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Celebration
of Life

The 1st Annual Bob Landman Memorial Concert took place on
Sun., Sept. 27 at the Good Earth Natural Food Company in Broad
Ripple Village from 12 to 5 p.m. Featuring Good Earth artists, musical groups Scooter with special guest Joe Landman (Bob's son)
and Mars or the Moon.

Community Events
JCC Business Network
The next JCC Business Network meeting will take place
Wed., Oct. 21, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Please plan to join us and invite your friends. Grow your
business and build meaningful
relationships. When you come
to this meeting, be prepared to
tell us about yourself and your
business – what we can do for
you and what you can do for
us. The Business Network is
free to JCC members and first
timers. Anyone else, it is only
$5. Pay at the door. Please
RSVP to Larry at 715-9233 or
lrothenberg@jccindy.org.
Sons of Jethro
The
Indianapolis-area
group is for non-Jewish men
who are helping to raise Jewish children and will meet
Thurs., Oct. 22 at 7:30 p.m. in
Room A15 of the Jewish Community Center to explore some
of the major values that can be
found in two of the prophetic
texts traditionally read in synagogues on Yom Kippur. Sons of
Jethro is not a conversion program and there are no fees. For
more information please call
Norm Sider at 802-9501.
NCSY Junior & Senoir event
Join the NCSY youth group
for ice skating at the Arctic
Zone on Sun., Oct. 25. The Arctic Zone is at 16616 Southpark
Dr., Westfield, IN. A group
will leave B’nai Torah at 2
p.m. and return at 4:30 p.m.
Please RSVP to NCSY advisor
Mr. Shavit Hakimi at 317-3626277 or at shavith@gmail.com.
JFGI Young Leadership
Colts Game
JFGI Young Leadership invites you to join them for the
Colts game on Sun., Oct. 25 at
Scotty’s Brewhouse, 3905 E.
96th St. The group will gather in the Candlelight room.
Game starts at 1 p.m. Those
who RSVP to Linsdey Geller
at lgeller@jfgi.org before
Thurs., Oct. 22, and arrive
for the game before 1 p.m.
will receive their first drink
on the house.

Hadassah presents The
Jewish American Songbook
The Indianapolis Chapter
of Hadassah presents The Jewish American Songbook, based
on Carmel’s new Feinstein
Foundation for the Education
and Preservation’s The Great
American Songbook. Featuring
the music of American-Jewish
composers, this program features world-renowned pianist
(and Indianapolis native) Richard Glazier. Mr. Glazier will
perform “Gershwin – Remembrance and Discovery.”
Program will be Sun., Oct.
25 at Meridian Music, Munger
Hall, 12725 Old Meridian St.,
Carmel. Tickets: $20.00 per
person; $10.00 for students. For
tickets and information, contact the Indianapolis Chapter
of Hadassah at 317-566-9870.
SoulQuest: The Journey,
Through Life, Death,
and Beyond
The next class offered by
The Rohr Jewish Learning Institute is titled, SoulQuest: The
Journey, Through Life, Death,
and Beyond. It’s about the before, during, and after. Life is
a journey, but it’s also a cycle.
Unravel the mystery of death
by exploring life, and get answers to your questions on the
afterlife and beyond. Learn
where you come from, where
your lost loved ones are to be
found, and how the before and
after is all about the here and
now.
Six Tuesdays Nov. 3 – Dec.
8, 2009, 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
or 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Cost is
$69 per person or $120 per couple. Classes will take place at
the Bureau of Jewish Education
(BJE), 6711 Hoover Road in Indianapolis. For more information phone: (317) 698-6423.
Spirit & Place
The Spirit & Place Festival,
running Fri., Nov. 6 through
Sun., Nov. 15, 2009, is celebrating its 14th year. Venues
around the city. The Festival
has a mission to stimulate conversation, collaboration, community-building and action

