong devoted educator she also 
contributed her talents to Beth El Zedeck
Religious School 1956–72 and teaching
English as a second language to Russian
immigrants settling in Indianapolis. She
was a proud and active member of the
Beth-El Zedeck Sisterhood, Indianapolis
Chapter of Hadassah, and Hooverwood
Auxiliary. Her greatest joy and devotion
was to her family and ever expanding
sphere of friends. She was a skillful com-
municator and continued to engage with
those around her until her final moments.

She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Amiel Gelb; and son, Theodore
Benjamin Gelb. She is survived by her
daughter, Elaine Gelb, MD (Pittsburgh);
and daughter in-law, Christine Gelb
(Chicago).

Funeral Services were held Jan 26 at
noon at Aaron-Ruben-Nelson Mortuary
with burial following in Beth-El Zedeck
North Cemetery. In lieu of flowers 
memorial contributions can be made to
Hooverwood Foundation.

William “Bill” Greenwald, 84,
passed away on Jan. 27, 2016. He was born
to Rabbi Milton and Ruth Greenwald on
Aug. 6, 1931. He grew up in Evansville,
Ind., and entered the Navy in 1952. As a

Hazikaron, Jerusalem, Israel, www.yad-
vashem.org

Jean D. Goldstein,
99, of Indianapolis, passed
away January 14. She was
born in Harrisburg, Pa.,
to Lewis and Marie
D’Englere on Jan. 23, 1916.
She was a buyer for
William H. Block Company’s fine jewelry
department for 12 years. Jean then went to
work for Rost Jewelry Company as a buyer
for 27 years, retiring in 1978. She enjoyed
knitting, baking and playing on her iPad.

She was a member of Congregation
Beth-El Zedeck, Beth-El Zedeck
Sisterhood, and the Hooverwood Guild.
Jean was a life member of Hadassah and
volunteered during WWII in the Office of
Civilian Defense.

Jean was preceded in death by her 
parents; six siblings; and husband, Paul.
She is survived by her children, Mel E.
(Judy) Goldstein and Barbara (Herb)
Frankovitz; seven grandchildren; and 15
great-grandchildren.

Funeral services were held Aaron-Ruben-
Nelson Mortuary on Jan. 18. Entombment
followed in Washington Park North
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be
made to Hooverwood, the Hooverwood
Guild, American Cancer Society, or the
Indianapolis Humane Society.

Robert S. Sacks, 83, life resident 
of Indianapolis, passed away on Jan. 16,
2016 at Riverwalk Nursing Home in
Noblesville. Bob was a graduate of
Shortridge High School and had proudly
served in the United States Navy. He
spent his career selling automotive parts
as a counter man for Ram Parts,
Washington Auto Parts and Highway Parts.

Bob was a member of Etz Chaim
Sephardic Congregation. He is survived 
by his children, Michael L. Sacks and Eve
Ann Machlin; sisters, Doreen Nahmias
and Helen (Fred) Stickler. His brother,
Danny preceded him in death. Graveside
services were held on Jan. 19, 2016 in Etz
Chaim Cemetery.

Dr. Sidney F. Miller, 72, passed away
on Jan. 18, 2016. Preceded in death by his
parents, Joseph and Sarah Miller, he is
survived by his wife, Babs Miller; daughters,
Amy (Frank) Fiorella and Debra (Jim)
Gaetano; sister, Elaine (Arthur) Atlas;
grandchildren, Brooke Fiorella, Andrew,
Jayson and Matthew Gaetano.

Sid graduated from Indiana University
Medical School. He practiced general 
surgery at Miami Valley Hospital and was
a professor at Wright State University in
Dayton, Ohio. Sid moved to Columbus to
establish the Burn Center at The Ohio (see Obituaries, page IN 14)
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journalist, Bill was assigned to the
Admiral’s staff in Pearl Harbor, during the
Korean War. After 4 years in the Navy, he
attended Indiana University where he met
Harriet Spasser, who became his beloved
wife of 56 years. He graduated in 1958
with a degree in Business Administration.

Bill spent 42 years as a manufacturer’s
representative in the home furnishings
industry. The last six years of his life were
especially rewarding. Bill volunteered over
5,000 hours at the C.O.A.G. clinic in St.
Vincent Hospital. He was an emotional
support for the families in clinic. He loved
nothing more than his family and friends,
and being “Papa”to his grandchildren. His
compassion and sense of humor endeared
him to everyone he met.