based on the artistic, spiritual
and civic traditions that make
Central Indiana unique. Watch
for more information.
11th Annual Ann Katz
Festival of Books
Nov. 4–21 at the Arthur M.
Glick JCC. See page IN 5 for
more information.
Celebrating Interfaith Spirituality with Families
Sun., Nov. 8, 3–5 p.m. at
Marian University, Marian
Hall Bishop Chartrand Memorial Chapel, 3200 Cold Spring
Rd., Indianapolis. For adults of
all ages, children (elementary
school), seniors, young adults
(18–30), youth (middle/high
school). Presenter(s): Marian
University Chamber Singers,
Interfaith Children. The voices
of children and youth set the
stage for a musical and artistic
celebration that invites conversation and reflection on the issue of world hunger and the
value of spirituality in the family. Faith traditions include African Native, American Indian,
Baha’i, Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Jainism,
Judaism, Sikh, and Unitarian
Universalism. Questions? Call
317-955-6000 or e-mail nrosf@
marian.edu.
Save this Date
Hasten Hebrew Academy
Chanukkah Campaign kick-off
dinner Nov. 8. Noted author

Charlie Bunes

and lecturer Avivah Zornberg
will be the special guest and
speaker for the evening.
The Chanukah Campaign
dinner will be held at the HHAI
Cultural Arts Center and begins HHAI’s annual fundraising campaign. The dollars
raised through this campaign
go a long way toward supporting the education your children
receive at the Hasten Hebrew
Academy. To attend the din-
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ner a minimum donation of
$250 per person or $500 per
couple is required. Our Maccabee Society donors give a
minimum of $2,500. Membership in this society includes
attendance not only at the
Chanukah dinner, but at the
HAI-Life Awards dinner in
the spring, as well. For those
who are not able to donate in
these amounts, we welcome
(See Events, page IN 4)
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CSO announces Young Artists
Concerto Competition

T

he Carmel Symphony Orchestra announces its Annual Young Artists Concerto
Competition, sponsored by
Meridian Music.
The winner will be featured at the Carmel Symphony Orchestra’s “Family Fun!”
concert on Sun., Feb. 14, 2010,
3:00 p.m. at the Westfield
High School Auditorium. The
winner also receives a $1,000
cash award provided by Meridian Music. The first runner-up will receive $500 and
second runner-up $250 courtesy of the CSO League.
To be eligible, students
must be a resident of one

of the following counties:
Boone, Clinton, Hamilton,
Hancock, Hendricks, Johnson, Madison, Marion, Morgan, Shelby or Tipton. Only
students in 12th grade or
younger are eligible.
Entry forms with further
entry information and official
rules are available at Meridian Music (12725 Old Meridian
St., Carmel), the Carmel-Clay
Public Library (55 Fourth
Ave. SE, across from Carmel
High School), online at www.
carmelsymphony.org, or by
calling the CSO office at 317844-9717. Entry deadline is November 9, 2009.

Events

Continued from page IN 3
any meaningful gift you can
give. Every dollar donated is
greatly appreciated.
JCRC Pizza and Politics
On Wed., Nov. 11, at 5:45
p.m., join JCRC for a legislative briefing, pizza, and an
open forum with legislators
from the greater Indianapolis area. The event is free, but
you need to RSVP to David
Sklar at d_sklar@indyjcrc.org.
The Geography of the Sacred: How We Sanctify
Space
Thurs., Nov. 12, 7:30 – 9:30
p.m. at Congregation Beth-El
Zedeck, 600 W. 70th St., Indianapolis. For adults of all
ages, young adults (18–30),
youth (middle/high school).
Presenter(s): Dean Illingworth, Ruth W. Messinger,
and Fran Quigley. This panel
discussion will explore how
people have inspired places
through personal encounters, volunteerism, and generosity, creating positive and
sustainable impacts on neighborhoods and communities.
Reception will follow. Mod-