Bill is survived by his wife, Harriet; 
sister, Susan (Paul) Roberts; daughter,
Rachel (Steve) Gallagher; son, David
(Jamie) Greenwald; and grandchildren,
Jason, Alison, Matthew, Aaron and Emily.

Funeral services were held Jan. 31 
at Aaron-Ruben-Nelson Mortuary.
Memorial contributions may be made to
the Indianapolis Hebrew Congregation or 
St. Vincent Hospital Foundation of
Indianapolis.

Shirlee Adele Binzer Schuchman,
90, passed away on Feb. 2, 2016. She was
born May 4, 1925. Shirlee worked for over
30 years at Hooverwood as a payroll clerk
and receptionist. She was a former 
member of Congregation Beth-El Zedeck
and B’nai Torah Congregation.

She is survived by her beloved daughters,
Benice (Al) Silver of Carmel and Donna
(Jay) Broder of Royal Palm Beach, Fla.; 
sister, Rae Lea Lipken and granddaughter,
Heather Broder. Her husband, Herman
preceded her in death. She will be deeply
missed by those who knew and loved her.

Graveside funeral services were held 
on Feb. 4th in The B’nai Torah Cemetery.
Memorial contributions may be made 
to American Diabetes Association.
Arrangements by Aaron-Ruben-Nelson
Mortuary.

Maria Grishin, 82, of Indianapolis,
passed away on Feb. 10, 2016. She was
born on March 9, 1933 in Goeml, Belarus
to Yevsey Grishin and Slava Zlodnikov.
Maria worked as nurse in Russia; when
she came to the United States she became
a seamstress and worked for the Uniform
House.

She is survived by her two devoted 
children and their families: daughter,
Raisa Grishin and her husband, Gregory;
and son, Leo Grishin and his wife Rita;
grandchildren, Marina (David) Piechocki,
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Dennis Grishin, Stas Grishin and Martin
Grishin. Maria lost her husband, Lev
Inzelbukh, in 2005.

Funeral services were held on Feb. 11,
at Aaron-Ruben-Nelson Mortuary and
burial followed in IHC North Cemetery. AAAA

Freedom of the Press – The Post &
Opinion encourages readers to send 
letters. All letters to the editor should be
addressed to The Jewish Post & Opinion,
1427 W. 86th St. #228, Indianapolis, IN 46260,
or by e-mail: jpostopinion@ gmail.com.

Dear Editor,
The Dec. 30, 2015 edition of the Post &

Opinion reported that at a meeting of
Jewish attorneys in Indianapolis on Dec.
16, 2015, Indiana University School of Law
professor Rob Katz maintained that the
“LGBT community would be best served”
if proposed legislation to give the Indiana
Civil Rights Commission jurisdiction to
resolve allegations of discrimination
against them were not enacted (my
emphasis) because doing so would 
“impair the impact“ of “strong local
human rights commissions in many local
communities.”I could not disagree more.

Without state-wide legislation and
absent Federal law prohibiting discrimina-
tion against the LGBT community and
providing procedures for investigating
alleged violations and specifying remedies
available to victims, there would be no
relief available to persons in the LGBT
community if the alleged discrimination
occurred in one of the many cities and
towns in Indiana where there are no local
ordinances to protect them. Should LGBT
Hoosiers or out-of state LGBT visitors
have to travel at their own risk to such
areas? Should they have to eliminate 
them as possible places to find work or to

Letter to the Editor attend college?
Even assuming the unlikely passage of

ordinances throughout Indiana prohibiting
such discrimination, it is highly unlikely
that more than a small minority of Indiana
cities and towns will be able to afford 
professional staff to provide meaningful
enforcement.

Furthermore, a statute with state-wide
coverage could include a procedure for
the Indiana Civil Rights Commission to
defer to a local jurisdiction if the local
jurisdiction provides remedies comparable
to those created under state law and if that
jurisdiction is deemed to have trained,
professional staff capable of administering
the local ordinance.

Finally, I think the well-organized
Indiana LGBT community, of which I am
not a member, is better qualified than
Professor Katz to determine what is best
for it.

Norman Sider received his JD from the
Indiana University School of Law in 1967
and was admitted to the Indiana Bar the
same year. He subsequently worked on the
staff of the Indiana Civil Rights Commission
and the United States Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission for over seven
years. His duties included investigating and
supervising the investigation and settlement
of charges of alleged discrimination in
Indiana.