erated by Rabbis Dennis and
Sandy Sasso of Congregation
Beth-El Zedeck. Panelists include Missy Wright, chapter
manager, Ambassadors for
Children; Dean Illingworth,
executive director, Habitat
for Humanity; Ruth Messinger, president, American
Jewish World Service; and
Fran Quigley, director of operations, IU-Kenya Partnership, IU School of Medicine,
IUPUI. Questions? Call 317253-3441 or e-mail bez613@
bez613.org.
Cooking with IHC
Celebrity Chefs
IHC invites you on Tuesdays, Nov. 17 – Dec. 1, 6–9:00
p.m. (3 sessions) to join three
well-known IHC chefs, Sandy
Adland, Rabbi Jon Adland,
and Bruce Signer, as they
teach you how to make challah, matzah balls and kugel.
Fee: $35 members; $40 nonmembers. To register call
IHC’s main office at 255-6647.
Questions? Call Marcia Goldstein 317-255-6647 x213.
Indianapolis Hadassah
Lunch and Learn
The Indianapolis Chapter
of Hadassah will sponsor its
Lunch and Learn study pro-

gram of famous American
Jewish Women this fall. Join
them at Shapiro’s in Carmel
on Nov. 18 to discuss the
life of Emma Lazarus; and
on Dec. 9 to discuss the life
of Marie Syrkin. All sessions
begin at 11 a.m. For further
information call 844-4309 or
257-7142.
Caregiver Support Group
If you are caring for a family member or friend on a
regular basis, you might be
interested in participating in
this informal group. Facilitated by Judy Sosin, MSW, JCC
associate executive director,
this is a safe place to share
emotions and experiences,
seek and give advice, and exchange practical information
with others. You will see that
your situation is not unique,
that you are not alone in your
feelings and experiences and
you may find other people
who have struggled with the
same problems as you and
have found answers. Third
Thursday of each month beginning Nov. 18, 3:30–4:30
p.m., No registration required. No fee. For more
information, go to www.JCCindy.org.

Ann Katz Festival of Books

T

he JCC’s Annual Celebration of Literature and
Culture
The 11th annual Ann Katz
Festival of Books runs Nov.
4-21, at the Arthur M. Glick
JCC, 6701 Hoover Rd., in Indianapolis. This year, the JCC is
honored to announce that Martin Fletcher, NBC News’ Tel
Aviv bureau chief and correspondent, will be the opening
night speaker on Wed., Nov.
4 at 7 pm. As a respected war
correspondent, Mr. Fletcher’s
face is familiar to most Americans as he appears nightly in
their homes from all corners of
the world. Tickets for this event
are $5 / $3 for JCC members.
The Ann Katz Festival of
Books includes art exhibits, author presentations, and two
feature-length films. A showing
of Validation, the award-winning
short from the 2007 Heartland
Film Festival, will precede the
full-length films (with permission from the Heartland Film
Festival).
For the past 10 years, the festival has attracted notables such as
President Clinton’s chief Middle
East negotiator, Dennis Ross;
Kate Wenner, an award-winning
producer for 20/20; Rabbi Lawrence Kushner, a Jewish mystic
whose teachings and wisdom
appeal to people of all faiths; The
Jerusalem Post editor and NPR
commentator, David Horovitz;
and so many others. Each year
the festival includes authors
writing on topics from fiction to
biographies, history to humor
and current events to cooking
books. Also included are film
screenings, children’s activities,
demonstrations and a book sale
of hundreds of titles.
Most events are $5 nonmembers / $3 JCC members. A festival
Fast Pass for access to all events
(excluding Lunch with Lois) is
available for $40 nonmembers /
$25 JCC members. For the most
current information and schedule, please check www.JCCindy.
org.
Martin Fletcher:
Breaking News
Wed., Nov. 4, 7 p.m. $5 / $3
members. During three decades
covering wars, revolutions, and

natural disasters, NBC News
Tel Aviv bureau chief Martin
Fletcher worked his way from
news agency cameraman to top
network correspondent, facing
down his own fears while facing up to mass killers, warlords,
and murderers. Martin will be
interviewed by Emmy Award
winning, WTHR co-anchor John
Stehr, about his extraordinary,
real-life adventure stories. Audience members will be allowed
to submit questions during
the interview. Sponsors: JCRC,
Great Cooks (author reception),
WTHR.
Bob Morris: Assisted Loving
Thurs., Nov. 5, 7 p.m., $5 / $3
members. What would you do if
your 80-year-old father dragged
you into his hell-bent hunt for
new love? Bob Morris, his seriously single son, tells you all
about his trials and tribulations
with his dad in this warm, witty,
and wacky chronicle of a year of
dating dangerously.
Arranged, film screening
Sat., Nov. 7, 7 p.m., $5 / $3
members. Two young women,
one an Orthodox Jew, the other Muslim, meet and become
friends as first-year teachers at a
public school in Brooklyn. They
discover that they have much in
common, not the least of which
is that they are both entering into
arranged marriages. Sponsor:
Fifth Third Bank.
Carole Garbuny Vogel: The
Man Who Flies with Birds
Sun., Nov. 8, 10 a.m., Donations accepted. Part of the Spirit
& Place Festival. Aircraft bird
strikes have been in the news a
lot lately. A solution to the birdstrike hazard was discovered
by Israeli ornithologist Yossi
Leshem by flying with birds to
study their migration patterns.
Co-author Carole Garbuny Vogel comes to Indianapolis with
a stunning visual presentation
and the compelling story of this
remarkable scientist. John Castrale, a DNR wildlife biologist,
will give a local perspective on
this topic. Sponsor: Center for
Urban Ecology/Butler University, Hoosier Environmental
Council, Indy’s Child Maga-

zine, Wild Birds Unlimited.
Dick Wolfsie: Mornings with
Barney: The True Story of an
Extraordinary Beagle
Mon., Nov. 9, 7 p.m., $5 /
$3 member. Just about everyone living in the greater Indianapolis metro area remembers
Barney, the faithful canine
companion of WISH-TV’s Daybreak reporter, Dick Wolfsie.
Wolfsie has lent his unique
brand of wit and humor to the
screen for the past 17 years and
is a weekly humor columnist
for 25 central Indiana newspapers. After having written
eight books, he resurrects tales
of Barney’s mischievous antics
and extraordinary life as a famous beagle in his latest book,
Mornings with Barney: The
True Story of an Extraordinary
Beagle.
Rabbi Joe Black: Boker Tov!
Good Morning!
Tues., Nov. 10, 6:30 p.m., $5
/ $3 member. Children under 8
free. Kids across the nation love
this charismatic musician and
children’s book writer. Parents
love his clever mix of education
with music and fun. We’ll serve
“breakfast for dinner” and children are encouraged to come in
pajamas and to bring a blanket.
SPONSOR – Indianapolis
Hebrew Congregation. Co-

sponsors: Mothers Circle of
Greater Indianapolis, Wendy &
Phil Larman, PJ Library.
Lisa Grunberger:
Yiddish Yoga
Wed., Nov. 11, 7 p.m., $5 /
$3 members. Yiddish Yoga is
a poignant and funny novel
written in the voice of Ruthie,
a recently widowed New York
City Jewish grandmother,
who accepts her granddaughter’s gift of a year’s worth of
yoga lessons with surprising
results. Lisa Grunberger is a
Yoga teacher, a college professor, performer and published
writer. She combines her background in exercise, spirituality
and education in the glossary
of Yiddish and yoga terms at
the end of the book. Co-sponsor: Shaarey Tefilla Sisterhood.
L. Jon Wertheim:
Strokes of Genius
Thurs., Nov. 12, 7 p.m., $5
/ $3 members. After watching
the historic 2008 Wimbledon
tennis final between Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal, L. Jon
Wertheim, Sports Illustrated’s
long-time tennis writer, was
compelled to expand the story
into a book format. Even if you
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didn’t see the match, Wertheim,
one of America’s most versatile
sports writers, will dazzle the
audience with great stories and
insights. Co-sponsor: Todd &
Marlo Katz.
Jeffrey Zaslow: The Girls
from Ames
Sat., Nov. 14, 7 p.m., $5 /
$3 members. Wall Street Journal columnist and co-author
of Randy Pausch’s The Last
Lecture, Jeffrey Zaslow has
penned another fantastic book.
The Girls from Ames is a current bestseller and moving
tribute to female friendships
in this inspiring true story of
eleven girls and the ten women
they became. Co-sponsor: Hadassah.
Silly Safari with Artist
Joani Rothenberg
Sun., Nov. 15, 2 p.m., $5 /
$3 member. Children under 8
free. It’s amazing how children
open up and discover wonders
of the world of nature when
playing with animals. Silly
Safari engages children in fact
and fun with live furry creatures. Joani Rothenberg will lead
the children in a related craft.
(See Katz, page IN 6)
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obituaries Critics Corner