Response by Rob Katz:
People who support a bill must show

that it would, if enacted, be an improve-
ment over what’s already in place. A 
significant percentage of LGBT individuals
in Indiana are currently protected by local
human rights ordinances (HROs) that,
whatever their flaws, unequivocally ban
discrimination based on sexual orientation
and gender identity on equal terms as
other protected classes. By contrast, SB
100, the Senate Republicans’bill to amend
the state civil rights law, is a mixed bag.
Although it extends certain protections to
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LGBT Hoosiers, it qualifies them in 
myriad ways aimed at blunting the alleged
threats these protections pose to religious
freedom. SB 100 would also weaken
existing HROs by prohibiting localities
from maintaining or enacting ordinances
that protect LGBT individuals more 
thoroughly and evenhandedly than 
state law.

I invite your readers to read the bill in its
entirety and draw their own conclusions.
It is available online at: www.indiana
senaterepublicans.com/clientuploads/
Documents/2016%20Session/SB100_
LS6175.pdf

They can compare it to Marion County’s
HRO, which is available online at:
https://www.municode.com/library/in/
indianapolis_-_marion_county/codes/code_
of_ordinances?nodeId=TITIIIPUHEWE_
CH581HUREEQOP

Robert Katz, Professor of Law, Indiana
University Robert H. McKinney School 
of Law. AAAA

Shapiro’s delivers…
all the way to 
Flint, Michigan!

David Stanley, a member of Temple Beth
El in Flint, Mich., wrote a blog on the
Reform Judaism site about Shapiro’s
Delicatessen in Indianapolis. With the help
of the Jewish Federations of the two cities,
Shapiro’s delivered a care package of their
food to the Jewish community there. Below is
an excerpt from that and the rest can be read
at the following link: http://www.reformju-
daism.org/blog/blog-author/David-Stanley:

In the midst of the water crisis here 
in Flint, Mich., Shapiro’s Delicatessen of
Indianapolis – purveyors of exceptional
Jewish foods since 1905 – traveled 300
miles to deliver a “We stand with you”
meal to Flint’s Jewish community on the
last Shabbat in January. Staged with help
from the Jewish Federations of both Indy
and Flint, Shapiro’s delivered kosher-style
corned beef, pastrami, chicken noodle
soup, saltine crackers, mustard, mayo,
bagels, cream cheese, Kaiser rolls, onion
rolls, bread, dill pickles, potato salad,
coleslaw, chocolate sheet cake, mandel
bread, rugalach, and five cases of Dr.
Brown’s soda pop.

I spoke with Sally Shapiro, who told me:
“It’s the Jewish tradition, to send food.

It’s like when a family is mourning: We
send food, not flowers. Flowers die, right?
That reminds the family of their loss.Your
community is suffering. We felt a kinship,
so we sent food. It’s what we do. We hope
that providing food will ease the burden
for a while.”

Nancy Epstein, Temple Beth El, Flint
doyenne, expressed the congregation
gratitude to Shapiro’s, “Thank you for 
the delicious dinner you so generously
donated, prepared, and driven to Temple
Beth El, Flint. Spirits were lifted and 
tummies were filled. What a mitzvah you
did for us! Our entire community benefited
and will be forever grateful…”

The food was exceptional.The gesture, out
of the blue and completely unexpected –
was overwhelming. From our hearts to
yours, Indianapolis and Shapiro’s, todah
raba – thank you so much for sending such
love to our community in this time of need.

Top: Temple Beth El, Flint families share in
the “special delivery” by Shapiro’s. Middle:
Members of the Temple and the Flint
Jewish Federation. Below: Flint Federation
Executive Director, Steven Low (middle),
with Kyle and Carl from Shapiro’s.
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Congregation B’nai Torah dedicates new Torah
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Congregation B’nai Torah dedicated a new Torah on Sun., Jan. 24 in loving memory 
of Morris Katz, z”l, by his wife Sarah Katz and their children (above left). A processional 
followed by music and dancing took place, as well as, a luncheon co-sponsored by the
Sacks family. Israel and Parisa Keisari and their staff catered the delicious meal. Barry Pakula
was the chairman of the Sefer Torah Campaign.The Sofar was Rabbi Yosef Heineman 
(pictured on the right in the small photo at top) from Cleveland. Photos by Dr. Jack Cotlar.