Leonore Greenberg, 94
Leonore Greenberg, Indianapolis, died Oct. 6, 2009.
Survivors include her loving
children, David Greenberg and
Joyce (Paul) Grant; and grandchildren, Jason (Darrah) Greenberg, Eric (Julia) Greenberg, Jill
Grant and Bradley Greenberg.
She was preceded in death by
her beloved husband, Robert
H. Greenberg; her son, Edward (Dianne) Greenberg; her
sisters, Sara Segal and Bess
Axelrod; and brother, Herman
Rundberg. A funeral service
took place Fri., Oct. 9 at AaronRuben-Nelson Mortuary. Burial followed at Beth-El Zedeck
North Cemetery. Memorial
contributions may be made to
the Hooverwood Guild. Online
condolences may be made at
www.arnmortuary.com.

Yefim Plotkin, 88
Yefim Plotkin, of Indianpolis, died Oct. 8, 2009. He was
born in Goemel, Bella Russia,
on Sept. 30, 1921, to the late
Yisrael and Esther Plotkin. He
was a WWII veteran of the Soviet Army. After the war, Yefim
designed ships for the Navy.
He also studied for five years
at a technical institute in Leningrad. In 1981, he came to the
U.S. and worked for the Indiana
Dept. of Transportation, retiring
in 1995. Survivors include his beloved wife of over 60 years, Vera;
son, Gennady (Zoya); grandson,
Len; and brother, David. A funeral service took place Sun.,
Oct. 11 at 12:00 p.m. at Indianapolis Hebrew Cemetery North.
Arrangements: Aaron-RubenNelson Mortuary.

Love and Anguish
By Charlie Epstein

R

ichard Strauss composed
the music for the opera Ariadne Auf Naxos with the libretto
by Hugo von Hofmannsthal.
This opera, presented at Clowes
Hall, was in two acts distinctly
different from each other.
The first act was a backstage look at an opera to be
presented in the second act.
The first act reminded one of

the very humorous play Noises
Off, where backstage antics are
revealed. Only, in this opera,
backstage was not as funny.
There were members of the
opera along with the composer
plus a comedic company. The
composer was beset with problems about whether to go first
or second for the evening’s
entertainment. The benefactor

ruled that both productions
should be done simultaneously
thus making the prospect for
the second act hilarious.
This anticipated comedy
did not happen though. The
second act opera also entitled
“Ariadne Auf Naxos” was a
somber affair. The comedy
troupe did have a creative
scene though, but not simultaneously with the opera, which
would have been a lot of fun.
The star of the first act was
Jan Dutton in the pants role of
the composer. Her voice was
glorious. The others made a
token appearance in the first
act, such as Angela Brown as
the Prima Donna and Rachele
Gilmore as a member of the
comedy troupe. They both
reappeared in the second act
with huge arias, Brown whose

Yoo-Hoo, Mrs. Goldberg Katz
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By Charlie Epstein

B

efore Oprah, Martha, Rachel Ray, and even Lucy,
there was Gertrude Berg.
She was a media trailblazer
who became the first lady
of radio and then TV. In her
time she was polled as the
second most respected woman in America after Eleanor
Roosevelt. Gertrude Berg
is “truly the most famous
woman in America you’ve
never heard of.”
In case you did not know
it, Gertrude Berg created
Molly Goldberg, first on radio and then on TV in the
1930s and 40s. She wrote
and starred in the series The
Goldbergs. Actually she wrote
over 12 thousand scripts for
the shows. She also starred

on Broadway in The Majority
of One with Sir Cedric Hardwicke. Obviously because of
her terrific popularity, she
commanded a huge salary.
The entertaining movie
Yoo-Hoo, Mrs Goldberg is a
wonderful history of Gertrude Berg. Many people,
including her relatives, in
this superb movie reminisce
about her. The Goldbergs became television’s very first
character-driven
domestic sitcom. Molly combined
family values, social commentary and lots of humor
to win the hearts of America.
She also received the very
first Emmy for a female in
television.
Ruth Bader Ginsberg said,
“She was no shrinking violet. We all listened to Molly
Goldberg on the radio.”
Coincidentally I luckily
was cast as Sammy Goldberg,
her son, on the TV show. For
six months I met the cast but
never got paid. Sammy was
in the U.S. Army at the time,
and the Goldberg’s received
two letters from him. Therefore I was never seen. Such
went my television debut.
In Indianapolis you can
see this film at the Keystone
Landmark Theatre.

Lois Main Templeton: Lunch
with Lois; Coming Full Circle
Mon., Nov. 16, 11:30 a.m.
– 1:30 p.m., $30 / $20 member.
At Editions Limited Gallery of
Fine Art, 838 E. 65th Street, Ind.
Indiana’s grand dames of fine
art, Lois Main Templeton. Ms.
Templeton’s inaugural exhibition was held at the JCC some
40 years ago. Now in her 80s, the
artist has come full circle. The
public is invited to a complimentary opening reception, catered by Great Cooks & Company, with Ms. Templeton on
Wed., Oct. 28, 6-8 p.m. Also, Editions Limited will host “Lunch
with Lois,” Nov. 16, 11:30 a.m.
– 1:30 p.m., as part of the festival.
Lunch will be provided by Great
Cooks & Company. Fine art, delicious food, stimulating conversation and inspiration by one of
our community’s preeminent
artists come together over lunch.
Ingrid Cummings, author of The
Vigorous Mind, will moderate
the “Coming Full Circle” discussion with Lois. Sponsors: Editions Limited and Great Cooks &
Company.
Rabbi Michael Cook: Modern
Jews Engage the New Testament
Tues., Nov. 17, 7 p.m., $5 / $3
member. Rabbi Cook is a leader

phrasing was excellent as the
title role of Princess Ariadne
and Gilmore as the energetic
Zerbinetta whose singing was
enthusiastic.
It was obvious that director Joachim Schamberger had
plenty of problems trying to
make the performance interesting. The libretto had very little
action making for a static and
boring production. However,
Schamberger did succeed occasionally, especially with the
comedy troupe in the second
act. The elaborate costuming
helped.
Next up for the Indianapolis
opera is the melodic La Boheme
and then the joyous Gilbert and
Sullivan’s The Mikado.
For more about the Indianapolis Opera, call 317-283-3531
or go to www.indyopera.org.

in the field of Jewish-Christian
relations. Friends of all faiths
are invited to this honest, probing look at the dynamics of the
New Testament as interfaith
scripture. This evening promises fresh perspectives for all
faiths. Sponsor: Congregation
Beth-El Zedeck, Butler University Faith-based Coalition (assembled by Judy Cebula).
Tina Wasserman:
Entrée to Judaism
Thurs., Nov. 19, 7 p.m., $5
/ $3 member. Join this wellknown cooking instructor and
regular magazine contributor
for a hands-on culinary journey
around the world and across
the ages to explore cooking
from the Jewish Diaspora, from
Spain to India, from Russia to
Italy. Tina will lead the audience in activities to learn the
arts of skillful food preparation
and creative table settings.
Holy Land Hardball, film
screening
Sat., Nov. 21, 7 p.m., $5 /
$3 member. Baseball in Israel?
Sounds incredulous and despite the absurdity of the idea,
it was almost a reality. This
award-winning film about the
attempt to introduce America’s
favorite pastime in the Middle
East is as much a story about
beleaguered league as it is about
following one’s personal dream.
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